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1 |INI. PIRATE SH P HOLD - AFTERNOON

I nside the hold of the pirate ship at sea. Waves CRASH
out side, the hull CREAKS.

A heavy wooden DOOR is FLUNG open. There's a SCUFFLE

GRACCHUS
Get in there you two!

OCTAVI A and ANTYLLUS are THROM to the FLOOR They CRY OUT

OCTAVI A

What are you going to do with us?
GRACCHUS

I’1l leave that to the Captain’s

j udgenent .
(chuckl es darkl y)

He EXITS, SLAMM NG and LOCKI NG t he DOCR behi nd him

ANTYLLUS
XK, please tell ne none of this is
real! Like, it’s something you ve
come up with, and you're testing it
on ne! That’s it isn't it! Yeah?

OCTAVI A
(shaken, brave face)
| nrer si ve theatre? Not a bad i dea.
If we ever get out of this alive
Il give it sone thought.

ANTYLLUS
So... it'’s real then

OCTAVI A
Yes, Antyllus. It’s really real

ANTYLLUS
W really met Sextus Ponpey? The
terror of the tides? The man who
pi cks his teeth with the finger
bones of his slaughtered enem es?

OCTAVI A
Yeah. That’'s him

ANTYLLUS
And now we’re trapped on his ship!
Adrift at sea!l Probably mles from
anyone who coul d hel p us!



OCTAVI A

This pep talk isn’t hel ping.
ANTYLLUS

Sorry. Yeah. Sorry. ... Cctavia?
OCTAVI A

Yes?
ANTYLLUS

Are they going to kill us?

Doony beat .

OCTAVI A

(brave face)
Let’s ook on the bright side. They
haven’t killed us yet. W nust be
worth nore to themalive. So,
assum ng that ny brother and your
father can keep a cool head... we
shoul d be absolutely fine.

INT. GAIUS'S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON
SMASH as MARK turns a table over, THI NGS CLATTER everywhere.

MARK
"M GO NG TO KI LL EVERY LAST ONE OF
THOSE BARNACLE- SHAGE NG BASTARDS

GAl US
Mar k! You’ ve got to cal m down!

MARK
Cal m down?! They’ ve taken nmy SON!

Anot her SMASH.

LEPI DUS
Wel |l they ve taken Gaius’s sister,
and you don’t see him smashing up
t he place- URK!

Mar k GRABS Lepi dus by the scruff of the toga.

MARK
(menaci ng)
|’msorry, were you telling ne how
to process ny feelings?



LEPI DUS
(strangul at ed)
No, not at all! Carry on smashi ng!

Mark LETS GO Lepi dus gets his BREATH BACK
MARK

We’'ll get after them W’Il send an
arnmy! Slaughter his entire crew

GAl US

W can’t! W haven't got an arny!
MARK

Then 1’11 go by nyself! 1’1l paddle

out there and slit their scurvy-
bl oat ed t hr oat s!

GAl US
The only way this could be worse is
if one of us gets sliced to ribbons
on a suicidal solo rescue m ssion

MARK
So what do we do then?!

GAl US

Beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
(exasper at ed, def eat ed)
| don’t know. ..

Beat. Another SMASH as a CABI NET is knocked down.

GAI US (cont'd)
Lepi dus!

LEPI DUS
Sorry. | thought I'd join in.

OPENI NG TI TLES AND THEME
ANNCUNCER

“Cry Havoc (Ask Questions Later)”
Epi sode 10: “The Pirate King”
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| NT. PIRATE SHI P HOLD - AFTERNOON

SHI P at nos,

ANTYLLUS
How | ong have we been in here?

OCTAVI A

Must be an hour or so... Bored

al ready, eh?
ANTYLLUS

| wi sh.
OCTAVI A

It would be nice to have sonet hi ng
to think about other than our own
nortality... Hey, hold on a nonent!

ANTYLLUS
VWhat is it?

Cct avi a RUSTLES around in her ROBES and finds..
of PARCHVENT!

OCTAVI A
Sonme pages of ny new play! | hid
t hem under ny stola when the
pirates took us away.

ANTYLLUS
What for?

OCTAVI A
You never know when inspiration
will strike next!

ANTYLLUS

You're going to wite, at a tine
like this?

OCTAVI A
It’s the perfect tine! My play was
so inauthentic - and now here | am
ki dnapped by actual pirates!

ANTYLLUS
They m ght get angry if they find
out you're witing about them

CREAKI NG hul |, LAPPI NG waves. Antyllus and
Cctavia sit quietly, trying to control their fear.

sone sheets



OCTAVI A
Oh et themget angry! | ama
witer and | nust wite. My voice
will be heard!

