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Announcer
This episode is dedicated to I_need_cookies - May you reach for your dreams and catch them.
[Intro Theme]
Announcer
Rusty Quill Presents: The Magnus Protocol. 
Episode Twenty-Four – Raising Issues
[Music]


1. INT. OIAR MANAGER’S OFFICE - NIGHT, CLEAR (LANDLINE)
LENA is typing at her desk.
There is a firm but polite knock at the door.
LENA
Come in.
GWEN enters.
LENA cont.
Good evening Gwen. Take a seat.
GWEN does so.
LENA Cont.
You wanted to see me?
GWEN takes a deep breath.
GWEN
I’m ready.
LENA
Excuse me?
GWEN
I’m ready for my next assignment.
Beat.
LENA
I believe I was quite clear when I explained that you no longer hold the Externals Liaison position.
GWEN
You were.
LENA
Yet here you are, once again making demands.
Beat. GWEN swallows her pride.
GWEN
I understand now that I may have… mishandled myself previously and… I may have more to learn than I thought.
LENA
Go on.
gwen
But I’ve had some time to reflect and… I can do this. I know I can.
LENA
That doesn't change the fact that I cannot in good conscience give you your former role given everything that has happened. It would be… irresponsible.


GWEN
I’m not asking you to give it me. I’m asking for the chance to work for it. To earn it.
LENA
I see. Then I will require you to be honest. You have been deeply troubled by your interactions with our Externals thus far. What has changed?
Beat.
GWEN
I… have had some time to consider the situation, and I've decided I'd rather be on the inside.
LENA
You believe working in this role would be less dangerous than simply quitting? That it could afford you some protection?
gwen
Am I wrong?
Pause.
LENA
[bookmark: _w3vm07bium6p][bookmark: _z1ie173y5s28][bookmark: _ahs9h8hq2fz8][bookmark: _ysafr1adwn6h][bookmark: _q4mc2nm4tq76][bookmark: _q3fiosoni5ns][bookmark: _mzsu3v69hnb1][bookmark: _rzvv5uaylu3l][bookmark: _m78o7vwxj7af][bookmark: _ew8nvp6gcpvf][bookmark: _wlxdgtc5ly29][bookmark: _d8w8bkp3dx9][bookmark: _uc8h4h92sapa][bookmark: _1aq95r4717ks][bookmark: _tqodimvdvtx][bookmark: _u0st95b5t3tb][bookmark: _lv6rre1qdq15][bookmark: _2ads33kko4jl][bookmark: _3344epepx66m][bookmark: _o2u64nnv8sgv][bookmark: _a8xvv9fqjgyu][bookmark: _gj4546c15kfl][bookmark: _cbez9xxsuonx][bookmark: _amf0uh2gl7h6][bookmark: _sj3wtv8b7pp8][bookmark: _u6neh8l2uan7][bookmark: _9wbazb4pmdhb][bookmark: _6wty19lb77s7][bookmark: _vwa8udo8ltjj][bookmark: _7x8ozqqr3was][bookmark: _39v86lqrl6vk]There is an upcoming visit from the new Minister. Regrettably, he believes himself to be a “hands-on” leader. You will assist me in… humoring him and expediting his departure. If you are able to do this without further complications, we can discuss your future position here. Do I make myself clear?

GWEN
Crystal.
LENA
[bookmark: _emyf0dchzk4o][bookmark: _7ldgaur0isml][bookmark: _h4fu4sa17p8d][bookmark: _wuaqkow54xrm][bookmark: _1pz1s4ejkv5s][bookmark: _qr1h7r4xceq1][bookmark: _njegztrwf1u2][bookmark: _zdua8s8q5izf][bookmark: _sc32ku8swla6][bookmark: _36zkmfoqwxk4][bookmark: _yrfwur1z0zfl][bookmark: _4mj6l2awbm21]Good. Then get back to work. And  close the door properly on your way out.
Beat. Gwen restrains her instincts. She stands and heads to the exit, opens the door then hesitates.
GWEN
(dangerously calm)
Thank you Lena.
She closes the door.
Beat.
LENA
[bookmark: _dht2od30utea][bookmark: _19g9fi7nf0wp](wary)
Hmmm.


