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1 |INT. THEATRE OF POVPEY, STOREROOM - AFTERNCON

QUI NTUS bent over a desk in the cranped storeroom he uses as
an of fice. SCRATCHI NG of a QUI LL on PARCHVENT.

QUI NTUS
(sighs, nutters)
Carry the five... mnus three

sesterces for painting the sets,
and another two for the ushers..

OCTAVI A
(of f)
Hey, Qui ntus!

The door SLAMS open as OCTAVI A enters, KNOCKI NG OVER a
massi ve box of props which CLATTER everywhere very NO SILY.

OCTAVI A
Sorry.

QUI NTUS
|"d make a smart remark about
acting like you own the place,
except of course - you do!

OCTAVI A
You need nore space.
QUI NTUS
Which 1’1 have once you’ ve gone -

so, what can | do for you?
A CHAI R SCRAPES across stone as Octavia excitedly SITS.

OCTAVI A
Ch cone on! Have you read it yet!
The new pl ay!

QUI NTUS
New pl ay?

OCTAVI A
The one | wote as an actual
pri soner on a pirate ship!

QUI NTUS
More a polish than a new play. ..

OCTAVI A
Rewor ked from the ground up, from
shocki ng and vivid first hand
experience, dripping with insight!



QUI NTUS
Yes, nobody’ s di sput -

OCTAVI A
A never before seen glinpse of life
anong the pirates! Wth jokes and
drama and songs!

QUI NTUS
| like the songs-

OCTAVI A
But best of all it puts the boot
right into nmy snivelling toad of a
brother for taking so long to
rescue ne in the first place!

QUI NTUS
Ah.

OCTAVI A
Fulvia told ne he sat around al
ni ght doing nothing, and if it
weren't for Cleopatra | wouldn't be
here at all! And then he decl ares
it as a victory for the Roman
State! Ha! He won’t | ook so heroic
once we stick this before the
publ i c!

She JABS the play with her finger on ‘this’.

QUI NTUS
Mn About that.

OCTAVI A
... Don't you like the play? It
can’t be that awful, can it?

QUI NTUS
Ch no, it’s very good. Better than
the old one, in every respect.

OCTAVI A
Then why are you | ooking at ne |ike
Hanni bal just broke through the

Al ps?
QUI NTUS
(very carefully)
Because... we’ve decided to nake
sonme... changes, to the play’'s

nore, er, topical elenents.



OCTAVI A
VWhat?! | don’t believe it - who's

we?!
QUI NTUS

Mysel f and our... new patron.
OCTAVI A

What new patron?!
The door OPENS again - GAIUS ENTERS.

GAl US
Ah, there you are freedman.

QUI NTUS
(f awni nQ)
Good norni ng, Caesar!

GAl US
| ve had sone nore ideas for the
second act. Ch, Cctavia! Good
effort on the new script. But I
think we’ll take it from here!

OPENI NG TI TLES AND THEME TUNE
ANNCUNCER

“Cry Havoc (Ask Questions Later)”
Epi sode 13: “The Producers”

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - AFTERNCON

Of, HAMMERS and SAW NG and W NCHES HO STI NG THI NGS as t he
Pal ati ne Pl ayers CONSTRUCT A FAKE SHI P SET.

Gai us and Qui ntus WALKI NG across the sandy courtyard.
GAl US

| feel the ship’ s deck needs a
trapdoor, don’t you?

QUI NTUS
A trapdoor?
GAl US
So that | - or rather, you playing

the role of Gaius Cctavius Caesar -

He CHUCKLES and Qui ntus CHUCKLES ingratiatingly.



GAI US (cont'd)
- can leap out and surprise the
pirates during the rescue scene.

QUI NTUS
OCoo | like that.

GAl US
And then |, by which I mean you,
can grab a rope and swi ng across
with a sword between ny teeth-

CCTAVI A
VWHAT ARE YOU TALKI NG AB-!

A furious Octavia STORVMS OVER, Gaius holds up a finger.

GAl US
Ah ah ah - with a sword between ny
teeth, and | kick Sextus Ponpey
straight over the side and into the
nmout h of a passi ng shark

QUI NTUS
A shar k?

