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1 INI. GAIUS S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Pi cking up very soon after the | ast episode, GAIUS is PACI NG
exi ctedly across his carpeted floor. MARK, LEPIDUS and an
upset OCTAVIA are still here.

GAl US
(muttering)
Right. OK This is good. Ch, this
is excellent.

OCTAVI A
(upset, annoyed)
Urgh, stop pacing, can’t you?

MARK
Yeah, you need to rest. Soneone
just tried to kill you.

GAl US
Not just soneone: O eopatra. The
Queen of Egypt tried to kill me.
She’s finally given nme sonething |
can work with! W need to nove
fast. Get the ball rolling before
she even knows her attenpt
failed... Lepidus, you don’t have
to put your hand up. What is it?

LEPI DUS
If the inmediate crisis is over..
could we all get sone shut-eye?

Gai us SIGHS angrily.

MARK
It has been a | ong night.

GAl US

No-one is going to bed! Can’'t you

both see what an opportunity this

is? W finally have sone | everage!
Confront her with this and we can

make her do whatever we want! She

sent an assassin identified by two
hi gh status wi tnesses.

MARK
Mate, | haven’t said anyt hing-

GAl US
Not you. Cctavi a.



CCTAVI A
What ? Me?

LEPI DUS
Are you alright, ny dear? You | ook
absol utely washed out.

GAl US
Never mnd that - you recognised
the girl. Wwo is she?

OCTAVI A
She’s an actor. From ny conpany.

GAl US
Ha. Not a bad nove, planting a spy
inny sister’s little hobby.
(beat)
Did you know?

OCTAVI A
Know what ?

Beat .

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
No! Gaius, of course not! | didn't
know she’d try to kill you

GAl US
| should hope not! | neant did she
gi ve any hint that she worked for
Cl eopatra, anything at all?

The very slightest pause.

CCTAVI A
No.

GAl US
You're sure?

OCTAVI A
Yes. | knew not hi ng.

MARK
| nmean, | directed the best play
Rone’ s ever seen, and | didn’t
recogni se her fromit?

GAl US
How coul d you when they’ re masked?
Though that voice was famliar..

( MORE)



GAI US (cont'd)
And wasn’t she serving C eopatra at
that gastly Crown Jul es play?

MARK
| dunno, | wasn’t there. Could you
swear to it?

GAl US
| don’t have to. Not when we have
the testinony of our esteened
col | eague Lepi dus.

LEPI DUS
Gosh. Real | y?

MARK
You’ re j oki ng.

GAl US
Cctavia, go to bed. You two, we’ll
continue this in nmy study. One way
or another, Cl eopatra is ours.

OPENI NG TI TLES AND THEME TUNE

ANNOUNCER
“Cry Havoc (Ask Questions Later)”
CEpi sode 17: “To Summon a Queen”

2 INT. GAIUS HOUSE, OFFICE - SHORTLY AFTERWARDS
WNE is POURED. A CUP i s PASSED

MARK
Here, wet your whiskers.

LEPI DUS
Thanks, ol d man.

GAl US
(pur poseful)
So, the assassin.

LEPI DUS
(pur poseful)
Charm an. Yes.
(conf used)
What about her?

GAl US
You’ ve seen her with Cl eopatra.



LEPI DUS
Oh! Yes, she was always beetling in
and out, running errands, pouring
drinks, that sort of thing. You
remenber, Mark. She was the one
serving you at that sexy party.

MARK
Uh... was she?

LEPI DUS
Yes! You made a ribald joke and she
didn’t laugh and you were sad.

MARK
Ch, yeah!... | think?

GAl US
Dam it, Mark! You can’t have been
t hat drunk. We spent the night
dealing with senators, renenber

MARK
Mate, | can do anything when |’ m
drunk. It actually makes it easier.

Under the above, we hear the FRONT DOOR OPENI NG (off),
foll owed by FOOTSTEPS in the corridor. FULVIA RUSHES | N

Beat .