2. CYBERSPACE – N/A – N/A
NORRIS
NapSafe nannycam
Registration 977470
User: Patricia Spaulding

[bookmark: _dp7s3k87jl6c][bookmark: _ow8ph9s702dn][bookmark: _hapsijn789cj][bookmark: _rrm2qz32ll7][bookmark: _kt8pvnw4xo4z]Recording: 29.02.2024


Soft sound of a rocking chair as mother rocks her baby in her arms.
[bookmark: _v8vuhpsi7xts][bookmark: _y72r8cpy1sxs][bookmark: _mlf1gqy5d6gq][bookmark: _ex2gpsd4lllu][bookmark: _gl9o24x63mex][bookmark: _ang0dcsy0xtf][bookmark: _kryr62s8c8h4][bookmark: _2mco3u7r1o90]MOTHER
There we go. Recording. The health visitor said it wasn't a good idea, but I want to remember everything that happens with Rupert. Especially given how little I remember of the birth. Or the pregnancy. The health visitor says that's normal. 
I’m already completely smitten with him. He’s perfect. His perfectly little round head. His chubby cheeks. His little plum-shaped chin. And his eyes. I read the eye color doesn’t really settle until they’re older, but the way he looks at me with these big black orbs staring right back at me . . . it makes my heart just burst with joy every time.

[bookmark: _2ta0rg9r9y6z]He hasn’t been giving me much sleep of course, the little bugger. But that’s to be expected. The health visitor said it was going to be like that for a while. According to her, he needs to eat every four hours, so I need to try and sleep when he’s sleeping. Hasn’t been easy though. I need to do a better job of keeping time, but I’m pretty sure he’s eating more often than that. 
[bookmark: _af6yjc25wt2a]
[bookmark: _8ym9udn113wz][bookmark: _n6u9ilyavcap]A mum needs to be there for her little one. No matter what hour of the day it is. No matter what it takes. I’m there for Rupey twenty-four-seven, even if I’m not getting much sleep during those twenty-four.

[bookmark: _x39jmjohifwx]Little Rupert did this darling thing earlier where he stuck out his cute little tongue at me. It was long and thin and curl and just adorable. Made my heart burst with love all over again for this wonderful little thing.
NORRIS
[bookmark: _7f84w7pnl2w7]First recording ends.

Second Recording.
[bookmark: _yg6i9ispdw2s][bookmark: _idd44mlb2g34][bookmark: _p80gzmnewgqa]
[bookmark: _inclsa98u9w1]MOTHER  
[bookmark: _2lnvhxt7o82c]I think there’s something wrong. I don’t know what it is. It’s possible it’s me, or it might be something else. I feel weird saying it out loud. 
[bookmark: _ca0sd2uvu4eu][bookmark: _40ag9s8jzpt]I’ve started hearing things. Strange sounds. There’s only me and Rupert here in the house. I'm sure of that. The sounds haven’t been the same either. Sometimes they’re moans, sometimes they’re barks, like a dog that’s far away... definitely not sounds another person would make.
[bookmark: _u4reyegujtoe]
[bookmark: _hnjgmi82tupq]I’ve only heard them on those rare times when Rupert will stay by himself a little bit, dozing. I feel like I'm going crazy.
[bookmark: _upn9rgpd3gpk]
[bookmark: _l0pkg6jhy280]Oh, I shouldn’t say that word! That’s one of the lessons from the mum’s support group. You never use that word to describe yourself. The instructor had a long chat about postpartum depression, and what to watch for. But it's not that. It - I just need some sleep.
[bookmark: _drlf5a5m5d4i]
[bookmark: _p5upixt8t5ry][bookmark: _9ipzi5900e9x][bookmark: _ml9jn3xjlrqw]Rupert keeps feeding like he doesn't know where he’s going to get his next meal from.
[bookmark: _5lem1xc4ad25][bookmark: _nqp8shkpjdr9][bookmark: _7vzp68cz8nqs][bookmark: _tis6vq7kz7eq][bookmark: _u4ytjqc8f36][bookmark: _qh3k6utc1jkn][bookmark: _qg8xgzj7bx0f][bookmark: _v1m82whz7o54][bookmark: _y7mdsuxssr72][bookmark: _ks00x7u7kb67][bookmark: _gwprg5lqk9la]I've been trying to follow their advice- The support group- There’s this lovely girl there, Celia. Really helpful. And Rupert just loves her – always wants her to hold him. He's so good at the group. Always puts on his best face on. Never cries or snaps at them with those sharp little teeth. I feel a bit self-conscious, though, when I see one of the other mums staring at my bandage. They don't seem to need one. Still, the health visitor says every baby is different. I tried using a dummy but he just let it fall out of his mouth. He looked at me with such hunger in his eyes. I tried formula after that. But he still wasn’t having it. He's right, I suppose. He's so clever.
[bookmark: _goxgpapxoxjn]Beat.