GAl US
Can we do that?

OCTAVI A
Gai us!

QUI NTUS

(di pl omati cal | 'y)
Hard to train a shark. They never
| earn their cues.

GAl US
Dangerous too | shoul d think.
QUI NTUS
Oten.
GAl US
Still you nust have a few actors
you don’t mnd getting rid of.
OCTAVI A
GAl US!
GAl US

Yes...? That’s a very unheal t hy
shade of red you’ ve gone there.



OCTAVI A
What in Mnerva’s nanme are you
doing? This is MY play - you can’'t
just swan in here and take over!

GAl US
As a Triunmvir | absolutely can.

OCTAVI A
You're pulling rank on ne?!

GAl US
Look, it’s still your play. 1’ ve
adj usted the begi nning, and the
m ddl e, and a bit of the ending,
that’s all. It is critical that the
peopl e understand the truth of what
happened during the Ponpey affair.

OCTAVI A
The truth?!

GAl US
Yes, that Rone is strong and w ||
al ways triunph over its enem es!

A nuch nore serious tone.

GAI US (cont'd)
Because di sturbing runours have
reached ny ears that Sextus Ponpey
and his cutthroat band are nore
popul ar with the public than we
are. And when | say ‘the public’
mean those sol diers canped all over
the city, upon whose goodw || our
security depends. So. What we all
need is a thunping good yarn with a
patriotic flavour - right, Quintus?

QUI NTUS
Yes Caesar.

GAl US
And that is not what you wote,
Cctavi a. You made us | ook weak.

OCTAVI A
(gritted teeth)
| wote from experience.



GAl US
(confident brio again)
Wel |l as your new producer | wll
see to it personally that this play
is athrilling success, and exactly
the story that Rone needs to see!

OCTAVI A
(sputtering)
But - wha - what do you know about
runni ng a production?

GAl US
Please, | run a Republic. That’s
much harder. Quintus, let’s talk
extras. My cousin has a parrot -
you can teach it lines, can’'t you?

QUI NTUS
Very difficult.

Gai us JANGLES a CO N PURSE

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
But consider it done, thank you.

He TAKES t he purse.

GAl US
| do so |ove being a patron of the
arts.

OCTAVI A

(simrering fury)
Gai us. Get out of nmy play. Get out
of ny conpany. Get out of ny life.

GAl US
Oh, stop being such a, a-

He SNAPS HI S FI NGERS at Qui nt us.

QUI NTUS
Drama queen?

GAl US
That’s it.

OCTAVI A
WHAT?!

QUI NTUS

H s words not nine.



GAl US
Till later, QOctavia. See you at
rehearsal! Conme al ong, Quintus.

He WALKS AVAY.

OCTAVI A
(furious)
Quintus. ..
QUI NTUS
|’msorry I'"msorry, but what could
| do?!
OCTAVI A
Sai d no!
QUI NTUS

And get thrown off the Tarpeian
Rock - no thank you!

GAl US
(of f)
Qui nt us!

QUI NTUS
(cal I s back)
As Caesar commands!
(to Cctavia)
It won’t be so bad! Maybe?

OCTAVI A
Ch - go junp in a shark

Cct avi a STORMS OFF.

| NT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COSTUME CUPBOARD - AFTERNCON

A small, intimte roompacked with props, costunes, fabric
etc. COctavia and CHARM AN having a private chat.
CHARM AN
For the record, | do not think you
shoul d set fire to the Tenple of
Jupi ter.
OCTAVI A
Al I"’msaying Charman is if there

was another crisis in the city he'd
have to deal with that instead!



CHARM AN
H's crisis is the city. Are you
going to set fire to all of Ronme?

OCTAVI A
Don't tenpt nme with a good tine..

Charm an LAUGHS. They KI SS.

CHARM AN
This play really matters to you,
doesn’t 1t?

OCTAVI A
If it’s ny play! Not his play! It’'s
bad enough having ny words nucked
around with - but making it part of
hi s propaganda canpai gn? No!

CHARM AN
Then we’ || have to stop him won’t
we?
OCTAVI A
Thanks for the ‘we.’ But how?
CHARM AN
Well, ever since | arrived here

|’ ve been finding out what makes
you Romans tick. For..
pr of essi onal reasons.