FULVI A
Mar k! Good gods, Mark, when you
didn’t come hone tonight | thought-
(total shock)

Gai us!
GAl US
Hel | o Ful vi a.
FULVI A
You... you're here!
GAl US

In my house? Yes.
(conf used)
Does that surprise you?

FULVI A
No! No no no. Where el se would you
be! | just nmean, you're not in bed.



Beat .

GAl US
It’s been a busy night. Although
t hanks to your husband, not a
term nal one.

FULVI A
(quiet fury)
Thanks to... mny... husband?

MARK

Er. Wwell.
LEPI DUS

He saved Gaius from an assassi n!
FULVI A

(quiet fury)

D d he.

LEPI DUS

Yes! Most exciting!

MARK
Shut your gob, Lepidus...

LEPI DUS
Don’t be nodest! If it weren't for
Mark here, then Gaius would be a
stone cold corpse right about now

FULVI A
(quiet fury)
seeeeeee.

MARK
(enbar rassed)
We’'ll talk about it later...

GAl US
First thing tomorrow |’ mgoing to
call Cleopatra here and demand t hat
she accede to our ternmns.

MARK
Is that really going to work?

GAl US
She tried to assassi nate a Ronman
head of state while she was a guest
on Roman soil .

( MORE)



GAI US (cont'd)
She can’t risk us going to the
Senate with this, or the people.
She’ d never |eave this city alive.
Probably start a war.

MARK
Maybe. . .

GAl US
Her only nove is to keep us quiet.
We can ask what we |ike. Feed our
veterans, pay themoff - we could
even nake her settle themin Egypt.

FULVI A
Gai us, you’re overl ooki ng one
thing. You haven’t any proof that
Cl eopatra sent that assassin.

GAl US
Bot h Lepidus and Mark will testify!

FULVI A
Oh, you'll be testifying, wll you,
Mark? That’'s nice.

MARK
Er, well, you see-

GAl US
Right, that’s settled. The nonent
day breaks, |’m going to sunmon

Cleopatra to face an inquiry.

MARK
Whah, woah, woah. “Summon” her?
That’ s gonna really piss her off.

FULVI A
She’s the Queen of Egypt, not a
househol d sl ave.

GAl US
She tried to nurder a head of
state. She’ll do what | bl oody well
tell her! Meeting adjourned.

3 EXT. THE STREET - LATER

Late ni ght REVELLERS are around, a few bar doors OPEN and
CLOSE, etc. Fulvia and Mark WALK down the street.



FULVI A
Honestly, Mark. Were do | begi n?
Even Lepidus would find it hard to
screw up his own nurder plot!

MARK
The situation was conpl ex.
FULVI A
You' re a professional soldier!
Killing people is literally your
whol e j ob!
MARK

A battlefield and a bedroom are
not -

FULVI A
But you were just getting warned
up, weren’'t you? Because not only
did you fail to kill him you al so
made sure that C eopatra couldn’t
kill himeither!

MARK
| was unlucky that’s all-!

FULVI A
And then for a finishing touch you
offer to identify the assassin, in
public, as someone on Cl eopatra’s
personal staff. Wat do you do for
an encore?

MARK
Ch cone on, how was | supposed to
get out of that?

FULVI A
Li e maybe?!

MARK
At least | didn't get caught. He
thinks I saved his life.

FULVI A
Great, so the guy we're trying to
get rid of thinks you' re a hero,
while the person we're trying to
get on with is going to see you
condemni ng her for attenpted
nmur der .




MARK
Al right, all right! I"'msorry! Is
t hat what you want ?

FULVI A
No! What | want is for you to kill
Gai us, take Rome, and nmke ne an

enpr ess!
MARK
We’ ve never had an enpress.
FULVI A
(al nost chil di sh want)
Well | want to be the first!!
MARK

Look, he won’t be around forever.
If we can’t pay the armes, |1l
make sure Gaius takes the fall.

FULVI A
And how do we make sure you don’t
take the fall with hinf? They should
have been paid weeks ago, they're
not going to wait forever.

MARK
Well. Maybe this plan of his wll
wor k? Putting the boot into Cl eo?

FULVI A
She’s too clever for that.