[bookmark: _ha7c5flp1iq2]I’m going to admit something now. Just to you. Rupert’s in the other room, sleeping for the moment.
[bookmark: _rknt0xllbz5b](takes a deep breath)
[bookmark: _h1nncrwph1qe]Sometimes I think there might be something wrong with Rupert… 
[bookmark: _xjh24kk5yflw]Beat.
[bookmark: _cm2t8jaf4zq][bookmark: _3ahgd0xjkoo6]Mother
(quickly)
[bookmark: _ka5o1jh3qy65]No.. No, that’s just stupid. Now that I’ve said it out loud, it’s just silly. 
[bookmark: _920ads3uc1vf]
[bookmark: _yrv358qu9ynx]I think it says more about me than him. Probably because I haven’t been getting enough sleep. Maybe I do have postnatal problems? I’m going to have to remember to mention it at our next support meeting.
NORRIS
Second recording ends.
NORRIS
Third recording.
[bookmark: _t0vraro01u7u][bookmark: _3b8lx8uayxzp][bookmark: _cegdzhuxwzha][bookmark: _8u9k7etjhzms]
[bookmark: _ekh10j4g6yys]MOTHER
[bookmark: _163p9sbgw6l8][bookmark: _wn514g3ym9l5][bookmark: _rszc9i13tb]Things are . . . dark right now. Bleak. I know it’s been a while since I did a recording…
 
[bookmark: _dw41x2aizl8l][bookmark: _dyjfziz8b0ig]I haven’t been feeling that well lately. Still making sure to take care of the little one and feed him when he’s hungry, which feels like all the bloody time these days. 
[bookmark: _58q137khrhv2]
[bookmark: _gsophrdxw67y]But . . . but things just feel so heavy right now. And slow. Moving around is painful, and I always need more bandages. Thank god for the health visitor. 

[bookmark: _1a0u1ffs5auy][bookmark: _ovnhfxm1addj][bookmark: _4tsjtcv59kiz][bookmark: _aqzm2v1o8tt9][bookmark: _1owh6dqbbg8c][bookmark: _qd3isv878tqp][bookmark: _v8a91o8imjnj]It’s all about Rupert though. He’s the one who needs everything perfect. So he can keep growing and become a perfect little boy. I don’t matter as much. I’ll start taking care of myself again when I need to . . . eventually.

[bookmark: _arsh5n727jiu][bookmark: _nuep8dlatm5h]I’ve skipped the last two support group meetings. Just haven’t felt up to going. It’s such a chore, packing up all the things Rupert might need. Nappies and wipes and baby powder and creams and extra clothes and burp cloths and…
[bookmark: _uar0wicg0iaw](getting a little angry)
[bookmark: _h3jr513hq986][bookmark: _fhgi4ijmnnqo]It’s all so bloody much!
[bookmark: _utk4qrvuwmbx]
[bookmark: _2p9h1t516e98]Much better just to stay here.  
[bookmark: _e8f6fq98cxcs]
[bookmark: _egvjhr54153y]Me and my little Rupert. 
[bookmark: _wt0ngmoerpg1]
[bookmark: _q066ebwwti7d]All we need is each other and that’s it... 
[bookmark: _x7z0ed9dvbcm]Beat.