OCTAVI A
(clears throat)
Ski pping lightly over that...

CHARM AN
Gai us is hard working, persistent,
and unpopul ar, so he can take a | ot
of puni shnment. Which neans we ask
our sel ves: what could nake him so
m serable that he' d | eave the
t heatre and never return? Hm?

OCTAVI A
(cottoning on)
What ... or who?

The DOOR SNAPS OPEN as ANTYLLUS ENTERS and Cctavia and
Charm an JUMP APART in an instant.

OCTAVI A CHARM AN
Aaaah! Aaaah!



ANTYLLUS
On! Sorry. What are you both doing
in the costune cupboard?

OCTAVI A CHARM AN
Not hi ng! Not hi ng!

CHARM AN (cont' d)
That is, how would you like to help
us get Caesar off this production?

ANTYLLUS
Can 1? The guy’s got nme playing ny
dad, and I have to fall in the

ocean twelve tines, so..

CHARM AN
Great! Then before our rehearsa
tomorrow, there’s one inportant
t hing you have to do..

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - NEXT MORNI NG

Gai us WALKS UP to the nmake-shift set and the GAGGELE OF
ACTORS in front of it, recognizing Quintus.

GAl US
Ah, Quintus! Good norning.

QUI NTUS
(bowi ng)
My lord Caesar is too kind.

GAl US
(beat)
Righto. How s it com ng al ong? Al
ready for our first rehearsal?

QUI NTUS
Ah, yes, well, you see-
GAl US
| nmust say, |I’mlooking forward to
getting this play up on its feet.
MARK
Then it’s just as well | turned up!

MARK STRI DES up to them

GAl US
Mar k? Why are you here?



MARK
Well, Antyllus told nme all about
this patriotic play you re doing.
Even showed nme the script!

GAl US
(nervous)
Oh. Er, he did?

MARK
Yeah, and it’s not bad! But it
needs a, er, whatdoyacallit?

QUI NTUS
A director.

MARK
That’s it! So | put nyself forward!

GAlI US
You? Director? But | thought he was
the director?

MARK
Once he saw how keen | was, he was
happy to step aside. Wren't ya?

QUI NTUS
(no)
Yyyyep.

GAl US
But you don’t even like theatre!

MARK
Yeah, because it’s boring! But
thanks to ne it won’t be, eh?

He CLAPS Qui ntus hard on the back.

QUI NTUS

(dry)
No sir.

MARK
|’ ve had sone ideas for the story
that should really nmake it sizzle.
How much will it run us to add sone
nore arns to the giant sea nonster?

QUI NTUS
Vell, sir -

10.



11.

GAl US
What gi ant sea nonster?

OCTAVI A
Oh, that’s a new addition.

A smug Cctavia JONS THEM hol di ng PARCHVENT.

GAl US
Cct avi a? How many new additions are
t here? What have you changed?

OCTAVI A
The begi nning, and the m ddle, and
a bit of the ending, that’s all.

MARK
The story of how Mark Antony went
toe to toe with the pirate king -
t hat shoul d put bunms on seats!

OCTAVI A
Oh absolutely. Buns on seats!

MARK
And | got rid of all that rolling
hills pastoral crap at the start.

GAl US
But the mpjesty of the patria is
what makes it patriotic! And epic!

MARK
Nah nmate, ‘epic’ is fighting a
gi ant sea nonster.

GAl US
What about the pirates?

MARK
The sea nonster is a pirate, mate!
Huge twi st in the second act!

LEPI DUS
(From the ship)
Are we starting yet?

MARK
(Cal l'i ng back)
In a nonment!

GAl US
What ' s Lepi dus doi ng here?!



He | eans i

MARK
He's playing the nonster. Thought
it’d be funny.

GAl US
But this isn’t what we needed!

MARK
|’mthe director, mate. | say what
we need around here.

n with a hint of menace.

MARK
Whi ch neans ‘ Mark Antony’ doesn’t
fall into the sea twelve tinmes, you
get nme?

GAI US
Well, that was just a-a-an idea we

were tossing around.