MARK
Yeah but what if | side with him
and testify?

FULVI A
And turn our greatest foreign ally
into our greatest eneny?

MARK
K. I'll side with her then. Done.

FULVI A
No! Don’t side with anyone!

MARK
VWhat should | do then?

Ful vi a STOPS; so does he.



FULVI A
Just try to get through the day
wi t hout pissing anyone off.
(tenderly, entreating)
WIIl you do that?

MARK
(tenderly)
For you, I'll try anything once.

| NT. CLEOPATRA' S VI LLA - MORNI NG

Mor ni ng BI RDSONG drifts from outside. Misicians are playing
SOFT HARP MUSI C for an agitated C eopatra. Then:

CLEOPATRA
Ch, cut it out.

The nusic STOPS. C eopatra turns to her servant SADI KI .

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Sadi ki, you're certain that
Charm an hasn’t returned?

SADI KI
| am madam

CLEOPATRA
You checked her bed?

SADI KI
It was col d, nadam

CLEGPATRA
(exasper at ed)
VWat is the girl playing at?... Has
she betrayed nme? She woul dn’t.
Wul d she?

Troubl ed beat. A KNOCK at the door.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
(calls)
Enter.

The DOOR OPENS. A servant, ERASTUS, ENTERS pur poseful ly.

ERASTUS
Your mej esty. Forgive ny intrusion,
but I am charged wi th sumoni ng you
to the Donmus Cari nae.
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CLEGPATRA
Sumoni ng ne? On whose aut hority?

ERASTUS
A Triunvir of Rone.

CLEGPATRA
(suspi ci on)
Wi ch one?

ERASTUS
Gai us Cctavius, ma am

CLEOPATRA
Ah. Shit.

5 INT. DOWUS CARI NAE - MORNI NG

A SHUFFLI NG of CHAIRS, arranging of SLATES and PARCHVENTS.
It’s an inposing, airy space, with polished marble fl oors.

MARK
Do we have to sit in a rowlike
this? W look like kids waiting for
t he teacher.

GAl US
W' re presenting a united front.

LEPI DUS
| rather like it. Feels cosy!

MARK
And why did you have to drag us al
the way to the Donus? Couldn’t we
have cracked on at your place?

GAl US
It’s traditional

LEPI DUS
Speaki ng of traditions, it’'s ny
birthday in a few weeks and-

MARK
No-one gives a flying fig where we
hold a private neeting.

GAl US
| di sagree.
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LEPI DUS
| was thinking of throwing a party,
maybe about three hundred peopl e-

MARK

Not now Lepi dus.
LEPI DUS

Sorry, I'Il bring it up later.
MARK

No don’t do that either.
Of, the street door OPENS, letting in the MORNING CI TY
HUBBUB. It CLOSES again, |leaving a MJRMUR OF VO CES,
including Cleopatra’ s, tal king softly.

MARK (cont' d)
Gai us.

GAl US
| know. She’'s here.

| mperi ous FOOTSTEPS approach their door.

MARK
Vell, this is tense.
GAl US
Shut up.
The door OPENS.
ERASTUS

Queen C eopatra of Egypt.
Cl eopatra SVWEEPS into the room Erastus CLOSES the door.

CLEOPATRA
Vel | ?

GAl US
Your maj esty, thank you so much for
joining us on such short notice.

SCRAPE of chair as Ceopatra SITS inperiously.

CLECPATRA
May one ask why it was necessary?

GAl US
| just felt now m ght be an ideal
time to renew our negoti ations.

( MORE)



Beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
| don’t know about you: | felt
they’d rather stalled of l|ate. But
| have a very good feeling about
their direction going forward.

CLEOPATRA
VWhat ?

GAl US
Now, we expect you to grant us a
substantial injection of funds and
resources, in addition to settling
rights for a few thousand sol diers
on decent, arable |and wi thin your
domain. Don’t worry - we’'re not
asking for the creamhere - just
somewhere they can dig.

CLEOPATRA
Stop stop stop... You know very
well | rejected far nore favourabl e

terns than this the last tine we
met. Why on earth would | now agree
to dayl i ght robbery?