[bookmark: _p6d40140efgt][bookmark: _wa0zchnnc6w][bookmark: _i43dc932gtn4][bookmark: _1dn7pebf7hsw][bookmark: _odscu4jsm7wg][bookmark: _xu49qdpa62h][bookmark: _72qpjuymmjel][bookmark: _9vv07e7uhor8][bookmark: _xmkxh41w0xcp]The lack of sleep is really getting to me though. I do get some at least, but I’d like more. Rupert just keeps needing to eat. And feed. And feed. And eat. At this rate I wonder how much of me will be left…
[bookmark: _m6l9fuy7m7o9](she shudders)
[bookmark: _2rie852465to][bookmark: _lpdw95wv3374]
Beat. 

[bookmark: _5sizhh7b00sn](all happy and positive again)
[bookmark: _dpt5ffhr2z3e][bookmark: _pllk7g3gfhec]I love it when he looks at me when he’s feeding and then he gives me this big smile. This morning he got a smear of blood on his cheek. Like he was wearing makeup. 

[bookmark: _itkmyclbrnob]Just made him look more beautiful… Makes it all worth it. 

[bookmark: _gs02bvu418gj]And he’s made me feel all better. 
[bookmark: _7ipx4bpyumqz]
[bookmark: _gjpfditr9csr]Just looking at your cute little face, Rupey, brings light to my dark world. 
NORRIS
[bookmark: _uuvrxrsdclph][bookmark: _arkek19atgvv][bookmark: _tcchvfcztug9][bookmark: _d4xupuj5uyk3][bookmark: _cayhvej8oa6x][bookmark: _3dar56rj97r8][bookmark: _mer2ydn6tgoc]Third recording ends.
[bookmark: _imp938vds23b][bookmark: _2y9ph1rszjeo][bookmark: _3qh4bgm7ps67][bookmark: _bkm74ozxe9h][bookmark: _psymcimr6hlo][bookmark: _qrz1xajz73vm][bookmark: _th211oac5p7c][bookmark: _198og3c2hvws]
Fourth recording.

[bookmark: _bmf5s7k8enf5]MOTHER
[bookmark: _95mjalmua3p0]I . . . I really need some sleep. I feel so . . . drained. Rupert… Rupert keeps getting his feedings, Not going to change that. Can’t change that. Has to eat. I have to eat too. So he can eat.

[bookmark: _8s034ba6socz]I…
[bookmark: _oykfg322uazo](takes a shaky breath)
[bookmark: _mi04owg24gny]I had a… a strange thing happen today. Very… Very strange… Rupey was in his crib. In the… the room. The room where he sleeps. Sometimes. And… and when I came in…
[bookmark: _c7ciayikucju](another breath)
[bookmark: _3nhv4nowwcdy][bookmark: _1d9lc31xw9l][bookmark: _pjnqdq2vkczh]On the wall was this… the shadow was wrong… I couldn’t scream, though. Couldn’t… couldn’t wake him up. I turned on the light. To make it go away.
[bookmark: _hm2y3z98sexv]And when the light came on, it was gone. And there… there was Rupey. Sitting up in his crib. Looking… looking at me… Watching me…

[bookmark: _t0p843o3heaf][bookmark: _q78chpv6b3df][bookmark: _5h8zl1w0ur5z][bookmark: _ukfjzomjdw28][bookmark: _ycto554jrr0z][bookmark: _qc9xyowxh4lt][bookmark: _pnucyt4rw9o6][bookmark: _idcvbhroqmxk]The health visitor says its normal. They're here every day now. Such a help.
[bookmark: _s01fegu981lq]
[bookmark: _2sxlyw8820xi]Sound of something mewling to be fed. It is not a baby.

