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EXT. DOMJS CARI NAE COURTYARD - M DDAY

MARK al one (we think) giving a soliloquy. Starts |ow and
sl ow but builds in volune and intensity. Everything we can
do - including nusic - to nmake this awesone.

MARK
A curse shall light upon the |inbs
of nmen... Donestic fury... and
fierce civil strife... shall cunber
all the parts of Italy...

Bui | di ng. ..

MARK (cont' d)
Bl ood and destruction shall be so
in use... and dreadful objects so
famliar... that nothers shall but
sm | e when they behold their
infants quartered with the hands of
war - all pity choked with custom
of fell deeds!

Real | 'y buil di ng. .
MARK (cont' d)

And Caesar’s spirit, ranging for
revenge, with Até by his side cone

hot fromhell, shall... in these
confines... with a nonarch’s
voi ce. .. “CRYYYYY HAVO
GAl US
No.
MARK
VWhat ?
GAl US
No. It’s too nuch. It's far too
much. |’ m not even sure where

you' re going with it.

FULVI A
He’s right darling. The tone’s
conpl etely wong.

MARK
Oh. ..

By now very clear that we’'re in the Donmus Cari nae courtyard.

MARK (cont' d)
Was it the delivery?



GAl US
No no! That was great, really. It’s
just all a bit, um..

FULVI A
W’'re trying to gal vani se them not
scare themto death.

MARK
Hm Too heavy, you reckon?

FULVI A
It’s not very you

GAl US
Who wote it?

MARK
| did.

GAl US
What just now?

MARK
Yeah.

GAl US
(1 nmpressed)
Whah. | nean that’s inpressive.

MARK
(genui ne)
Oh, cheers mmte.

FULVI A
You just need to be yourself. Do
what you’d normal |y do.

MARK
Yeah you're right. I'll wing it.

TEARS UP t he speech.

MARK (cont' d)
"Il be off then. Good |uck all.
W’ ve got one shot at this, so
let’s nake it count.

Mar k BREATHES DEEPLY.

MARK (cont' d)
Showt i ne.

TI TLES AND THEME MJSI C
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2 |INT. CLEOPATRA' S BARGE, HER QUARTERS - M DDAY

BEER POURED i nto a GLASS. CLEOCPATRA dri nks, SATI SFI ED GASP -
she needed t hat.

CLEOCPATRA
By Isis, that tastes good... [|’ve
been dying for a beer all norning.
Anyt hi ng except watered down w ne.

Beat. She regards CHARM AN cooly.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Wul d you |ike one?

CHARM AN
Oh. Er. Yes. Thank you.

Cl eopatra POURS anot her.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Pl ease, |let ne-

CLECPATRA
No no, it’s no trouble. After all,
this may be your |ast drink.
Beat .

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Here. Take it.

Charm an DOES. She’s waiting for the axe to fall.

CHARM AN
Thanks.

Cleo SIPS again. A serious tone. Icy control.

CLEOPATRA
Now t hen, Charm an. What am| to do
wi th you?

CHARM AN

| don’t know. My | ady.



CLEGPATRA
You deceive ne. You prioritise a
menber of the Roman elite. And then
you fail to kill her brother.
Really, Charmian. It’s rather nore
t han di sappointing. It’s pathetic.

CHARM AN
Yes.

CLEGPATRA
|’ ve given you so nmuch. My tine. My
trust. You had great potential.

Beat .

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Way did you conme back? To throw
your sel f upon ny nercy?

CHARM AN
No. | don’t deserve it. But | also
don’t deserve to be hunted down
i ke a dog by the Ronmans.

CLECPATRA
You shoul d have t hought of that
bef ore you escaped, ny dear.

CHARM AN
| didn't, | was rescued.
CLEOPATRA
Rescued?
CHARM AN

Cctavia, and her friends at the
theatre. Behind her brother’s back.

CLEGPATRA
Real | y? That’s... very interesting.

She PUTS HER GLASS DOWN; shifts back to previous topic.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
But irrelevant for now That
m ssi on was your |ast chance to
prove your obedi ence. Not only did
you not kill Caesar but you all owed
yourself to get caught. The
position you put nme in was
intol erable. Can you think of one
good reason why you shoul d not be
taken fromthis room and executed?



CHARM AN
Your Majesty, I... | did try.

CLEGPATRA
This is nurder, girl, you don’t get
points for effort! Besides |’ve
only got your word and what good is
that to ne? Perhaps you stayed your
hand, you didn’t have the guts.

CHARM AN
No!

CLECPATRA
Per haps your little fling with that
trollop fromthe theatre nmade you
forget whose side you' re on?

CHARM AN
(furious)
That isn’t true!
CLEGPATRA
Oh real ly?
CHARM AN
(1 oud)
YES! Mark Antony was already
there - if it weren’t for himthen

Gai us woul d be dead!

Charmian’s riled up. She softens, inplores.

Cl eopatra

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Please. | amloyal. | did not
betray you when | was caught.

CLEOPATRA
|’ d expect nothing |ess.

studi es her. Then:

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
But your glass isn't shaking. A
test of conviction, and truth...
bel i eve you woul d have killed him

CHARM AN

(1 npl oring)
Yes.



CLEGPATRA
The failure was not your own. W
coul d have hardly predicted Mark
woul d be so reckless. Your ability
was never in doubt. But | needed to
see the fire in your eyes. To know
your heart remains with Egypt.

CHARM AN
It does, ny | ady.

CLECPATRA
Mhm

Dangerous beat. C eopatra PICKS UP t he RI BBONED MANUSCRI PT.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
And yet there’s the matter of this
manuscri pt you brought us... A new
play by Cctavia, | take it?

CHARM AN
Yes.

CLEGPATRA
You wish to hear it read? Wy?

CHARM AN
| " m curi ous.

CLEOPATRA
More than curious. This would have
been your |ast request. A final
unfortunate testanment to your |ack
of sound judgenent of |ate.

CHARM AN
(sudden)
It’s just that no one’s ever
witten nme anything before! That’s
all'!

Beat. Renenbers hersel f.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Your Maj esty.

CLEGPATRA
About you? You inspired it?

Charm an has a nihilistic air about her.



CHARM AN
She gave it to nme just before |
fled the city. And | thought... if
there’s nothing else for ne, then
at least before | die | can find
out how the story goes.

Beat .

CHARM AN (cont' d)
| nmean it mght be rubbi sh.

CLEOPATRA
(faintly anused)
It mght. But | amintrigued. The
Romans are usually so busy hating
us, it’d be nice to read sonet hing
t hat bucked the trend..

She PICKS the FI RST PAGE

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Very well. W have the tine.

CHARM AN
You'll read it?

CLECPATRA
Yes. Qut loud. If you' re very
| ucky, I may even do the voices.

3 EXT. STREET / DOMUS CARI NAE - AFTERNOON

OCTAVI A and QUI NTUS WALKI NG QUI CKLY al ong a BUSY STREET.
Qui ntus has been summned by Gaius, and COctavia i s annoyed.

OCTAVI A
W' re performng in three hours!
Did Gaius give any indication at
all why he wanted to see you?

QUI NTUS
When summoned by a politician, one
shoul dn’t ask any questi ons.

OCTAVI A
But we’ve enough to do as it is!

QUI NTUS
You didn’'t need to cone!



OCTAVI A
What, and give hima chance to con
you into rewiting another of ny
pl ays? Yeah right.

QUI NTUS
Cctavia, | am wounded!
OCTAVI A
Tell me |’ m w ong.
QUI NTUS
You know | can't; | |ike bribes.
But it’d have to be a large one to
make ne do it again, | prom se you
OCTAVI A

(sarcastic)
Thanks, that neans a | ot.

They’ ve arrived outside the Donus Cari nae.

QUI NTUS
K, here we are. Do | just knock
or -

The DOOR OPENS.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
Oh! Hel | o.

A nervous LEPI DUS EXI TS.

OCTAVI A
Lepi dus?

LEPI DUS
(junps, startled)
Ahh! What is it, what do you want?
You haven’t any proof!

OCTAVI A
(puzzl ed)
W’'re here to see ny brother.

LEPI DUS
Oh | see! Wll, nothing wong with
that is there, eh? Ha ha ha!

OCTAVI A
Un are you alright? You | ook like
you haven't sl ept.



LEPI DUS
( par anoi d)
What, yes, of course! Everything is
fine! Fine fine fine! Wio said it
wasn’'t, was it YOQU?

QUI NTUS
No!

LEPI DUS
Ha! A likely story! Don’t hurt ne.

OCTAVI A
(low to Quintus)
What’s wong with hin®

QUI NTUS
| don’t know, but | w sh he’d been
this good when he was on stage.