GAl US
VWll, the situation i s sonewhat
altered now, is it not?

Cl eopatra doesn’t blink; she’s playing it cool.

CLEOPATRA
Is it? | don't see how.

GAlI US
Don’t you? Well we do. Don’'t we,
gent | emen?

LEPI DUS
|"mafraid we do.
GAl US
Mar k?
MARK
Ah. Wl -
CLEOPATRA

Maybe this is a Roman customw th
which | amunfam liar, but in Egypt
we get to the point.

12.
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GAl US
Qur point is we feel, personally,
that trying to assassinate a head
of state while you're a guest in
their country may slightly weaken
your bargai ni ng position.

LEPI DUS
Especi al |l y when you get caught.

Beat .

CLEGPATRA
Coul d you run that past me again?

GAl US
Cl eopatra, you have attenpted to
thrust a dagger into the heart of
t he body politic, and now you nust
answer for the consequences.
(calls)
Guards. Bring in the prisoner.

MARK
(qui et)
So you're the heart of the body
politic, are you? \Wat does that

make ne?
GAlI US
(qui et)
lts |iver.

The door OPENS, and Charm an is ESCORTED IN by two GUARDS.

GAI US (cont'd)
Grl. You know who we are? Speak

CHARM AN

Yes | do, sir.
GAl US

And can you identify this wonman?
CHARM AN

This woman, sir?
GAl US

Yes.

Beat .

CHARM AN

| don’t know them sir.



GAl US
| magi ne ny surprise. And you,
madam w Il presumably tell ne
you’' ve never seen this girl before
in your life?

CLECPATRA
Correct.

GAl US
| thought so. Well, fortunately for
justice, we don’t need to rely on
your wor d.
(I awyer node)
Lepi dus.

LEPI DUS
Hel | o.

GAl US
Last night, a girl was apprehended
in the act of trying to kill ne.

LEPI DUS
That’ s right.

GAl US
You told us you' d seen that girl
numerous tines before while you
were living under the sane roof.

LEPI DUS
Yes.

GAl US
Wul d you recogni se her if you saw
her agai n?

LEPI DUS
Yes.

GAl US
And can you see that girl in the
roomw th us today?

LEPI DUS
(getting into it)
Yes!
es!
GAl US

Can you point her out to us now?

Lepi dus LEAPS UP, chair falling dowmmn with a CLATTER



LEPI DUS
YES! There! There she is! Look!
Thr ow t he book at her!

GAl US
(cal my)
W will. Well, your majesty? Have
you anything to say?
CHARM AN
Wi t!
GAl US
The prisoner w shes to speak?
CHARM AN
Sir, aml| in the presence of the

great C eopatra, Queen of the Nl e?

LEPI DUS
Aha! So you have heard of her! W
rest our case!

GAl US
No we don't.

CHARM AN
She i s renowned as the nobst bel oved
and wise ruler in the world.

Charm an PROSTRATES herself at Cleopatra’s feet.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Madanml | grew up hearing stories of
your magni ficence, but to find
nmysel f in your presence...

CLEOCPATRA
(rather gently)
Get up, child.

GAl US
Enough of these theatrics... Mark,
do you want to weigh in here?

MARK
Me?

CLEOPATRA
Yes, you’ve been unconmonly qui et
so far.

15.



Yes?

Pause.

16.

GAl US
Mar k, when | awoke | ast night, you
were in nmy room having just caught
this girl red-headed.

CLEOPATRA
(icily)
Had he reall y? How very heroic.
MARK
Um
CLEOPATRA

| ndeed how fortunate you happened
to be in the area at the right
tinme

MARK
(carefully)

Ye-es.
GAI US

And you can vouch that the girl is
in Cleopatra’ s enploy, can’'t you?

MARK
Er... Yeah, about that...
GAl US CLECPATRA
Yes?
MARK

| was at Cleopatra s party, and |
was being served drinks, and it

mi ght have been her. .. but | can’t
say for sure.