[bookmark: _ra9ljkxehtyl]You hungry again? Rupey? Come on. Come here then. The arm this time? Ok...
NORRIS
[bookmark: _f67cvhb16o1u][bookmark: _dg1bjppcjara][bookmark: _47a8e7q9pq0a][bookmark: _51nj3n3s4snu][bookmark: _50mod6ffs3u1]Fourth recording ends.
[bookmark: _8jqb7xdbbwmu][bookmark: _2fx3fbq8xztn][bookmark: _nihb90k0y9hr]
Fifth Recording.

[bookmark: _nsaufjwzhmks]MOTHER
[bookmark: _6slahgayxvq4](exhausted, ragged quiet voice, almost a whisper)
[bookmark: _wqhhm78umx2y]I don’t know what’s happening… to me… It all feels dark… like it’s black clouds… all the time. 

[bookmark: _whd28b7ufn6j]I can’t remember when… when I last… had sleep. I think… I think days… 

[bookmark: _2j0tqacmxqwt]It all feels too heavy… to move. So I’m sitting… I’m sitting all the time. But…

[bookmark: _nfs04r1g9ytj]But I’ve got Rupert. On my lap. So he can eat. When he wants. He can have…me.  My all. He’s… he’s what’s…imp-…imp-…imp-or-tant. 

[bookmark: _tfm9mbfumi4f]I don’t…I don’t know what’s…going…to…happen. There's not much of me left.
[bookmark: _4nuhwxe5lijs](breathing heavier)
[bookmark: _9n5ezl4ky1ew]I’m so scared. But…at least…Rupey’s happy…

Recording ends.

[bookmark: _6dn2dtfmesdx][bookmark: _qt47jamagmzm][bookmark: _ra5dzqggdg77][bookmark: _833qa4l4tffd][bookmark: _rgtxh873lw7h][bookmark: _ivhp3qlb3vqt][bookmark: _9pfajswztnk5][bookmark: _4rmh8x53fgry][bookmark: _rsxeze5xvgba][bookmark: _f7fgzq6uae7c][bookmark: _icngmrrynhl][bookmark: _dx1wj0uutq1v][bookmark: _iyiokcooeofq][bookmark: _lpicalaro7c0][bookmark: _a5i346ptir8z][bookmark: _qlz0sbxupay7][bookmark: _kevf8iysyi7d][bookmark: _8yfwytwwr1e9][bookmark: _lv15ir4onh69][bookmark: _w3ecxdsfqqz8][bookmark: _ymt3yqsjr71d]

3. [bookmark: _aiqefl33pvin]INT. OIAR MANAGER’S OFFICE - NIGHT, CLEAR (COMPUTER)
[bookmark: _dqqv1fksctfx]
[bookmark: _ttdz0b59i7kb]SAM and CELIA are packing up to go. 
[bookmark: _7pm10t3e9lw4]
[bookmark: _1rklb08wqsc5]CELIA
All set?

SAM
Just about.
CELIA
You all right? You sound nervous.
SAM
I mean, maybe a little, but it’s good nervous. I think.
CELIA
Good. Let’s go and shake some answers out of people.
SAM
You are way too excited for this.
They start to head out but ALICE approaches and they hesitate.
[bookmark: _8gf9l9m68t4q][bookmark: _cdrf7rj61mmt][bookmark: _2us9h6z4wv7e][bookmark: _lh7l13iuty0s][bookmark: _ocb9nifoibym][bookmark: _het2iuywvmda][bookmark: _2yq57zvjx9sd][bookmark: _5t9yo58gn675][bookmark: _qdo7bfhaog4f][bookmark: _z7bzgrb3jvpp][bookmark: _1e719gl62q7g][bookmark: _plvp89qxpys8][bookmark: _9ztwpcx4ql9s]
[bookmark: _617oameva3z]ALICE
[bookmark: _hjgz17g1kptd]Heading off?

[bookmark: _9a5xuyzb6iug]CELIA
[bookmark: _me23cxgakni5]We are, yeah. 