Door CREAKS OPEN a bit nore as GAIUS STEPS CUTSI DE

GAl US
Lepi dus? You' re neant to be finding
us a priest. Time's of the essenc.

LEPI DUS
(enforced cheer)
Yes, sorry, got distracted!

He squeezes past COctavia and Quintus as he GOES.
LEPI DUS (cont' d)

Do excuse ne, sorry - inportant
busi ness! Hush hush! Ta tal

OCTAVI A
Seriously, what’s up with that?
GAl US
Yes, well, you know Lepi dus. Nose

to the grindstone, up all night.

OCTAVI A
And why do you need a priest?

GAl US
Er, just a routine check. Talk to
t he gods, see how we’'re doing, that
sort of thing. Ah, you there!

QUI NTUS
Good afternoon, sagacity!



Awkwar d.

OCTAVI A
For goodness sake.

GAl US
Your conpany is performng tonight
isn't it?

QUI NTUS
Correct Caesar. A repeat of our
ri otous comedy The Crown Jul es.

GAl US
s that the one about the tragic
death of my father Julius?

QUI NTUS
... Ye-es. W can change it if you
i ke?
OCTAVI A
(firm

No we can’t.

GAl US

No whatever, it’s OK, you go ahead.

(under breath)
It m ght even be appropriate.

OCTAVI A
VWhat was t hat?
GAl US
(blithe)

In fact | wanted to book a few
tickets if that can be arranged?

OCTAVI A
You’ ve al ready seen it.

GAl US
Qur nother wants to see it again.
Just give us a couple of seats up
t he back, nothing conspi cuous.

QUI NTUS
Yes Caesar, of course!

GAl US
Oh and I'"minviting sonme friends
along, if you can squeeze themi n.

10.



11.

QUI NTUS
Anyt hing for you! How nmany?

GAl US
Er, about a dozen or so. Wth their
pl us ones. Probably sone guards
too. You know what, let’s book out
the first two rows. Can | do that?

QUI NTUS
Yes! W'|ll have to shift a few
cultists, but that’s easily done-

OCTAVI A
Gaius, what’'s this all about?

GAl US
Don’t you want any busi ness?

OCTAVI A
Si nce when have you cared?

GAl US
Cctavia, it’s a work thing. Take
sone clients out for dinner and a
show, swing their votes in the
Senate, yadda yadda. Can we do it?

QUI NTUS
Not hi ng woul d grant ne nore joy!
GAl US
Right at the front?
QUI NTUS
Ri ght at the front.
GAl US
Gorious. I'Il settle the account
later. I know where you are.
QUI NTUS

(bonhom e)
And | know where you are! Ha hal

GAl US
VWhat ?

QUI NTUS
(smle wped off face)
Not hi ng.



12.

GAl US
Good. Well, that’s all, off you go.
|’ m sure you're both very busy.

OCTAVI A

Witing nore jokes at your expense.
GAlI US

That’s it, keep up the good worKk!

Bye now
Door SLAMS as he goes back inside.

QUI NTUS
The first two rows! This is how you
sell out.

OCTAVI A

Selling out is right. You re a
gover nnent st ooge.

QUI NTUS
A governnent stooge who can buy new
shoes!... What’s with the frown?
OCTAVI A

Sonmething isn't right here... He's
got a gleamin his eye. It’s very
unusual .

QUI NTUS
Don’t be paranoi d.

OCTAVI A
| tell you |l don't like it...

QUI NTUS
Darling, we’'re staging a play of
yours to a sell-out crowd and
everyone will say how brilliant you
are. Isn't that enough?

OCTAVI A
You know it isn't.

QUI NTUS
Tsk! Witers. Never satisfied.
4 | NT. MLITARY CAMP - AFTERNOON

Mar k speaking with a GROUP of ten SENI OR OFFI CERS. They’'re
MURMURI NG about what they’ ve just heard. Mark QUI ETENS t hem



13.

MARK
So lads, that’s about the size of
it. We're close to the finishing
line, but I need you for one | ast
caper. Wat do you say?

DRUSUS
Wll it’s like this, sir. W want
to help you out, you know that. But
we can’t feed our kids on prom ses.

RUFUS
Yeah, we’ve been patient and all,
and given you nore tine when you’ ve
asked for it...

DRUSUS
But to ask us to wait even | onger,
with nore work invol ved. .

RUFUS

Exactly, well it’s kind of...
MARK

You reckon it’s taking the piss.
RUFUS

A bit, yeah.
DRUSUS

What you’ re proposing sounds a
right laugh, we’'d love to do it,
but w thout cash up front...

RUFUS
Most of the boys are tal king about
rioting tonight.

MARK

As bad as that?
RUFUS

Yeah, it could get pretty ugly.
MARK

Lads, | hear what you’re sayi ng.

W’re all up against it and | can’'t
expect the men’s support w thout
putting nmy noney where ny nouth is.
So that’s exactly what |’ ve done.

He THUWPS a big (and full) WOODEN CHEST.



14.

DRUSUS
What’s with the nystery box?
MARK
So confident am | in the outconme of

this little venture that I’'m
sticking this up as collatoral.

He OPENS t he chest; CREAK of HEAVY LI D

MARK (cont' d)
Feast your eyes, | ads.

Wth a ROAR of effort, he TIPS the chest and | oads and | oads
of CONS SPILL QUT over the table. Al the sol diers MJRMUR
appreciatively.

DRUSUS
Oh nat el

RUFUS
Now t hat’s what |’ mtal ki ng about!

MARK
| sold nmy summer house for sone
cold hard cash, because dam it we
all need to nake sacrifices. And
there’s another twenty-five chests
out si de. You reckon that’s enough
pay for an extra night’s work?

DRUSUS
|’d say the boys will be very on
board! We al ways believed in you!

RUFUS
Just give us the word sir! For the
gl ory of Rone!

The officers all nake STRI DENT “YEAH "s etc
MARK

Let’s go over the plan again. If we
get this right, we’'re honme and dry.

| NT. CLEOPATRA' S BARGE, HER QUARTERS - AFTERNOON
Cleopatra is finishing the play. She does the voi ces.
CLECPATRA
Ent er Poppaea, still dressed as an

Egyptian servant. Shana turns and

| aughs.
( MORE)



CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Shana: “Let’s get you out of those
silly clothes.” Poppaea: “As ny
| ady conmands...!” They | augh,
enbrace, and cling onto one
anot her. Though they may | oke,
t hey’ ve fought hard for this
nonent. We sense it will |ast them
a lifetinme. Audience appl ause. End.

Cl eopatra PUTS | T DOMN.

Beat .

CHARM AN
(rmoved)
Un.. Ww. ..
CLEOPATRA
Mmi Not bad at all! The jokes are
still a touch broad for ny taste,

but the passion is unm st akeabl e.
Did you enjoy it?

CHARM AN
(loved it)
| did. Quite a lot actually.

CLEOPATRA
| suppose it takes a few attenpts
for a witer to find their voice.
You’ ve been a good infl uence.

Cleopatra is | ess approving of this next bit.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
It'’s also clear to ne how much she
feel s about you.

CHARM AN
(hesi tant)
You t hink so?

CLEGPATRA
An elite Roman wonman defies her
class to adore a foreign servant?
She’s even given it a happy ending.

CHARM AN
(itnward sm |l e)
She was al ways naive |ike that.

CLECPATRA
It’s obvious that the two of you
were very much in | ove.

15.



CHARM AN
(forgetting hersel f)
Well, | don't know about that, but
the sex was great.

CLEOPATRA
TM Charm an

CHARM AN
Yes sorry, sorry...

Beat, Charm an consi ders.

Cl eopatra

CHARM AN (cont' d)
| think if it wasn't love... then
it was sonething very close to it.

CLEOPATRA
(si ghs)
Charm an. ..
CHARM AN

It was new and exciting, and it’s
over, and I'msorry. If you so wl|
it then 1'Il be proud to serve you
till my dying days, and ny heart
remains with Egypt - but | can't
regret the days | spent in that

theatre, and with her. 1... can't.
EXHALES and CROSSES the room mulling it over.
CLEOPATRA
Oh I'’mreally not sure how to fee
about this. | nust deplore you
fraternising with a Roman... M nd
you, which of us hasn’t?
CHARM AN
That’s different. You' re a queen.
CLEGPATRA
And you're a servant - but you're
also brilliant.
CHARM AN
Me?
CLEGPATRA

It’s what nakes this so difficult.
You’' re one of the brightest and
nost cour ageous people |’ve ever
met - and |’ ve net Sextus Ponpey.

16.



CHARM AN
(slips out)
So have |I.

CLEOPATRA
VWhat, when?

CHARM AN
Er, well, | nean, um

CLECPATRA
You were on the pirate ship? Don’t
tell me - trying to nount a rescue
of your l|ady |ove. Ch Charm an!