OCTAVI A
Yes, and Mark tossed it out.

GAl US
But | ook here, you may be the
director, but 1’'mthe, the..

He SNAPS his fingers |ooking for the word.

QUI NTUS
Pr oducer.

GAl US
That’s the one - so it’s really ny
deci si on.

MARK

Director trunps producer, 1’d say.
OCTAVI A

Wwwel | ... Art is a collaborative

effort. And since you two have so
much experience working together to
govern the Republic, which is nmuch

harder than putting on a play, |I’'m
sure this show will run snoothly.
MARK

Well said! Ajoint effort! Gaius?

12.



13.

GAlI US
(hates it)
Ajoint effort. Wat fun.

Charm an (nmuffled, wearing a nmask) has come up behi nd our
team and COUGHS to get their attention.

CHARM AN
Excuse ne gentl enen?
_ MARK
(j unps)

Aaar gh! What’s that?

QUI NTUS
It’s an actor.

MARK
Wiy's it got no face?

QUI NTUS
It’s a mask. They all wear them

MARK
On! Fair play. Thought ny days were
nunbered t hen. What do you want ?

CHARM AN
Could I borrow the |lady Octavia for
a nonent, sir?

MARK
Wel | be quick, we need to crack on.
(calls to actors)
You |l ot, set up for act two!

QUI NTUS
We haven’t actually done act one.

MARK
Act one is cut. Let’s get noving!

He CLAPS his hands as the assenbl ed ACTORS and CREATI VES
MURMUR and SHUFFLE, setting up the next scene, while..
EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD, CORNER - CONTI NUOUS

Cctavia and Charm an WALK AWAY to a quiet corner, their
sandal s CRUNCHI NG on t he sand.



14.

OCTAVI A
(Hushed but psyched)
Charm an! Did you see Gaius? He
| ooked crushed! You re wonderful!

CHARM AN
That’ s sweet, darling, but we've a
|l ong way to go yet.

OCTAVI A
It’Il work, | can feel it! They'II
be at each other’s throats in no
time at all, Gaius will storm off

ina huff, and Mark will get bored
with the |logistics and give up!

CHARM AN
You m ght need to ‘push things
al ong’ here and there..

OCTAVI A
Don't worry, |I’mleaving nothing to
chance. And when they’ re both gone,
we can put on the play our way.

CHARM AN
Your way. Just... try not to get
carried away, is all.

Qui ntus cones from behind them

QUI NTUS
That’s |i ke asking the tide not to
roll in.
OCTAVI A
Qui ntus! You sneaky son of a-
QUI NTUS
| thought | could snell a plot.
OCTAVI A
It’s for a good cause! It'|Il get us
a play with artistic nerit!
QUI NTUS
Whereas if your plan goes wong,
it’ll net us two very powerful

eneni es. So: Be. Careful.

CHARM AN
You’'re not going to stop us?



QUI NTUS
(scoffs)
As if | could. But remenber, at the
end of the day, all | want is a

happy cast, a happy audi ence, and
to go hone to ny nice warm bed -
al i ve and br eat hi ng.

OCTAVI A
You will. | prom se.

QUI NTUS
Then best get to our places, before

the CGeneral orders us to march on
Gaul ... This could be a | ong day.

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL 1

A MJSIC CUE |l eads us into a rehearsal of a scene.

15.

Qur ACTORS

are on the PIRATE SH P SET. A SWORD | S UNSHEATHED as MASCI S

steps forward as Sext us.

MASCI S
Aha! Ceneral Antony, your attenpt
has failed! At last, |, Sextus

Ponpey, scourge of the w ne-dark
sea, have you at ny nercy!

ANTYLLUS
(as Mark)
| pity you, Pompey, for turning
your back on the glory of Rone!

A BANG NG OF CHAI NS upon a door.

MASCI S
What is that sound? Is this sone
vile magi c of yours, Cl eopatra?

CHARM AN
(as O eopatra)
No, but now you' |l see why Egypt
shall be forever |oyal to Rone!

The door BURSTS OPEN reveal ing Quintus as (i us.

QUI NTUS
Quake in fear, pirate scunl | am
Gai us Cctavi us Caesar and you wil |l
di e by ny bl ade!