GAl US
Mar k.
MARK
| wasn’t paying attention. | nmean,

you were there. Did you see her?

GAl US
Well, no, but you did. She was
serving you drinks. Wasn't she?

MARK
Sorry chum Wen you’' ve seen one
servant, you’ve seen themall.



GAl US
Great. Thanks Mark. Terrific.

CLEOPATRA
So, to be clear, the only reason
you think I’mlinked to this young
wonman i s because Lepi dus says so.

GAl US
He is a Triunvir and you will treat
himw th respect.

CLEOCPATRA
Oh, certainly. Very respectable.
Practically venerable. At his age,
it must be tricky to renenber
details...

LEPI DUS
She was with you on the ship when
you first arrived! | met you bot h!
CLEOPATRA

Was that the occasion where you set
yourself on fire?

LEPI DUS
Yes.

CLECPATRA
And fell over the side?

LEPI DUS
Yes.

CLECPATRA
And nearly drowned?

LEPI DUS

Yes.
CLECPATRA

You don’t think you may have bunped
your head, or suffered from shock,
or been ot herw se confused?

LEPI DUS
Well... well... it’s possible..

CLEGPATRA
You're often confused aren’t you?

LEPI DUS
Ch, frequently.

17.



SCRAPE of

18.

CLEGPATRA
And has anyone ever trusted your
word before?

LEPI DUS
Not really.
CLEGPATRA
No.
LEPI DUS
No.
(quietly)
| withdraw ny testinony.
GAl US
What ?!
CLECPATRA

Well if that’s all you’ ve got...

GAl US
Not so fast! You snuggled the girl
inside ny sister’s theatre conpany,
inall her plays! I - | even saw
her serving you at the first one.

CLEGPATRA
Well if she was serving ne, then
how coul d she have been on stage at
the sane tinme? It’s absurd surely?

GAl US
... well... Mark, are you sure you
don’t have anything to add?

MARK
Me? Nah, mate. But you’'re doing a
great job, thunbs up

chair as C eopatra STANDS.

CLEOPATRA
In that case, this has been fun
but I have a | ot of paperwork to
catch up on. So if that's all-

GAl US
No it isn’t. You can obfuscate, and
defame, but the people of Rome wl|
never accept lies over the solid,
trusted bedrock of our-



Pause.

CLEOPATRA
Enough.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
You summoned nme here, and obli ged
me to sit through this preposterous
stunt without so much as offering
nme a glass of wine - and | am done.

GAl US
| have not fini shed-

CLECPATRA
You have no facts, no evidence,
just the vague recollections of a
senile old man and a little boy’s
hunch.

GAl US
How dar e-

CLEOPATRA
Ever since | arrived in this
unfortunate city, | have been

per pl exed, frustrated, frequently
bored, and now I’ ve been insulted.

GAl US
We have not -

CLEGPATRA
| could have been a powerful ally
to you. Do not make nme an eneny.

Tense beat.

Cl eopatra

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
| | eave Rone in the norning.
won't stay here to play scapegoat
to your iniquity.

| eaves, FOOTSTEPS on marbl e. Awkward pause.

MARK
VWll. Better luck next time, eh?

I NT. GAIUS HOUSE, OFFICE - LATE MORNI NG

Lepidus is EATING a | ate breakfast;

the pl ate.

A weary Gai us contenpl at es.

19.

CUTLERY SCRAPES acr oss
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GAl US
You know t he worst thing about
t hi s?

LEPI DUS

(mouth full)
M No. You really should have sone
br eakf ast .

GAl US
The worst of it is that | am
actually right. Losing on a bad
hand, or losing on a bluff - that I
could take. But this..

A KNOCK at the open door.

OCTAVI A
Hey.

LEPI DUS
Hel | o Cct avi a.

OCTAVI A
How d it go?

GAl US

Don’t ask. | nean, what was Mark
doi ng? He knew this was our best
chance to get everything we need,
and he threw it away!

LEPI DUS
Must have thought we were barking
up the wrong tree.

GAl US
But you saw the way that girl
| ooked at the queen. She’s in her
enploy alright. The liar.