She’ s al nost anused by the gall of it.

CHARM AN
| imagi ne my future prospects | ook
pretty bl eak right about now.

CLEOPATRA
Yes they bl oody well do!

She CROSSES TO Char ni an

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
And yet... Ch, nmaybe that silly
play has calnmed ny spirit, but you
remnd ne so much of nyself... MW
real self, beneath the crown. That
which | keep | ocked away. ..

She regards Charmian fondly. Thinking it over.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
You | ove nme, don't you?

CHARM AN
Yes.
CLEOPATRA
You know you cannot stay in Rone.
CHARM AN
Yes.
CLEOPATRA

And even as | read that play, you
commtted it to nenory?



18.

CHARM AN
(unsure where this is

goi ng)
Yes. | did.

CLEOPATRA
Mm Wit there.

She WALKS to the door, PULLS IT OPEN

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Sadi ki! Can we sail to Egypt?

SADI Kl
Al as the Captain says we cannot -

Cl eopatra SLAMS THE DOOR.

CLEOPATRA
Wel | Charm an.

CHARM AN
Yes ny | ady?

CLEOCPATRA

It seens we have an evening free.
She WALKS BACK to Charmian. Wth a cunning smle:

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Shall we spend it at the theatre?

| NT. THEATRE BACKSTACE - EVENI NG A FEW HOURS LATER

NERVOUS VWHI SPERI NG MJUTTERI NG ACTORS backst age getting
ready to start. Of, a LARGE AUDI ENCE are TAKI NG THEI R
SEATS. It’s pretty full. Quintus approaches, CLAPPING his
hands.

QUI NTUS
K everybody, thunbs out, masks on.
Get to your places. Not |ong now.

ANTYLLUS
Quintus! | just had a thought.

QUI NTUS
Antyllus! I don’t want it.

ANTYLLUS
It was just, do we really need the
masks? We coul d express a | ot nore
wi th our faces.



BASSI LLA

19.

And t hey make the kissing scenes a

bl oody ni ght mare.
QUI NTUS

(hasn’t time for this)
And how el se woul d you communi cat e
the personality of your characters?

ANTYLLUS

Act i ng.
QUI NTUS

(1 aughabl e)

HAI 1'd | ove to revol utionise

theatre but we’'re not doing it

toni ght. Masks on.

ANTYLLUS BASSI LLA
(grunbl e) (grunbl e)

Cctavia ENTERS. She’s trying too hard to be upbeat.

QUI NTUS
(acknow edgnent)
Cct avi a.
OCTAVI A

Hey everyone!

Lots of buzz! You al
QUI NTUS
(1 ow)
Too much, darli ng.
OCTAVI A
Bassilla, |
BASSI LLA
You don’t have to nm’ am
OCTAVI A
But | feel |-
BASSI LLA
No, really. Pl ease.

Bassil | a WALKS AVAY.

OCTAVI A
|’ m not doing very well

Big crowd out there.
| ook great!

wanted to say agai n-

am|?



7

QUI NTUS
No but you' |l feel better after
appl ause. Any sign of our VIPs in
the front rows?

OCTAVI A
They’'re only a bunch of dusty old
senat or s.

QUI NTUS

Oh ny favourite kind! Lots of noney
and al ways so grateful.

OCTAVI A
Well try to control yourself - ny
brother’s greeting them now.

| NT. THEATRE AUDI TORI UM ENTRANCE - CONTI NUQUS

20.

The hum of the AUDI ENCE | ouder here. Gaius is greeting the
SENATORS as they come in with their wives. ATIA is here too,

in a disagreeabl e nbod as usual .

GAl US
Decius, hello! ... Messala, so glad
you nmade it! And your |ovely |ady
wife too...

ClLLO
Thanks for the tickets, old boy!

GAl US
Cillo, not at all! Wanted to show
no hard feelings. You know ny
not her, of course.

ATI A
“allo.

ClLLO
Good evening, Atia. Looking forward
to seeing the show?

ATI A
| doubt 1'Il see anything, we're
right at the back.

Cl LLO
Oh dear. Er, where are...?

GAl US
Front row there, best seats in the
house! Enjoy the show.



21.

Cl LLO

(goi ng)
Thank you!

Gai us keeps smling fakely at PASSI NG SENATORS as Atia
t al ks.

ATI A
Wiy can’t we sit at the front?

GAl US
You’ ve seen this one already. Gve
t he ot hers a chance.

ATI A
You didn’t want to cough up the
extra nmoney did you.

GAI US
Bel i eve what you |ike, nother.
ATI A
Cheapskat e.
GAl US
(not engagi ng)
Yep.
NASO
(passi nQg)

Eveni ng, Caesar.

GAl US
Naso, front two rows, that's it.

NASO
Do | have tinme for a pee?

GAl US
They’ Il be starting soon, but
there’s a bucket behi nd your seat.

NASO
Oh spl endi d.
GAl US
Yes... Not long to go now...

| NT. THEATRE BACKSTAGE - CONTI NUOUS
Actors CGETTI NG READY TO START. Cctavia | ooking on



OCTAVI A

(sighs)
QUI NTUS
Cctavi a?... Cctavi al
OCTAVI A

(snaps out of it)
Yes? Hel |l 0? Sorry.

QUI NTUS
Front of house have given us the
all clear. W re ready to go.

OCTAVI A
Ri ght, vyes.

QUI NTUS
You shoul d get to your seat, if you
want to watch the play. W may even
do it properly this tine!

OCTAVI A
| guess we can’t build a reputation
on plays that go w ong.

QUI NTUS
You’ d be surprised. Anyway, go! Go!

Beat. He needs Cctavia to go al ready.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
(sharp exhal e)
Look, I'"msorry Charman isn’t
here. | liked her, eventually.
But we’ve got a show to do. And
wi shing that she was here isn’'t
going to bring her back.

CHARM AN
You never know, it m ght.

Beat of awesone.

OCTAVI A
Char m an!

CHARM AN
Hey.

QUI NTUS
Oh. Well. dearly I don’t know what
|’ mtal ki ng about. The fact
remai ns-



OCTAVI A
Yes - could you give us a nonent?

QUI NTUS
VWhat? No! | can’t! W need to
start -

OCTAVI A
Pl ease! Qui ntus.

Beat. Quintus has had it up to *here* but...

QUI NTUS
Yep. Sure. One nonent. Wiy not?
(exiting)
| hate theatre.

He WALKS AWAY, |eaving them alone. Of, the hum of the
AUDI ENCE waiting for the play to start.

CHARM AN
Hey. So. | wasn't sure if youd
even want to see nme again, after
t he way things ended, but |-

Cct avi a EMBRACES her very tightly.

CCTAVI A
(cl ose)
Cone here.

CHARM AN
(squeezed)
Www OK! Yeah.

OCTAVI A
| m ssed you.

CHARM AN
(squeezed)
Yeah. | m ssed you too.

She COUGHS a bit. Octavia RELEASES her.
OCTAVI A

Qop, sorry. | thought you’d gone -
why’ d you come back?

CHARM AN
To see you agai n.
OCTAVI A
(smling)

Real | y?

23.
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CHARM AN

Yeah. Aaaand... | read your play.
OCTAVI A

You di d?
CHARM AN

VWll a friend read it for ne - well
to tell the truth, the i mortal
Queen of Egypt read it for ne, but

anyway - | liked it. So. Here | am
OCTAVI A

Wh-what ? Real | y? | thought

Cl eopatra was going to kill you?
CHARM AN

So did I, but she liked the play so
much she’ s al ready bought a ticket.
She’s out there, in disguise. Said

you finally wote nme a part that’s

actually worth playing!

OCTAVI A
Oh, she did, did she? Wiere i s she,
Il spit in her eye-

CHARM AN
Not now! W’ve got a show to do.
OCTAVI A
... What?... You nean, you want to
be in the play! Tonight?
CHARM AN
Yeah. | do. You wote sone nice

lines, be a shane to waste them

OCTAVI A
But Charman... we’'re not doing it
t oni ght .
CHARM AN
Wy not ?
OCTAVI A
No one knows the |ines.
CHARM AN
(grin)
But | do.
OCTAVI A

Real | y?
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CHARM AN
O course! How about you? | nean, |
take it you were playing Poppaea..

OCTAVI A
How d you know?

CHARM AN
Lucky guess. So...? For old tinme’'s
sake?

They’ re both grinning. Octavia decides.

OCTAVI A

Qui nt us!

Qui ntus COMVES BACK OVER

QUI NTUS

Yes! Can we get on with the show
OCTAVI A

Sort of. We're changing it.
QUI NTUS

Changing it?
OCTAVI A

Yes changing it. To the new pl ay.

QUI NTUS
The new pl ay?!