CHARM AN ANTYLLUS

Qur her o! Qur her o!
QUI NTUS
Have at you! Aha!
MASCI S
Gho!
MARK

Stop! Stop stop stop stop stop!

GAl US
VWhat’'s the matter? You stopped it
at the best bit.

MARK
Best bit? Wien |’ m standing there
i ke a eunuch at the orgy?

GAl US
Wel | what do you want to do about
it?

OCTAVI A
Gentl emen, may | suggest... a
rewite?

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL 2

QU CK MJSIC CUE - we’ve reset for another go. A SWORD | S
UNSHEATHED as Masci s steps forward.

MASCI S
Aha! Gaius Cctavius Caesar, your
attenpt has failed! At last | have
you at ny nercy!

QUI NTUS
(as Gai us)
| pity you, Pompey, for turning
your back on the glory of Rone!

A BANG NG OF CHAI NS upon a door.
MASCI S
What is that sound? Is this sone
vile magi c of yours, Cl eopatra?

CHARM AN
No, but now-

The door BURSTS OPEN reveal ing Antyllus as Mark Antony.



17.

ANTYLLUS
St and back, pirate scum | am Mark
Antony and you will die by ny
bl ade!

CHARM AN QUI NTUS
Qur her o! Qur her o!

MASCI S
CGeneral Antony, have you been
wor ki ng out ?

ANTYLLUS
Yes. And |’'ve also had |ots of sex.

GAl US
St op!

The actors all sigh and rel ax as:

MARK
He's just telling it like it is.
Great work, son!

ANTYLLUS
Thanks Dad.

GAl US
Mark if you're not going to take
this seriously-!

MARK
You're the one snivelling about a
few changes in the script!

OCTAVI A
May | suggest another rewite?

8 EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL 3

QU CK MJUSIC CUE. A SWORD | S UNSHEATHED. The performances are
starting to get nore wooden

MASCI S
Aha! Gaius Cctavius Caesar, your
attenpt has fail ed!

QUI NTUS
(as Gai us)
| pity you, Pompey, for turning
your back on the glory of Rone!

A BANG NG OF CHAI NS upon a door.



10

MASCI S
What is that sound? Is this sone
vile magi c of yours... er..

CGeneral Mark Antony?

ANTYLLUS
Er... nope.

The door BURSTS OPEN reveal i ng Charm an as Cl eopatra.
CHARM AN
| am Queen C eopatra, and |’ m here
to save the day!
MARK GAl US
Stop! Rewrite! Stop! Rewite!
EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL 4

QU CK MJSIC CUE - we’'ve reset. A SWORD | S UNSHEATHED.

ANTYLLUS
Aha! Sextus Ponpey, your attenpt
has failed! At last, | General

Ant ony, have you at ny nercy!

MASCI S
| pity you, Mark Antony, for
bei ng... Roman. | guess.

The door BURSTS OPEN reveal ing Quintus as (i us.

QUI NTUS
(starts dramatic)
Quake in fear, you... scum..! No,
sorry, what am | doing again?
MARK GAl US
Stop! Rewite! Stop! Rewite!

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL 5

18.

QU CK MJSIC CUE - we've reset. A SWORD | S UNSHEATHED. Very

wooden performances, trying to get through it quickly.

MASCI S
Aha. Ceneral Antony AND Gai us
Cct avi us Caesar, your attenpt has
failed. | have you at ny nercy.

10



19.

ANTYLLUS QUI NTUS
| pity you for turning your | pity you for turning your
back on the glory of Rone. back on the glory of Rone.

A BANG NG OF CHAI NS upon a door.

MASCI S
What’'s that sound? Cl eopatra?

CHARM AN
No, but now you'll see why Egypt is
| oyal to Rone.

The door BURSTS OPEN reveal ing Lepidus as a big nonster.

LEPI DUS
(ent husi asti c)
It’s me! I’"ma big scary nonster!

(rmonster voi ce)
And |’ m going to eat youuuu!!

Qui ntus, Antyllus, Charm an and Mascis SCEAM NG until:

MARK GAl US
Stop!!'! Stop!!!