OCTAVI A
Well what did you think she’d say?
“Yes, that’s ny enployer, the Queen
of the Nile, now you can get us a
two for one deal with the
executioner.”

GAl US
It’s not over yet. | still have her
in ny cells.
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OCTAVI A
(pause)
Yes.

GAl US
Not that she’s nuch use. Even if |
could extract a confession, the
gueen woul d deny it.

OCTAVI A
Probably. Best not to bother.

GAl US
Oh, | may as well try, | suppose.
M ght get something incrimnating
out of her. 1'Il ask the torturer
to apply the hot coals or the bees-

CCTAVI A
No!
GAlI US
Par don?
CCTAVI A
| mean... Let ne talk to her. She
knows nme... What if she gives you

evi dence she works for C eopatra?
Sonet hi ng the Senate woul d accept.

GAl US
Wrth a shot, | suppose. Al right.
Go and talk to her.

OCTAVI A
Thank you.

Cctavia EXITS at speed.

LEPI DUS
Well, that’s all sorted then!

He PUTS DOWN hi s CUTLERY, having finished breakfast.

LEPI DUS (cont' d)
| f you’ve got a nonent for sone
AOB, it’s nmy birthday next nonth as
| said, and I was wondering if-

GAl US
Lepi dus. ..



LEPI DUS
Could I host my birthday party
here? In your house? It woul dn’t
have to be a | ate one.

GAI US
_(angry) _
Lepidus! I'mtrying to avert a
national crisis and you re waffling
on about a stupid party!

Beat .
LEPI DUS
(hurt)
It’s only... Cleopatra s living in
nmy house... and nost of ny noney’s

tied up in this Triunvirate
busi ness, so...

Gai us EXHALES, regaining control
GAl US

Of course. You can host your party
here. Sorry for raising my voi ce.

LEPI DUS
Oh. Not to worry. Frayed npods, eh?
All a bit on edge. I'll draw up a
guest list, shall 17?

GAl US
As you like.

LEPI DUS
Thanks, old man. | appreciate it.

I NT. THE PRI SON - LATE MORNI NG
A heavy METAL DOCR CREAKS OPEN.

GUARD (O S.)
The prisoner’s in here.

Cct avi a ENTERS, and the door CLANGS SHUT behi nd her.

OCTAVI A
You' re | ocking ne in?!

GUARD
(t hrough door)
No, Mss. I'’mlocking her in.
You’ ve got until the tenth hour.

22.
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The GUARD s FOOTSTEPS as he retreats up the stone corridor.

CLINK OF CHAINS to underline this. Anwkward vi be.

Pause.

Beat .

CHARM AN

(wry) .
... What's the matter? Wrried |
m ght try and kill you too?

OCTAVI A
You’ re j oking about this?

CHARM AN
Wiy not? A sense of hunour is al
|’ ve got left.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
So. Your brother send you down to
get a confession?

OCTAVI A
It was the only way | could get in
to see you.

CHARM AN
Wiy woul d you want to?

OCTAVI A

Charman, |I... I'"mreeling..
CHARM AN

Poor you.
OCTAVI A

| need to understand.

CHARM AN
You knew what | was. | told you
what | was. You didn't care.

OCTAVI A
| knew you were passing back little
titbits. What Gaius has for
breakfast. How he ties his toga. |
di dn’ t think-

CHARM AN
What, that the politics m ght
affect your life in a real way?

Charmi an EXHALES. She doesn’t want this conversati on.



Beat .

Beat .

OCTAVI A
Ch piss off, | didn't expect you to
try and nurder ny brother!

CHARM AN
The two nen who run your insane
enpire are very different. My queen
was always going to ally with one
and get rid of the other. This is
real, Cctavia. Real people s |ives.
You wite jokes about it, you nust
understand it on some |evel

OCTAVI A
You used ne.

CHARM AN
And you knew.

CLI NK OF CHAI NS.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Look, this hand held the knife. It
tried to kill your brother. But
this is Cleopatra’ s hand.

OCTAVI A
You were the one who-

CHARM AN
She sends ne out, and nmy eyes are
hers, she speaks through ny |ips.