OCTAVI A
Yeah, bit short notice but that’s
what we’re doing. Tell the others.

QUI NTUS
( pani cki ng)
But!... I!... No! No no no!

OCTAVI A
| thought you’ d say that, but
consi der this-

QUI NTUS
| don’t want to! Pl ease!

CCTAVI A
| know the lines and she knows the
lines - and let’s face it, that’s
90% of the play - and we can reuse

all the sets and the props and-
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QUI NTUS
And we can do it tonorrow, surely?

CHARM AN
No. It’s ny last night in Rone.

Cctavia | ooks at her. This is devastating and she barely has
time to think of it.

OCTAVI A
s it?

CHARM AN
Yes.

OCTAVI A
Ri ght .

Blink. Too much to take in. Turns back to Quintus.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
Un So. This is our only chance, it
turns out. So if we could... er...

QUI NTUS
W can't.

OCTAVI A
Pl ease.

QUI NTUS
(sighs)
| suppose you coul d al ways order
ne.

OCTAVI A
|’ ve never done it before, and |'m
not going to start now.

Tense beat. Quintus calls back to the cast:

QUI NTUS
Everyone, change of plan. W're
doi ng the new stuff i nstead.

BASSI LLA ANTYLLUS
What ?! Eh??

M x of SURPRI SED ACTORS ‘What?' ‘Ch conme on!’ Etc
QUI NTUS

W’ re debuting a brand new play and
it starts in thirty seconds!
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ANTYLLUS
But that’'s namdness!

QUI NTUS
lt'’s theatre, roll with it.

PANI CKED MURMUR of actors trying to FI ND NEW PROPS.

OCTAVI A
(t hankful)
Quintus. ..

CHARM AN
Thank you. Really.

QUI NTUS
(sighs)
Sonetimes | think crucifixion would
be so nmuch easier. Places pl ease!

| NT. THEATRE STAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Qui ntus WALKS QUT ON STAGE, conpere node. AUDI ENCE
CHATTTI NG

QUI NTUS
Ladies and the rest of you! Good
evening one and all! Yes, settle
down, | know we’'re all excited.

Audi ence QUIETEN. A WOOP from one audi ence nenber.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
Thank you nadam Wl cone to
toni ght’ s performance of The Crown
Jul es by the Pal ati ne Players. Now,
| feel personally that theatre
shoul d surprise us..

Al nost a personal side:

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
and tonight |’ ve discovered
just how surprising it can be..

CLEARS THROAT. He's sweating buckets.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
So in an unexpected but - | hope -
exciting change fromthe evening
t hat was advertised, we are in fact
doing... a totally different play!
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CONFUSED MURMURS from t he audi ence.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
Yep. Un It’s never been perfornmed
before - even by us - so, you know,
let’s run it up the flagpole and
see who salutes it. Fromthe
cel ebrat ed aut hor of The Crown
Jul es and The Passi onate Pirates,
we seek to stinulate and entertain
you with the stage debut of...

H s crescendo fl ounders.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
whatever this is call ed.

OCTAVI A
(of f)
The G rl from Egypt

QUI NTUS
The Grl from Egypt! Now give us
your appl ause and take it away!

Audi ence APPLAUD as Quintus EXITS the stage. ENTER Charm an
in character (masked) as Shana, an Egyptian servant.

CHARM AN
“Ww Conpared to Thebes where |
conme from this city of Ronme is so
different! The sights! The sounds!
The stench!”

Audi ence LAUGHS.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
“lI’”ve seen three nen pissing in the
street. | wouldn’t have cared but
they were all senators.”

Audi ence LAUGHS. ENTER Cctavia in character (masked) as
Poppaea, an elite Ronman wonan

CHARM AN (cont' d)
“Here cones a | ady. Excuse ne!”

OCTAVI A
“Yes, what is it?
CHARM AN
“I"'mnewy arrived in Ronme. |’ve

conme to earn ny fortune.”
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OCTAVI A
“A fortune?”

Beat. Audi ence LAUGH - she’s gl anced at them know ngly.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
“My, did you pick a bad tine!”

Bl G AUDI ENCE LAUGH

CHARM AN
“You nean there are no jobs?”

OCTAVI A
“Ch there are plenty of jobs - you
just won’'t get paid for them”

Bi g audi ence LAUGH, appreciative APPLAUSE for that gag.

| NT. THEATRE AUDI TORI UM BACK SEATS - CONTI NUQUS

As the audi ence APPLAUD, Atia and Gai us watchi ng together
fromthe back. Atia CLAPPI NG

ATI A
(1 aughi ng)
Ch very good! That’ll hit *emwhere
it hurts.

GAI US
Mot her, you’re tal king about ny
gover nnent !

ATI A
Wel |l you should run it better.

OCTAVIA (O S.)
“May | interest you in a position?”

CHARM AN (O S.)
“That’s very tenpting madam but
ought to get a job first.”

Audi ence LAUGH under :

ATI A
(uproarious dirty | augh)
GAl US
If you'll excuse ne, | need to go

check on sonet hi ng.

10
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ATI A
But you'll mss all the jokes!
GAl US
|’msure you' Il repeat themat ne

all week, as usual.
He GETS UP and MOVES AVAY.

ATI A
Suit yourself.

OCTAVIA (O S.)
“You saucy girl! | nmeant | could
find a use for you at hone!”

CHARM AN (O S.)
“l bet you could!”

Audi ence LAUGH.

ATI A
(uproarious dirty | augh)

EXT. THEATRE, FRONT - EVEN NG 11

Gaius EXITS the theatre. Peals of LAUGHTER fromw thin. He
t akes a DEEP BREATH, enjoying the cool evening air. Beat.

MARK
Howis it?

GAI US
(j unps out of his skin)

MARK
Bit junpy aren’t we? | hope you're
keeping it together in there.

GAl US
O course | am No one suspects a
thing. Is everything prepared?

MARK

The nmen are in position.
GAl US

And Ful vi a?
MARK

She won’'t | et us down.
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GAl US
K, give our ‘friends’ tine to get
confortabl e. Maybe half an hour.

MARK
Don't tell ne you' re enjoying the
pl ay.

GAl US
Hardly. You know, I'mfairly sure

that’s Octavia on stage.

MARK
| didn't know she act ed.

GAl US
There’s no limt to her ego. The
other girl’s voice is famliar
too... Can’t quite place it...

MARK
Never m nd that, keep your head in
the gane. Everything to play for.

GAl US
Yes... Funny to think that our
troubles will be over soon, one way

or the other. We'll either be
W nners, or dead.

MARK

(dry) _
Oh sure. Hilarious.

| NT. THEATRE BACKSTACE - LATER

(Insert nmusic break / transition?) About half an hour |ater.
Qui ntus and Bassilla watching fromthe w ngs.

OCTAVIA (O S.)
“No, | cannot marry him | shal
have to wite a nessage and tel
him| have a headache.”

O f, audi ence LAUGHTER

QUI NTUS
(I ow, inpressed)
| have to hand it to her. Over
hal fway through and it’s not done
too badly.

12



13

BASSI LLA
(I'ow
Not too badly? | had to | earn an
entirely different role between
scenes!

QUI NTUS

BASSI LLA
(Iow)
| get treated better on the
streets! There’s no way you can
keep ne in this conpany.

QUI NTUS
(1 ow, unconcer ned)
How about a ten percent pay rise?

BASSI LLA

(I ow
Yeah, that’'d work.

On stage, Cctavia has finished witing - FLURRY OF
PARCHMENT.

OCTAVIA (O.S.)

“There!l Now to call for... ah, but
do | dare? The very sight of her
makes ne...”

| NT. THEATRE STAGE - CONTI NUOUS
On st age.

OCTAVI A
“No. | shall sinply have to contro
nmyself. She is but a lowy servant
and I ama dignified Ronman woman.”
(calls)
“Shana! ”

Char mi an ENTERS.

CHARM AN
“My lady calls again so soon?”

OCTAVI A
“You are but a dignified servant
and | ama |lowy Roman wonan!”

Audi ence LAUGHTER

32.
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CHARM AN

“Par don?”
OCTAVI A

“I"'mall mxed up! I’'mnot well.”
CHARM AN

“Not well? In that case should |-?"
OCTAVI A

“No! Don’t conme any closer! ... The

fever gets worse with every step
that brings you nearer.”

CHARM AN
“You feel warnP”

OCTAVI A
“Ch hot |’'d say, very hot.”

Audi ence LAUGHTER

The |i nes

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
“Because, | nust confess, ny spirit
yearns, ny body trenbles, ny vision
clouds... for when | | ook at you I
do not see a servant. | see the one
with whom!l wish to spend ny life.”

CHARM AN
“Your |ife? | ndeed?”

bet ween characters and actors becone bl urred.