OCTAVI A
Rewrite?
EXT. THEATRE OF POVPEY, COURTYARD - REHEARSAL MONTAGE

The SHW NG of the SWORD BEI NG UNSHEATHED punct uat es each of
t hese nonents - a nontage that gets faster and faster.

GAl US
What if | have the sword?
SVH NG
MARK
What if | have TEN swords?
SHW NG
GAlI US
Way isn’t this working?
SHW NG

OCTAVI A
The bl ocking is the problem

SHW NG
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20.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
The set is the problem

SHW NG

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
The sky is the problem

SHW NG SHW NG SHW NG under SFX of frantic RUNNI NG AROUND.

EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY, COURTYARD - NI GHT
It’s night. CRICKETS. TIRED ACTORS si ghing on set.

MARK
K, once nore, and nake it good.

A SWORD i s CLUMSI LY UNSHEATHED.

MASCI S
(so tired)
At last, |, Sextus-

DROPS SWORD with a CLATTER. He doesn’t care anynore.

MASCI S (cont' d)
- Sextus Ponpey, have you at ny
nmercy.

QUI NTUS
| pity you. Ronme. Ronme Rone Rone.

Sone SLOW hal f-hearted BANG NG on t he door.

CHARM AN
Now you' Il see why Egypt and so on.

ANTYLLUS pl ods on.

ANTYLLUS
Aha, you shall die first hack hack
chop chop you can fall down dead,
Lepi dus.

LEPI DUS
(still enthusiastic)
Lovely! But should I fall to the
left or to the right?

MARK GAl US
Left. Ri ght .

CGeneral GROANS from everyone on stage.

12



QUI NTUS
(so over it)
XK, let’s take a break! Qur patrons
have anot her decision to nake...

SHUFFLI NG and MJUTTERI NG as the actors | eave the stage.

MARK
Look Gai us, the sun went down an
hour ago-

GAl US

If a job’s worth doing it’s worth
doi ng properly!

A serene Cctavi a SAUNTERS over.

OCTAVI A
Wel | chaps. How are we doi ng?
MARK
W' re not.
GAl US
W’ve tried this scene every way we
can and it’s still not working.
OCTAVI A

It’s a tricky one, yeah...

MARK
And if we can’t get it right-

GAl US
-then it’s hardly worth doing the
pl ay. What do you think?

OCTAVI A
|’d say that... art is tough. It’s
a constant, gruelling voyage of
di scovery.
GAl US
(sadly)

So it seens...

OCTAVI A
You’' ve got to find the heart of the
story, and then keep it beating
once you' ve attacked it fromevery
angle. That takes time, and
passi on, and patience.

21.



Beat .

MARK
(sadly)
Yeah.

OCTAVI A
So what |’d suggest, if | may be so
bold, is that if the two of you
were to take a step back, and | eave
this to the experts, then, well...

MARK
Cctavia' s right... Find the heart
of the story. And the heart of the
story is-

MARK GAl US
Killing pirates!

Killing pirates!

OCTAVI A
VWhat ?

GAl US
W’ ve been overthinking this.

MARK
Totally overthinking it.

GAl US
Let’s cut the scene, cut the
rescue-

MARK
And get to the action: the two of
us beating the crap out of pirates!

GAl US
Yes!

OCTAVI A
What ’ s happeni ng?

GAl US
We just took a step back!

MARK
So glad we got that sorted.

OCTAVI A
No, no no no-!

22.
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MARK
(calls)
Qui ntus! Get ‘emon stage! Once
nore fromthe top!

The actors TRUDGE back onto the set, MJTTER NG

OCTAVI A
This isn’t quite what | neant-
GAI US
(1 gnores)
Thanks for the hel p Cctavi a!
MARK
We couldn’t have done it w thout
you!
OCTAVI A
(weak)
No probl em
13 INT. WNE BAR - NEAR THEATRE - NI GHT 13

It’s a few days later: opening night. We're in a ROADY W NE
BAR. A CLANK as Cctavia puts down yet another DRI NK, and
sl unps agai nst the bar.

OCTAVI A
(Pure m sery)
Bar keep! Hit ne again. Mre w ne!

TAVERN KEEPER
| can’t, we've none left. You' ve
drunk it all.