[bookmark: _15suk98klzn0]SAM
And before you ask, yes, we’ve cleared our cases for the night.
ALICE
Cool. Listen Sam-
SAM
-and no we haven’t asked Lena if we can leave early. It’s not like you ever do-
ALICE
(sharply)
Would you shut up and listen.
Beat.

ALICE cont.
(serious)
Look, I need to talk to you both. 
[bookmark: _29ocbvhuv1u6][bookmark: _yslicx26sfgy][bookmark: _ywr7tvjfm4jc][bookmark: _xr07avjv37xn][bookmark: _6dhnzzl42qa1][bookmark: _39jdlaelrf47]
CELIA
[bookmark: _fsuccm12jri7](meeting her tone)
[bookmark: _u4bt83ukiy5c]What’s wrong?

[bookmark: _r3o2wirli19r]ALICE
I don’t- I don’t think you should go.
SAM
Really? This again?
CELIA
(ignoring Sam)
Go on.
ALICE
It’s Gwen. She’s- not okay.
SAM
We noticed. Not really much we can do about it, though.
(curious despite himself)
And since when do you care?
ALICE
Since it became clear that something really bad is going on.
CELIA
What happened?
ALICE
(struggling)
It’s the, uh, ‘Externals’…

SAM
Those contractors she's been working with?
ALICE
[bookmark: _mb78c2tk3o77][bookmark: _m1lbdp11c0u0][bookmark: _fjq3m22wnr6f][bookmark: _vc2pkk8pleou][bookmark: _y5l4k2wgqh0r][bookmark: _ydbrvqm24nzn]No. Well yeah, but it’s more than that. They… They’re not… Human. It’s bad. Bad bad. People have been killed and… and I think one of them might be… targeting us.
SAM
(incredulous)
[bookmark: _3xstwa6gepgw][bookmark: _yr4pmq2dg1oq][bookmark: _br588ozja67][bookmark: _g6v069702m1x][bookmark: _a9ochl4fwjqx][bookmark: _wsbds0dh4c8k][bookmark: _kmweoae39c7][bookmark: _6ff40q6gyf7o]What.

[bookmark: _nnbuxb7czd02]ALICE
[bookmark: _ke935epcr7vb]I’m serious all right! You remember that woman I found?
Sam
Yeah.
Alice
Well, I think it might have been one of these “Externals”. There was the tape recorder, and Gwen said she saw-
SAM
Tape recorder? What are-? Look, Alice, I know you don't like me looking into this stuff, but killer tape recorders is weird even for you. 
CELIA
(to Alice)
I believe you.
SAM
What?
ALICE
Really?
CELIA
Yeah. I mean, you know, after everything we’ve been seeing coming through the system? It makes sense.
SAM
It does?
CELIA
(To Sam)
Is it really so hard to believe that something is hunting us back?
Beat.
SAM
(reluctant)
I suppose it’s not impossible. Okay, so let’s say, just for the sake of argument, that we believe you. What are we supposed to do about it? Hmm? I don’t know if you noticed but we’re not exactly equipped to fight off monsters or evil VHS tapes or whatever.
ALICE
You could stop poking your nose in where it doesn’t belong for a start!
SAM
So it is about that. I knew it. Look, if you are right about this, and I'm not saying you are, surely that only makes it more important to figure out what’s going on? 
Alice
Are you serious right now? None of this started until you joined and started kicking beehives!
CELIA
Or perhaps you just didn't see it. I’m with Sam on this one. I don’t think ignorance is going to keep us safe.
sam
And the Magnus Institute is involved. I just know it. 
ALICE
I’m just trying to-
CELIA
But that doesn’t mean we can’t be careful, take precautions, watch each other’s backs. Right?
Beat.
CELIA cont.
Right?
SAM
…Right.
ALICE
I guess that’ll have to do.
Pause.
SAM
Cool. Then I guess we’ve got a tube to catch.
SAM starts walking off.
ALICE
(quietly to Celia)
Keep an eye on him.
CELIA
I will.
SAM
(Calling)
Celia come on, we’re going to be late!
CELIA jogs off to join Sam. They exit.
Alice stands there concerned.
alice
(softly)
Shit.
[bookmark: _d9xfsqibmc64][bookmark: _jtefiixi4zio][bookmark: _6w0jblhrhito][bookmark: _7q5d47qlahyc][bookmark: _h0n1jjhshg0z][bookmark: _htnyqvsjsuis][bookmark: _z7vr3xtnlzhg]