OCTAVI A

Yes. If it were possible.
CHARM AN

And if it wasn' t?
OCTAVI A

... Then 1"l weep. I'lIl weep until

t he banks of the Tiber break.
CHARM AN

You cannot nean these things.
OCTAVI A

But | do.
CHARM AN

Then it isn't fair to say them You
have the right to choose your path.
But what do | have?

33.



OCTAVI A
You have ny heart. If you want it.
Anything | can offer is yours.
woul d tear down the world for you

CHARM AN
You don’t know how.
OCTAVI A
Then teach ne.
Beat .
CHARM AN
No one woul d under stand. W
couldn’t even love in public.
OCTAVI A
Let this audi ence be our public.
Beat .

CHARM AN
(unscri pt ed)
Alright. But let’s do it properly.

OCTAVI A
(I'ow
Charm an? What are you-?

Charm an REMOVES HER MASK. Surprised audi ence MJUTTERI NGS
CHARM AN
See? | renove the mask. | hide
not hi ng from you.

Beat, then Octavia REMOVES HER MASK.

OCTAVI A
(smling)
Nor | fromyou
Romanti ¢ pause.
CHARM AN

Fuck me you’ re gorgeous.

OCTAVI A
You t o0o0.

War m audi ence CHUCKLES.

34.
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CHARM AN
A kiss, nmy love? I"'mtold actions
speak | ouder than words.

OCTAVI A
You’ re on.

Cctavia CROSSES to her; they EMBRACE and KI SS. Audi ence
“AWNN s and some CLAPPI NG

| NT. THEATRE AUDI TORI UM BACK SEATS - CONTI NUOUS
Gai us and Atia watchi ng, anmongst CLAPPI NG audi ence.

ATI A
Aww. That’'s sweet isn't it? And so
nice that Cctavia s getting sone
action at | ast.

GAl US
You have no idea what happens in
our house do y... wait a nonent.
That girl! It’s her! She's the one

who tried to nurder ne!

ATI A
| " m sure she had her reasons.

GAl US
Well she won’t get away this tine!
I’11 make sure of -

Several sets of DOORS around the theatre BURST OPEN and
li nes of SOLDI ERS MARCH | N. Confused audi ence MURMUR, CRY
QUT, etec.

GAI US (cont'd)
Ah. At |ast.

ATI A
Hang on a no. What’s happeni ng?

GAl US
Stay calm nother. Everything is
under control

ATI A
What are all those big hairy
sol di ers doi ng here?
(calls out)
Clear off you lot! You' re ruining
t he show

14
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36.

MARK (O S.)
Pl ease remain in your seats. This
is official business.

| NT. THEATRE STAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Soldiers still FILING IN Concerned audi ence MJUTTERI NGS
Mark GETS UP onto the stage (CREAK OF ARMOUR) to address
them all .

MARK
Hello hello hello! After a day in
the Senate it’s refreshing to see
so many smling faces! Please don't
get up. For the mpjority of you
there is no cause for alarm

Qui ntus STORMS QUT across the stage.

QUI NTUS
(furious)
Get out! You have absolutely no
right to stormin here |ike this!

Mar k UNSHEATHES SWORD qui ckly - SWHI NG

MARK
| think this gives ne the right.

QUI NTUS
(backs down)
Yes well of course, let nme know if
you' d |i ke a progranme.

OCTAVI A
Mar k? What the fuck?!

MARK
Sorry Cctavia. Security matter.

Senators CRY OQUT fromthe front rows.

CILLO (O S.)
This is disgraceful!

NASO (O . S.)
Appal |'i ng behavi our!

MARK
You ain’t seen nothing yet.

He calls to the sol diers.

15
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MARK (cont' d)
XK nmen! In the front two rows of
t he audi ence you will find twelve
senators. They are to be arrested
i mredi ately.

GASPS from t he audi ence.

ClILLO (O S.)
Arrested?! On what charge?!

MARK
On the charge of conspiracy - to
conmmit mass nurder, and to
overt hrow t he Republi c!

GASPS of astoni shnent, horror, terror etc fromthe audi ence.

NASO (O S.)
VWhat ?!

CHARM AN
Oh this is bad...

ANTYLLUS
Dad?! Dad, what are you doi ng?

MARK
Stay out of this, son. You d better
tell your actor friends to pack it
in and go hone - shows’s over.

ANTYLLUS
You had to do this now?!

MARK
As good a way as any to get twelve
traitors in one place at the sane
time! Finally, culture has a
pur pose. Cheers Cctavi a.

OCTAVI A
Seriously Mark, 1’1l nmake sure you
get so much shit for this!

MARK
Just doing ny job. Keeping us safe.

OCTAVI A
Saf e?!



MARK
(at soldiers)
Al right nmen, no point hanging
about. Arrest those traitors and
anyone who tries to stop you.

Audi ence shocked MJTTERI NGS across the whol e audi tori um
KERFUFFLE as SOLDI ERS escort SENATORS out, under:

DRUSUS (O S.)
Yes sir! OK, cone on you lot, you
heard what the man said.

CILLO (O S.)

But - but no - we’'re innocent!..
NASO (O S.)

Pl ease!
MARK

Yeah yeah, heard it all before -
come on, get ‘em outside.

Gai us PUSHI NG his way t hrough.

GAl US
Mar k! Mar k!

MARK
Gaius! Plan’s working like a charmn
You shoul d get to the Senate.

GAl US
I will, I will - but the girl,
Cl eopatra’s servant, she’s here!

MARK
Eh? WWhere?
GAl US
Look, she’s... no, she was right

there! VWhere are the actors?

MARK
| told themto go hone.

GAl US
You what?! W’ ve got to find her!

MARK
We haven’t got tine for that, we’'ve
nore inportant fish to catch

38.
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GAlI US
But she needs to-

MARK
Stick to the plan and get to the
Senate!! 1’1l keep things noving

here. Go on, piss off, piss off!

GAl US
Alright, finel See you |later.

An annoyed Gai us HURRI ES AWAY.

MARK
St upi d boy.

EXT. THEATRE, STAGEDOOR - CONTI NUOUS

W' re outside the theatre, tucked away at the side by the

st agedoor .

l|t’s secluded here, but we hear nmsses of curious

CROADS not far away, at the front. A door OPENS as Qui ntus,
Cctavi a and Charm an STUMVBLE out .

QUI NTUS
Come on you two, quickly!
OCTAVI A
Char m an?
CHARM AN
| " mhere, |’ m herel
QUI NTUS

Prai se Bacchus for the stagedoor!

He SLAMS t he door shut.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
Now t hen: hide. Run for the hills.

OCTAVI A
W&’ re not runni ng!

QUI NTUS
Cctavia, your brother recognised
Charm an, and | doubt he’s your
bi ggest fan right now either.

CHARM AN
What about you?

16
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QUI NTUS
Who knows what ny future holds
after tonight? | expect 1’'I| be

found guilty of harbouring a
fugitive in a romantic conedy. It’s

new, |'ll give you that.
OCTAVI A

|11 protect you.
QUI NTUS

You' || have a job on protecting

yoursel f, dear.

Beat. She knows he’s in danger now.

OCTAVI A
" m sorry.
QUI NTUS
l’mnot. Well that’s not entirely
true, I'mterrified, but what a

show to go out on

Of at the front, a ROAR fromthe CROANDS as t he SENATORS ARE
DRAGGED QOUT.

CHARM AN
They’ re draggi ng out those
senators. Do you think they' re
really guilty?

OCTAVI A
|’ve got a funny feeling they' re as
surprised as the rest of us.

MARK (O S.)
Clear a path there, clear the way!

17 EXT. THEATRE, FRONT - CONTI NUOUS

A huge CROAD of peopl e have GATHERED AROUND; CURI QUS,
EXCI TED MUTTERI NGS. SOLDI ERS LEAD SENATORS out of the
theatre. Mark is very nmuch playing to the crowd.

MARK
Everybody, please, go back to your
homes! We're just arresting a dozen
senators for conspiring against the
State. There’s nothing to see here!

17
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Cl LLO
ease! Pl ease! There's been a
stake! We’re i nnocent!

MARK

Oh shut it, G llo! Your assassins
have al ready drawn first bl ood.

Cl LLO

VWhat ?!

MARK

Thanks to your rabble, over three
hundred esteened patriots of Rone
may di e! How many nore will you

k

Il before you' re satisfied?

ClLLO
don’t know what you’re talking

about! Really!

Crowd start

BOO NG and JEERI NG
Cl LLO (cont'd)

Soneone, listen to ne!

FULVI A steps out fromthe crowd and riles them up.

FULVI A

We don't listen to traitors! Do we?

Crowd: “NO”

Mar k and Ful vi a have rehearsed this.