OCTAVI A
(angry) o
Oh it’s pathetic. Stop hiding. W
all choose what we do.

CHARM AN
No. We don’t all get to choose what
we do. The only acts | achieved in
my entire life that were truly free
were the ones | took with you.
Those are m ne.

OCTAVI A
Charm an. ..

CHARM AN
Don’ t.

24.
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OCTAVI A
|’ mnot going to hurt you-!

Cctavia MOVES towards Charm an. There’'s a CLINK OF CHAINS as
Charm an retreats from her.

CHARM AN
(calls)
Guar d!

Qutside, the guard slowy STOWS back towards the cell.

OCTAVI A
No!
CHARM AN
| think our ten m nutes are up.
OCTAVI A
Charm an, you have to confess. If
you don't, they’' Il torture you -
they’ Il kill you!
CHARM AN
Yeah, that’s the way it works.
OCTAVI A
St op j oki ng!
CHARM AN

Stop telling nme how to be and what
to do. Cleopatra did a ot for ne.
|’ ve betrayed her too often

al ready, I’mnot doing it again!

OCTAVI A
She’s left you here to die!

CHARM AN
So wll you. Wn't you?

The HEAVY KEY TURNS in the | ock and the DOOR OPENS harshly.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
Goodbye.

Pause.

GUARD
What’s up? Run out of conversation?

OCTAVI A
(hoar se)
| guess so.



Cctavia STEPS QUT of the cell. The giant netal door
SHUT behi nd her.

| NT. CLEOPATRA' S RESI DENCE - M DDAY
A HARP plays softly in the background.

SADI KI
| s there nothing we can do for her,
ma’ anf?

CLEOPATRA

She knew the risks. She failed.
(tone of regret)

She di sappointed ne... The best we

can hope for her now is a quick

death - but the Romans can be so

very cruel ...

I NSI STENT KNOCK UPON DOOR.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Cone.

DOORS OPEN, Mark STRIDES in.

MARK
d eo.
CLECPATRA
Mark? To what do | owe this-?
MARK
Don’t go!
CLECPATRA
What - ?
MARK

Don't | eave Rone. W can nake this
work. Better than that. We can neke
it incredible.

CLEOPATRA
You nust have ne confused with an
i di ot.
MARK
Can we tal k?
CLEOPATRA
(sighs)

Sadi ki, | eave us.
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Sadi ki

Pause.

SADI Kl
My | ady.

EXITS, DOORS CLOSE

MARK
You coul d have dobbed ne in back
there, and | could have done the
sane for you, but we didn't - why?

CLECPATRA
Sel f preservation?

MARK
No, it’s nore than that. You and
me, we're on the sane |evel

CLECPATRA
You flatter yourself. What
possessed you to try and kill Gaius

personal ly? | assune that’s why you
were loitering around his bedroonf?

MARK
| wanted to show you what | can do.
CLECPATRA
M ssi on acconpl i shed.
MARK
|’ma soldier, Ceo. And a bl oody
good general. | know I’m not at ny
best with all the adm n and
pl anning. That’'s Gaius’ |ine, or
Ful vi a’ s-
CLECPATRA
K so what happened?
MARK
Killing a sleeping man isn’t the

sanme as slaying an eneny in battle.
| bottled it. Couldn't do it.

CLEGPATRA
You' d better learn. In politics,
t he battl eground doesn’t have
edges. And no-one wears colours to
show whi ch side they’ ' re on
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MARK
Stay. W’ll work it out. This thing
with Gaius, it’s just a setback.

CLEOPATRA
A set back?

MARK
Trust ne.

She GETS UP from her divan.

CLECPATRA
Here’s what 1’1l do. 1’1l delay ny
journey by one day. If by then you
can bring ne a deal worth ny tine,
perhaps 1’1l deci de we have
sonething left to discuss after
all. If not, | walKk.

MARK
One day, that's all?

CLEOPATRA

One. Day. Tine to nove fast, Mark.
Your future nmay depend on it.

END OF EPI SODE