4. INT - SCHOOL OFFICE - MORNING, CLEAR (Sam’s Mobile)

[bookmark: _zrhssyvl59t]CELIA
[bookmark: _nnhncuf90kz1](quietly)
[bookmark: _frpavcwgx650]-Your phone recording?
[bookmark: _962ooxkb594l]
[bookmark: _7zx5bjnhaey] SAM
[bookmark: _gw8qj82g9vfe](quietly)
[bookmark: _of39vwlxwjov]All good.

SAM and CELIA are led into the deputy headmistress’s office.

[bookmark: _7wjns3i1or1]BASIRA
[bookmark: _5420oi664cfp]Good morning Mr. and Mrs… Fisher is it? Good. Please take a seat.

SAM and CELIA sit.
BASIRA leafs through various papers.

[bookmark: _xgea265fmyh7]BASIRA
[bookmark: _v5ge1wk2bxtg](tired)
[bookmark: _gn6tb0djuhzi]So I understand you’re hoping to enrole your son, is that correct?

[bookmark: _fxad2p8kupd4]SAM
[bookmark: _qk5gddj5p3gv]Er… yes, that’s right. We’ve heard very good things about St. Luke’s.

[bookmark: _xj52cxlvcas9]BASIRA
Well that’s what we like to hear. I assume you’ve completed an application already? Good. Well once we’ve got that, you’ll be asked to come for a tour with…
CELIA
Humphry.
SAM snorts.
BASIRA
…Humphry and you’ll have a chance to meet some of our staff.
[bookmark: _z7jasdpg730j]
SAM
[bookmark: _3rlpqjs5r1ph]We’d also like to know a little more about you if that’s all right?

[bookmark: _y0f6452i2bnl]BASIRA
(Thrown)
[bookmark: _wbedoicyi0uq]Me?

[bookmark: _sv45mxxeesqz]CELIA
[bookmark: _rcmlkttrppzx]We know St. Luke’s is prestigious but I think we both know that what really makes an exceptional school is the person calling the shots right? 

[bookmark: _vj7xt28l6tv]BASIRA
(Slightly mollified)
Well you’re not wrong, though I’ll remind you I am only deputy head. Mr. Donaldson technically runs the school, though he is not on site today.
[bookmark: _91gqgfodw6vb]
[bookmark: _6f5ol1l1h07s]SAM
[bookmark: _5pw59efw9syy]So, what’s your history?

[bookmark: _zik0rtu35ql0]BASIRA
[bookmark: _nqpn7cm3tncr]Excuse me?

[bookmark: _fr1ka2vkucl7]CELIA
[bookmark: _pakns0ofaru3]You’ll have to excuse my husband’s bluntness. He works in finance.
BASIRA
Ah.
CELIA
What he is trying to ask is if we could please know a little more about your background before coming to St. Luke’s?

[bookmark: _m0hoc3g8k1nn]BASIRA
[bookmark: _olnnep93zfcq]I see. Well, I’ve been in charge here for almost five years. This is my fourth educational position and second deputy head role. I was also nominated for a Pearson Award for my previous work at Edgecroft Academy.
CELIA
[bookmark: _ey4417se3ctp][bookmark: _xw0ouroyfxu1][bookmark: _yauh2g9ep9ss][bookmark: _a8g5pv1d9gq3]That’s very impressive. 

[bookmark: _95ncuel9ee9q]SAM
[bookmark: _e2spl99wdp0b]And before that you were a teacher? Any work or experience at other academic institutions?