MARK

Ful via, my darling wife! Don't |et
your fem nine enotions run wld!

FULVI A
can’t help it, husband! Wen

see those twel ve cringing cowards |
feel sick for the brave nen who

di

ed at Philippi, fighting for a

safer and juster Republic!

CROAD agr ee,

lots of angry “Yeah!”s and “She’s right!”s.

MARK
feel it just as strongly, but we

nmust convey these nen to prison
where they will await their trial
in a fair and honest court of |aw

41.
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FULVI A
(to crowd)
But they're guilty! W know they’'re
guilty! Don’'t we?

Crowd LOUDLY CONCUR. She’s whi pping up a nob.

FULVI A (cont' d)
Rone demands j ustice now

ClLLO
No, no pl ease!

NASO
Jupiter, help us!

FULVI A
DRI VE OQUT THE TRAITORS! RID US OF
THEI R PERFI DI QUS FI LTH!

“YEAH !'!” Crowd go WLD and SURGE agai nst the small group of
senators, BEATING t hem and THROW NG t hi ngs at them

Cl LLO NASO
No! Keep back, please! Keep Don’t touch ne! Aargh!
away from ne! Aughhh

As the VI OLENCE UNFOLDS, we pull back a bit to hear a
soldier talking to Mark Antony.

DRUSUS
Ceneral, sir! What do we do? They
could tear the prisoners to pieces!

MARK
Stay back. | won’t endanger the
safety of our nen to save those
pricks. Besides, they' re the reason
you | ot couldn’'t get paid on tine.

DRUSUS
Real | y?

MARK
Yep.

DRUSUS

Oh. Well in that case.

(cal I s back)
Keep back, lads! W're sitting this
one out.

They stand by as the senators are BEATEN TO DEATH
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18 I NT. SENATE HOUSE - EVEN NG 18

Meanwhi l e, lots of worried SENATORS are listening to Gai us.
He addresses them confidently in a way he never has before.

GAl US

Fel | ow nen of the Senate! The
conspiracy | uncovered is the nost
unconsci onabl e and hei nous assaul t
on the freedom of our governnment
since the killing of ny own father,
the divine Julius. That twelve of
our own trusted col |l eagues could
hatch a plot so ruinous inits

scope and evil in its application,
it turns ny very blood to ash just
to think of it... My colleague
Lepi dus feels the sane.

LEPI DUS

(br oken)

|"mso tired... so tired..

VARRO

Their assassins could strike at any
nmoment! We're all of us in danger!

GAl US
It grieves ny heart to see our
nunber so sharply reduced al ready -
and to know that there are those
across the country beyond the reach
of our protection. Had we not acted
when we did, your lives would even
now be forfeit - for who knows how
many of us these traitors planned
to destroy!

Lots of SCARED MURMURI NGS from SENATORS

GAI US (cont'd)
But ny friends, we have caught and
arrested the conspirators. Their
assets and properties wll be
sei zed as reconpense. That npney
will be used to hire nore guards to
defend us, nore soldiers to fight
for us. More food to fill their
belli es and keep them constant.

VARRO
What of those statesnen already
dead?
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GAl US
Their assets too shall be donated
to a just cause - the defence of
Rone and its peopl e.

LOUD AGREEMENT from SENATORS.

GAI US (cont'd)
The good Lepi dus hinsel f has been
to the Tenple of Apollo to pray and
seek the guidance of its priests.
And what did they say, Lepidus?

LEPI DUS
(br oken)
So many dead... so many dead. .
GAl US

K - they said the auspices were
strong! An eagl e descended on a
rat, tore into the flesh with its
tal ons, and then di scharged upon a
priest. | don’'t need to tell you
how good a sign that is.

RELI EVED MJURMURS from senat ors.

GAI US (cont'd)
My friends! Trust in our strength!
Qur supremacy is assured! Long live
t he Republi c!

RAUCOUSE APPLAUSE from senators.

EXT. THEATRE, FRONT - EVEN NG
A RIOT has started. Peopl e RUNNI NG AROUND everywhere.

MARK
They’ re getting carried away over
there. Rioting. Looting. Setting
things on fire.

FULVI A
You wanted an angry nob, darling,
so that’s what | got you

MARK
One of your best, | have to say.
Coul d even be your finest work.

44.
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FI RE,
LOOTI NG and so on. Mark and Ful via | ook on, quite happy.



FULVI A
Thank you. There’s sonething so
stinmul ati ng about a good riot.

MARK
You’ ve got ‘trouble’ witten all
over you. And believe nme, |’ve

checked.
They LAUGH | asciviously, and KI SS.

MARK (cont' d)
It’s all snpothe sailing from here.

FULVI A
But darling, you re forgetting
Gaius. Wiile he lives..

MARK
Yeah. |’ ve thought of that.

FULVI A
You’ ve got the arm es back now. Any
senat or who stood agai nst you is
ei ther powerl ess or dead already.

MARK
Yeah... | don’t need Gaius to take
the hit for any m stakes. W won’t
be maki ng any nore from hereon out.

FULVI A
And in the wanton chaos of tonight,
anyt hing coul d happen to him..

W' Il never get a better chance..
MARK
You're right. | guess |’ve got one

nore job to do tonight.

FULVI A
A soldier’s work i s never done.

MARK
W' re going far, you and ne. Ri ght
to the very top

FULVI A
Ch Mark. | can top you any day.

Mar k CHUCKLES lustily. They KISS. Fulvia PATS his chest.
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FULVI A (cont' d)
Come back home when you’ re done. |
fancy a spot of |ooting nyself.
There’s a broach | had ny eye on.
|’d say |’ve earnt it, haven't 17?

MARK
Yeah. See you | ater.

FULVI A
Renmenmber: don’t cone hone until
he' s dead. ..

Ful vi a WALKS AVWAY. Mark takes a DEEP, STEADYI NG BREATH

MARK
Well. | guess it’s time. Sorry
Julie, if you re | ooking dowmn on
us. As usual, nothing worked out
t he way you pl anned.

CLEOPATRA
Not hi ng ever does.

It seens as if she’s suddenly appeared. Mark is surprised.

MARK
Hel l o d eo.
CLEOPATRA
Hel | o MarKk.
MARK

| thought you'd left for Egypt.

CLEGPATRA
| stayed to see a Roman conedy.
can’t say | enjoyed the punchline.

MARK
Just sone internal restructuring.

CLEOPATRA
Those nen were beaten to deat h.

MARK
Their insides were restructured,
exactly. How | ong have you been
standi ng t here?

CLEOPATRA
Long enough. Charmian isn’'t the
only one who knows how to stay
undet ect ed.



Beat. Si zi

A sol di er

MARK
And where is your little spy?

CLEGPATRA
Sent onwards to ny ship, to ready
our departure. Ronme doesn’'t feel
li ke a very safe place right now

MARK

It will be. 1'll see to that.
CLEOPATRA

So | just heard.

ng each ot her up

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Were you to find yourself going
East... Alexandria is always open
to you. We could carry on that talk
we started.

MARK
Yeah. 1'd enjoy that.
(trying to be cool)
You know, if | have the tine.

CLEOCPATRA
(smrk)
Qoviously. If you have the tinmne.

RUNS OVER

DRUSUS
CGeneral Antony! General!

MARK
Yeah? What is it Legate?

DRUSUS
The nen are raiding the traitors’
homes. Do you have any orders?

MARK
They can take anything fromthe
first house, but the rest bel ongs
to Ronme. Sound fair?

DRUSUS
Yes sir. You joining in the fun?
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The harboursi de near Cl eopatra’s barge.
on the barge as SAI LORS PREPARE TO LAUNCH, but the npod is
ot herwi se oddly tranquil. The WAVES LAP agai nst the dock.

Cctavia and Charmi an are here. Awkward npod.

MARK
No, |’ ve got sonething else to take
care of. If her Majesty would
excuse ne?

DRUSUS

What’'d you call nme sir?
MARK

Not you! | neant C eopatr... Huh.
DRUSUS

There’s no one there sir.

MARK
| wouldn’t be too sure of that. You
can never tell with these people.

DRUSUS
You don’t nean Egyptians?

MARK
| nmean wonen. Have a good night.

He WALKS OFF.

EXT. HARBOUR, NEAR CLEOPATRA'S BARCGE - EVEN NG

OCTAVI A
Looks |i ke your ship’ s about ready.

CHARM AN
They don’t want to keep her waiting
agai n. She m ght not be so nerciful
a second tine...

OCTAVI A
|s she really that bad?
CHARM AN
She clicks her fingers, people die.
OCTAVI A
(awkwar d)

Oh. Ww. Are you going to be OK?
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We can hear ACTIVITY



Beat .

Beat .

CHARM AN
| guess that depends on what she
t hought of ny performance tonight.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
That’ s a j oke.