OCTAVI A
Ur ghhh.

TAVERN KEEPER
I sn’t your new play on tonight?
Thought you woul d’ ve been over
there at the theatre.

OCTAVI A
Ha! 1’ m enjoying nmy | ast hour
before | have to flee Rone.

TAVERN KEEPER
A stinker is it?

OCTAVI A
Oooo yeah. You have no i dea.
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She CLUMSILY GETS TO HER FEET.
OCTAVI A (cont' d)
Guess |'d better face the nusic.
EXT. THEATRE OF POWPEY - NI GHT
Cl unsy FOOTSTEPS in the sand as Cctavia staggers over.

CCTAVI A
(sighs)
Shoul d’ ve gone off with Ponpey’s
crew after all... | could have been

a great pirate...
Unexpect edl y, CLEOPATRA is standi ng outsi de.
CLEGPATRA

No, after a whole week the shanties
woul d get really old.

OCTAVI A
Cl eopatra? ... You saw the play?
CLEOPATRA
Mmi Left early to avoid the crush.
OCTAVI A
More |ike you couldn’t bear to stay
till the end, eh?
CLECPATRA

Oh it ended a while ago.
From inside, a HUGE WAVE OF LAUGHTER

OCTAVI A
VWhat was t hat ?

CLEOCPATRA
That’ s your audi ence enjoying the
third encore.

OCTAVI A
Encore? You nean... they actually
liked it?

More LAUGHTER and LOTS OF THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE
CLEOPATRA

They loved it. They' Il be quoting
this play for weeks.
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OCTAVI A
But... but how? Why?

CLECPATRA
(amused)
Oh, you artists. Always chal |l engi ng
your sel ves and then runni ng scared!

DOORS OPEN and DELI GHTED AUDI ENCE MEMBERS BEGQ N FLOODI NG
QUT, chattering happily, quoting the odd line.

WOVAN
“For the glory of Rome! Prepare to
diel!”

MAN

“I cane here to eat figs and kick
ass - and I'mall out of figs.”

Some LAUGHTER in the passing crowd.

CLEGPATRA

See how happy they are?
OCTAVI A

But it was so... so... stupid!
CLECPATRA

A deconstruction of the epic form
and a critique of Roman machi sno,
|’d say. Ch and | |oved the giant
sea nonster.

Gai us and Mark DASH QUT to t hem

GAl US
Cct avi al Cct avi a!

MARK
Where’ ve you been? You m ssed the
whol e show

OCTAVI A
Vell, | was-

GAl US
(annoyed)
Just as well you did! They | aughed
at it, all the way through.

MARK
W were neant to | ook awesone. \What
happened in there?
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CLECPATRA
You entertained your people, and
showed you coul d poke fun at
your sel ves. | must grudgingly
congratul ate you.

MARK
Real | y?
CLECPATRA
Never underestimate the power of
maki ng people smle. | say this
calls for drinks, wouldn't you?
GAl US
Not for me thanks. | need to work

out where we went wong...

CLEGPATRA
(sigh)
As you wi sh. Shall we, Mark?

MARK
(surprised)
Ch, er. Sure! Be happy to!
See you later, Gaius, Cctavia.

Mark and Cl eopatra WALK OFF together, with the crowds.

GAl US
Li sten. Cctavi a.

OCTAVI A
VWhat ?

GAl US

| owe you an apol ogy. Theatre is
really hard. You understand it, and
| don’t... Way were they |aughing?

OCTAVI A
Probably because you can’t just
tell people how strong you are.
You’ ve got to back it up with
actions.

Beat .

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
| was hel d hostage, and you did
not hi ng.

GAl US
The situation was difficult.

26.



OCTAVI A
" m your sister.

GAl US
| know.

Beat .
GAI US (cont'd)
As | said. It was difficult. Really
difficult.
He | oves her. She understands, sadly.

OCTAVI A
Yeah.

GAl US
... Hey. How about | get that drink
for Rone’s nost bel oved pl aywi ght?

OCTAVI A
Referring to ne, or you?

They WALK OFF t oget her, CHUCKLI NG guardedly.

END OF EPI SODE

27.