[bookmark: _glm9knbqkp3w]BASIRA
[bookmark: _eso8bkblpohh](bristling)
[bookmark: _77i29gyqun20][bookmark: _pj1jxeis1asg][bookmark: _srroxkso4ezm]I do have actual classroom experience, if that's what you're implying.
[bookmark: _yh6f498ake5r][bookmark: _oht1jodj7cu][bookmark: _syiby2mwuyt2][bookmark: _co4ygsmuhc2v][bookmark: _9xv5yk2xftm8][bookmark: _fp2qd5smd7jd][bookmark: _uexy0mklts9i]
[bookmark: _cjrr4oit12v0]CELIA
[bookmark: _6d0r18gyutj5]I think my husband is wondering what it was that led you to working in the school system?
Beat.

[bookmark: _pwkckko6shk]BASIRA
(terse)
[bookmark: _jxjk7f8tnl9][bookmark: _tegrpriirtm5]I was raised with a respect for education by a pair of academics. I am told that children like me and I’ve always held the opinion that the world would be a better place if everyone just thought more. Is that sufficient for your husband?
SAM
Er… yes. Thank you.
BASIRA
Are you sure? I may be able to rustle up my old school reports, a vaccination record perhaps?
CELIA laughs awkwardly to ease the tension.

[bookmark: _zi12kg75sjfn][bookmark: _n0gujn5e3f8j][bookmark: _4fz2dmk1phjf][bookmark: _u5grp9ff1an0][bookmark: _7kyrd3k5boul][bookmark: _tlj9n864cks][bookmark: _j8r9epxbfsps][bookmark: _e9debk4i6r1k][bookmark: _sz1k6a8vo5aw][bookmark: _tp700658m671]SAM
[bookmark: _v5uss1pd5ecf]Have you ever been involved with the Magnus Institute?

[bookmark: _86q4151do62]BASIRA
[bookmark: _zfopw8ssuorb](caught off guard)
What? No. I don't- Is that a school?

[bookmark: _p1153hnhsjis]SAM
[bookmark: _zhju8natfuq4]Sort of. Maybe.

[bookmark: _ibjaccp2hgn9]BASIRA
[bookmark: _ug1sox6ihedo](impatient)
[bookmark: _nmx0n2u43ivh][bookmark: _y3fyos9evw2d][bookmark: _tayi40ubmy83][bookmark: _opp7epavllv7]Well, I've never even heard of it. What is this about?

[bookmark: _gtl9ks3ehjwv]CELIA
[bookmark: _58xrb91fd7yi][bookmark: _ty6zblfacx7r][bookmark: _fi4mco6pmk94]How about the police?
[bookmark: _de4i3fczcclu]
[bookmark: _34dg6sqnbfgs]BASIRA
[bookmark: _jlz5sm4g36t4](angry now)
[bookmark: _7qt5u9edr0if]I’m sorry, what has that got to do with anything?
SAM
(thrown)
Good question.

[bookmark: _qzaqe7cv9u5k]CELIA
[bookmark: _e6djei5wygnw]I’m just wondering, holding so many positions of responsibility, did you ever consider becoming a police officer?

[bookmark: _impwbevtv26u]BASIRA
[bookmark: _vqr9abiiykpa]I did not. 
(standing)
Look, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Fisher’, I suspect you may have me confused with someone else.  Regardless, our time is up and I have other places I need to be.

[bookmark: _naebxwvc0crv]SAM
[bookmark: _gcwizes0ek4j]No, yeah of course. Sorry.

[bookmark: _1xoaa7jwuz3x]CELIA
[bookmark: _fy338pveh06b]Thank you so much for meeting with us.
[bookmark: _nq7q08c5dqbh]BASIRA
(ushering them out)
[bookmark: _bhobahrbn6t1]Mrs. Banks will show to the main entrance. Any further enquiries about enrollment should be directed to our admissions department.
CELIA
Of course.
BASIRA
Good day to both of you.
The door is closed brusquely.
Beat.
SAM
Well, that could have gone better. What was that police stuff about?
CELIA
Thought I remembered something from the file. Guess I was wrong. Anyway, come on. Humphry’s waiting for us.
SAM
Who? Oh right, yeah. ‘Humphry’.
[Music]
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