OCTAVI A
Doesn’t sound like it.

CHARM AN

1’1l be fine. Really. She knows
I’11 never fail her again.

CHARM AN (cont' d)

VWhi ch al so neans... Wll.
OCTAVI A

No nmore... of...
CHARM AN

Us. Yeah. No.

It’s the end but they don’'t want it to be.

OCTAVI A
Maybe | could run up onto that ship
and refuse to get off until it gets
back to Egypt.

CHARM AN
Hey, | can’t stop you.

OCTAVI A
|’ ve al ways wanted to go there.
Your people are... just so much

nor e advanced than us. You' ve got
culture. You ve been around for
t housands of years.

CHARM AN
Yeah well, we’ ve been conquered
several times over so it’s not al
fun... But | wish | could take you

to the library. You' d love it.

OCTAVI A
The library?
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CHARM AN
I n Al exandri a.

OCTAVI A
Ch, the library.

CHARM AN
Yeah.

OCTAVI A

You ever go in?

CHARM AN
Sure, but | couldn’t read anyt hing.

OCTAVI A
The greatest collection of
literature and learning in the
entire world...

CHARM AN
Yeah. It’s just sitting there.
Waiting for you.

OCTAVI A
Us.
CHARM AN
You could read it all to me. As you
know, |’ ma fast | earner!
OCTAVI A
|'d i ke that.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
It’s goodbye isn't it?

CHARM AN
Yes. |’ve already pushed nmy | uck
nore than | can dare.

OCTAVI A
And | can’t run away. Quintus, and
the Players, |’ve |landed themin so
much trouble. | need to help them
CHARM AN

We did kind of screw them up



OCTAVI A
And soneone’s got to keep an eye on
Gai us. Tonight was... like, the

Gaius | grew up with, he d never
use the arny like that. Ever. It’s
got to be Mark.

CHARM AN
Has it? Power does things to
peopl e.

OCTAVI A
Ha, ny brother’s too boring to get
corrupted. But he’s easy to push

around. | should know.
CHARM AN
Yeah but... have you never seen a

rut hl ess streak in hinf

OCTAVI A
... Al this tonight, those nen
beaten to death, that can’t be him

CHARM AN
Cctavia... whatever happens, you’ve
got to stay smart. OK? You need to
be very, very smart.

OCTAVI A
You think I'min danger?

CHARM AN
Nane a single person who isn't. If
ever in doubt, just think to
yoursel f, “What would Cctavia do?”
and remenber who you are. K?

OCTAVI A
| |love you.

CHARM AN
| said OK?

OCTAVI A
OK. Yes. | will. You be smart too.

CHARM AN
| don’t know any other way to be.

A HORSE GALLOPI NG towards them Cl eopatra is riding it.
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The hor se

Cl eopatra

Cl eopatra

OCTAVI A
Charmian. | really want to see that
library with you

CHARM AN
I’11 keep hopi ng.

OCTAVI A

11 never stop.
conmes to a HALT, SNORTI NG

CLECPATRA
Wbah, boy! Wbah.

DI SMOUNTS.
CLEOPATRA (cont' d)

Wel Il That was exhil arating.
Charm an, is all prepared?

CHARM AN
Yes ny |l ady. W can | eave at once.
CLECPATRA
Cctavia, thank you for your
hospitality.
OCTAVI A

Ch, er, no problem

CLEOPATRA
And congratul ati ons on the new
play. Don’t give up, you' re getting
better every tine.

OCTAVI A
(unsure how to take this)
Thank you.

CLEOCPATRA
Now t hen! Cone al ong Charm an.
Don’t keep ne waiting.

WALKS UP t he GANGPLANK. Charmian frantic.

CHARM AN
(to Cctavia)
|’msorry, | have to go-

OCTAVI A
| know.
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CHARM AN
Goodbye.

She begins to RUN UP the gangpl ank, then RUNS BACK to
Cctavi a and KI SSES her.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
| | ove you. Never stop.

OCTAVI A

(crying)
| won't.

Charm an RUNS back up the gangpl ank.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
| won't! | promse! | won't.

She CHOKES BACK TEARS as she watches Charm an run out of her
|i fe. She BREATHES.

| NT. DOMUS CARI NAE CHAMBERS - EVEN NG

The di stant sounds of Ronme RI OTlI NG perneate this scene.
Gai us FUSSI NG over his desk and FLI CKI NG THROUGH DOCUMENTS,
with a near catatonic Lepidus standi ng nearby.

GAl US
(rmuttering)
The trick is to ensure we're never

in debt again... Lepidus, could you
hand ne the grain tallies for the
Caucasus?

Beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
Lepi dus?

LEPI DUS
Oh. Er. Here.

PASSES A DOCUMENT.

GAl US
These are blueprints for a tenple
renovation. Lepidus snap out of it.

LEPI DUS
(a spark of life)
Sorry, yes.
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GAl US
You have to put tonight behind you.
We both do. You think you' re the
only one with a consci ence?

LEPI DUS
well, er...

GAl US
Do you?

LEPI DUS

(frightened)

GAl US
Nobody’ s happy about this evening.
But the best thing we can do now is
get our heads down and govern the
country.

DOOR OPENS as Mark STRIDES in, ARMOUR CREAKI NG
GAI US (cont'd)

Ah, Mark! How s it going? Are the
twel ve safely put away?

MARK
They' re dead if that’s what you
nmean.

GAl US
Dead?

MARK

Yeah, Fulvia's rent-a-nob got a
little over-zeal ous, shall we say?

GAl US
Was t hat necessary?

MARK
Unl ess you actually wanted a very
enbarrassing public trial. The
problemw th you is you ve got no
killer instinct.

GAl US
(of f - hand)
Well | don’t enjoy it |ike you do.

Beat as Gai us FLI CKS THROUGH DOCUMENTS. Mark stares at him



MARK
(col d)
Lepi dus, could you wait outside?

LEPI DUS
Oh. Er. Yes. If you d Ilike.

MARK
| woul d.

Lepi dus WANDERS out, CLOSES t he DOOR behi nd hi m

GAl US
(muttering)
Where is that grain tally... Ah,
here we are... Yes... Hmm..

MARK
(cold, calm
Gai us?

GAl US
W' Il need to increase our grain
supply from sonewhere, | don’'t want
us relying on Egypt...

MARK
Gai us?

GAl US
Sicily would be ideal, but Sextus
Ponpey isn't letting go..

Mar k UNSHEATHES his sword. Gaius doesn’'t seemto notice.

MARK
Gai us?

GAlI US
Wul d you | ook at this? The
governor of Antioch wants a
holiday - paid! Doesn’t he know
we're in recession? Well, were.

MARK
See the thing is, Gaius, we’ve got
the arny back now.

GAl US
Yes, that nakes things easier.

MARK
And he who hol ds the arnmy holds the
bal ance of power in the Republic.
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GAl US
True, true.

MARK
They need have no fear. They answer
to no one. They have no opposition.

GAl US
| ndeed.

MARK
No opposition nmeans no probl ens.
Wi ch is good. Because when | see a
problem | like to solve it. Once,
and for all.

GAl US
Until the next time, of course.

MARK
Next tine?

GAl US
W' ve dealt with our first crisis
for the nonent, but noney and food
and order, well, they ' re the sort
of problens that never go away.

He THROWS DOWN DOCUMENTS on each statenent and pl ace nane:

Beat .

Beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
Then you’ ve got buil di ng projects,
petitions, adm nistration of the
regions - Hispania, Clicia,
Africa, the list goes on -
di pl omatic di sputes, tax fiddles,
oh and we’ve got a bandit problem
in the North, and the South, and
the West, and actually in the East
too now that | think of it. And
this is just to start wth.

Mar k consi derably | ess sure of hinself.

MARK
Ri ght. Ww.

GAl US
VWhat’'s the sword for?
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MARK
Just scratching my back with it.

SCRATCH SCRATCH

MARK (cont' d)
oo, yeah. There we go.

He SHEATHES hi s sword, under:

MARK (cont' d)
So um .. you’re happy cracking on
with all the adm n, then?

GAl US
W’ ve both got our work cut out for
us, and Lepidus, but | don’'t m nd
bearing the brunt for now. | |ive
for this sort of thing, really.

MARK
Yeah! Well, soneone’s got to!

GAl US
Wiy don’t you take a holiday? You
deserve one after all you’ ve done
t oni ght .

MARK
Maybe. Yeah... M ght head out East
for a spell.

GAl US
Wiy not? Drop in on Parthia, knock
a few heads together!

MARK
Yeah! Sounds right up ny street!

They both CHUCKLE, am ably.

MARK (cont' d)
Tell you what - Lepi dus!

DOOR OPENS, Lepi dus pokes head in.

LEPI DUS
Yes?

MARK
Let’s all of us have a toast. To
t he new special relationship.
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GAl US
To the new special rel ationship.

22 EXT. CLECPATRA' S BARGE, DECK - EVEN NG
The ship travels gently by night.

SADI Kl
Your Maj esty?

CLEOCPATRA
Sadi ki. How | ong until Al exandri a?

SADI Kl
Wth prevailing winds the captain
says no nore than three weeks.

CLEOPATRA
Tell himto nmake it two.

SADI Kl
Your Maj esty.

Sadi ki SCURRI ES AWAY across deck. Cl eopatra | ooks out across
the waters to Italy, with a subdued Charm an.

CLEOPATRA
Well, Charm an. What did you think
of your first visit to Rone?

CHARM AN
(trying to smle)
It had its ups and downs... Fell in
| ove, broke ny heart. Life s an
educati on.
CLECPATRA

The real problemw th Ronme is the
Romans. OF course you coul d say
t hat about anywhere.

CHARM AN
They’' re not all bad. | nean, not
all of them are bad.

CLEGPATRA
|’d spare a few. At the very | east
a handful. | dare say we haven’t
seen the last of themyet.

CHARM AN
WIlIl we ever go back, do you think?

22
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CLECPATRA
Unlikely. But if we ever do set
foot in Rone again, there’ s only
one way |’mdoing it.

CHARM AN
Yes?

CLEOPATRA
Mm .. As it’s conquerer.

| NT. DOMUS CARI NAE OFFI CE - EVEN NG

The di stant sounds of RI OTlI NG conti nue. Mark, Gaius and
Lepi dus bring their WNE CUPS TOGETHER. W ne SLOSHES.

MARK GAl US
Cheer s! Cheers.

MARK
There y’ are Lepidus. This should
put a smle on your face.

LEPI DUS

(qui et)
Thank you, boys.

MARK
And if the wine doesn’t, then we
have a surprise for you

GAl US
An early birthday present.

He hands over a SCROLL. Lepidus UNFURLS it.

LEPI DUS
|"mnot sure | want to think about
nmy birthday ever again... Is... is
this... It’s the deed to ny house!
GAl US
Yes. And it’s yours once again.
LEPI DUS
M ne?
MARK

Went on the market this afternoon.
Inflated price of course, ‘cos
everyone’ s out for thensel ves these
days. But what are friends for eh?

5,
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LEPI DUS
|’ ve got ny home back...! GCh thank
you, boys, thank you!

MARK
Don't nention it!

GAl US
The three of us are a team W | ook
out for each other.

LEPI DUS
| say! I'Il drink to that!

They all LAUGH Doors BURST OPEN. Cctavia storms in,
foll onwed by Ati a.

OCTAVI A
(appr oachi ng)
Gai us!
ATI A

(foll ow ng)
Cctavia, nowisn't the tine!

OCTAVI A
Shut up mum Gaius! You’ ve got to
do sonet hi ng!

GAl US
Hell o Cctavia. What’'s this about?

OCTAVI A
Don’t you know what’s happeni ng out
t here?! The nob’s growing, they' re
killing people...

Beat. She takes in the scene.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
Wait. Are you toasting?

MARK
Yeah.

SLCOSH of bottl e.

MARK (cont' d)
Want sone?

OCTAVI A
(furious)
You shits!
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MARK GAl US

Eh? What ?
LEPI DUS
Even me?
OCTAVI A
Al'l of you!
ATI A

Cctavia, don't.

OCTAVI A
Rone is burning! It’s actually
fucking burning! And you're all so
fucki ng pl eased with yoursel ves!

GAl US

| can see you’re upset but-
OCTAVI A

Upset ?!
MARK

(amused)
Bit of donestic strife eh, Gaius?
Ha ha.
Antyl lus STORMS | N

ANTYLLUS

Dad!
MARK

Ah shit.
ANTYLLUS

What have you done?! The soldiers
are looting, they re tearing down
houses - they’re draggi ng out
fam i es!

MARK
Only the guilty ones.

ANTYLLUS
There are no guilty ones!!

OCTAVI A
Antyllus is right. Even if those
men were conspirators, what have
their famlies got to do with it?
This isn’t justice.



Beat .

Danger ous

Beat .

GAl US
Anyone guilty of an unjust act wll
be reprimanded i n the norning.

OCTAVI A
Peopl e are dyi ng!

MARK
This is Rone. People die every day.

LEPI DUS
Are you sure you won't have sone
wine? It did wonders for ne!

OCTAVI A
| don’t want any pissing w ne!

ATI A
Cctavia, let’s get you hone.
There’ s not hing you can do here.

GAl US
Though you may be able to provide
an explanation as to what a
convicted crimnal was doing in
toni ght’ s performance.

CCTAVI A

GAl US
You even appeared to be quite
intimate. Unl ess that was acti ng.

beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
Was it? Sister?

GAI US (cont'd)
Mot her, take her hone. | think that
woul d be best for everyone.

ATI A
(1 ooki ng daggers at Gai us)
Yes, so | see.

OCTAVI A
You're a shit, Gaius. A snivelling
l[ittle shit!
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She STORMS QUT.

V' | |
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GAl US
have to keep an eye on her in

future. Wite that down Lepi dus.

LEPI DUS

Ch, er, certainly.

ATI A

Gai us.

GAl US

Yes not her ?

Atia is angry,

but knows better than to overstep the mark.

ATI A

(stern)
Be very, very careful

She EXITS.

I wil

Ant yl

GAl US
|, not her.

MARK
| us, you should go hone too.

ANTYLLUS

No! I’"mnot leaving until you
explain what this was all about!

MARK

(angry) _
W' re running a country, what’'s it

| ook

i ke? We’re running a whol e

bl oody Republic! No one said it’'d
be easy, did they?

Beat. He’'s instantly ashanmed of blow ng up at his son.

Dad*

ANTYLLUS

(shaken)
?

MARK
Oh... Go hone, son. W'll talk

in the nor ni ng.

LEPI DUS

(sheepi sh)
Goodni ght, Antyl | us.



Beat .
ANTYLLUS
(di sgust ed)
Yeah.

He MAKES TO LEAVE. Mark attenpts to connect with him

MARK
Ch, Antyllus?
ANTYLLUS
What ?
MARK

You were good tonight, in the play.

ANTYLLUS
You didn't see it!

An annoyed Antyllus EXITS, DOOR SLAM

MARK
(sadly)
Oh. Yeah.
GAl US

It’s been a | ong night.

MARK
You can say that again.

Puts his WNE CUP DOWN.
MARK (cont' d)

The wine’s sour... I'’mturning in.
GAl US

You did great work today.
MARK

Yeah, well. Let’s keep it up, eh?

He takes a FEW STEPS, then STOPS with a thought.

MARK (cont' d)
Hey wait a nonent. If the assassins

are killing all the names on that
birthday invite list... are we OK?
GAl US

You nean, you and | coul d suddenly
wi nd up dead tonorrow?
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MARK
Yeah!
LEPI DUS
(enbar rassed)
Er, well, actually, you' re both
safe. You see.
MARK
Oh!

Beat. Penny drops.

MARK (cont' d)
Hang on, you weren't inviting us to
your own birthday party?

LEPI DUS
Well, we see each other so often as
it is, sol thought... Um..
MARK
(shakes head)
Incredible. ... ‘Night.

Mark EXI TS, door OPENS and CLOSES. GAI US picks up a
docunent .

LEPI DUS
Yes, well. You ought to rest too.
GAl US
I will.
LEPI DUS
What ' s that?
GAl US

Mm®? Ch, just a letter. A nessenger
gave it to me on the way here..

We hear CLEOPATRA's voice as he reads it again.

CLECPATRA
“My dear Gaius Cctavius Caesar. |If
you' re ever in the nei ghbourhood,
my hone is your hone. Yours,
Cleopatra. P.S. Mark was in your
roomto kill you. Just thought
you' d like to know.”

LEPI DUS
VWat’'s it say?
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GAl US
... Oh, just sonething for nme to
t hi nk about .

He FOLDS IT UP, SLIPS it away.

Beat .

Oh fuck.

Beat .

Beat .

LEPI DUS
Al these letters and nessages..
It gets so confusing sonetines.

GAl US
Mhm

LEPI DUS
(mrthl ess chuckl e)
| was only thinking earlier how
this whol e ghastly business with
t he senators and the assassins
woul d never have happened if you
hadn’t m xed up those two |ists!

GAI US
(col d)
Yes.
LEPI DUS
Accidental ly, | nean.

LEPI DUS (cont' d)
Acci dental | y?

GAl US
G hone old friend. Sleep. W’ ve
got a lot to do tonmorrow. It’s tine
we started getting things done.

END OF EPI SODE
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