The DOOR is swiftly UNLOCKED and OPENED.

GRACCHUS

What’'s all that noise!
OCTAVI A

(terrified)

Not hi ng! Not hing at all!
ANTYLLUS

It won’t happen agai n!
GRACCHUS

Good. The Captain wants to see you
OCTAVI A

Does he? In that case, tell him

we'll be along in a nonent.

SEXTUS WALKS in, coolly.

SEXTUS

Actual ly, you can tell me yourself.
ANTYLLUS

Shit.
OCTAVI A

Ch, er, Captain Ponmpey, um

SEXTUS
On this ship, you stand when the
Captain enters the room

Cctavia and Antyllus SCRAMBLE TO THEI R FEET.
ANTYLLUS
Yes sir, right away, didn't nean to
provoke of f ence-

SEXTUS
Shut up.

ANTYLLUS
Yep.

Sextus takes sonme casually intimdating STEPS towards them



SEXTUS
So, how are you finding your
acconmodat i on?

OCTAVI A
Locked in a tiny storeroomwth
sonme barrels of fish? Luxury.

SEXTUS
Gad to hear it. Only...

He draws his sword, ‘SH NG’

SEXTUS (cont' d)
Do remenber that sarcasmis the
| owest formof wt.

CCTAVI A
Ah.

SEXTUS
Qut here, the only rule is ‘respect
the Captain’. And there’s only one
penalty for breaking it.

WHOOSH as his sword goes through the air. Cctavia GULPS.

OCTAVI A
didn’t nmean to be rude.

SEXTUS
Grand. Behave yoursel ves, rel ax,
enjoy the cruise - and nobody gets
upset. O filleted.

SEXTUS SHEATHES his sword.

ANTYLLUS
What’ s going to happen to us?

SEXTUS
Al in good tine.

OCTAVI A
No, why not tell us now?

SEXTUS
Because | don’'t have to. Don't tel
me you’' ve forgotten the rule
al ready. There’'s only one.



OCTAVI A
(slight trenor)
Now, now, | ook, we’ re co-operating,
aren’t we, Antyllus?

ANTYLLUS
Yep, totally, yep

OCTAVI A
We'd just like to know a little
nor e about our intended...
(fear)
fate.

SEXTUS
|’ m not here to answer your
guestions. You' re here to answer
mne. |s Caesar in Rone? Yes or no?

OCTAVI A
shan’t tell you
ANTYLLUS
Yes he is!
OCTAVI A
Antyl | us!
SEXTUS

Cl ever |ad. And how about your dad?

ANTYLLUS
(getting braver)
My father? Yes, he’s there too!
And - and once he realises |’ ve
been captured, he won't stop until
he’ s rai ned down bl oody vengeance
upon each and every one of you!

SEXTUS
| f he does, 1’1l just kill you.
ANTYLLUS
Oh. Yes.
SEXTUS

Let’ s hope he sits back and does
what | tell him eh? And that goes
for you two as wel|.

He casual |y WALKS back to the door.



SEXTUS (cont' d)
After all: the sea air, the gentle
sway of the waves - what nore could
you ask for? Ch, and Antyl |l us?

ANTYLLUS
Yes?
SEXTUS
(cl ose)
Boo.
ANTYLLUS
(junps in fright)
Augh!

Sextus | eaves, CHUCKLI NG and SLAMS t he door.

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
| thought we were done for.

OCTAVI A
You never know, we mght still be.

ANTYLLUS
Aren’t you scared?

OCTAVI A
Yep, terrified. Now help ne.

She DROPS to the floor, SCURRYI NG ar ound.

ANTYLLUS

Why? What are you | ooking for?
OCTAVI A

Sonmething | can use for a pen! |’ve

never felt so inspired!

Antyl | us SI GHS DESPAI RI NAY.

INT. GAIUS'S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Gai us and Lepi dus di scuss plans while Mark PACES FURI QUSLY.

GAl US
Lepi dus, | appreciate you trying,
but your plan is not feasible.

LEPI DUS
|’monly throwi ng out ideas.



GAl US
A squadron of trained birds?

LEPI DUS
We train sone crows to fly over the
pirates, and catch themall in a
great big net! They' d never see
that com ng, | assure you

GAl US

Because it’s inpossible - Mrk,
| ook, why don’t you sit down?

Mark POURS a cup of w ne under:

MARK
How can 1? My son’s on that ship!
They’ Il eat himalive.
GLUGS it down.
GAl US

Drinking won’t get hi m back
Mark THROAS his cup at the wall; SMASH

MARK

|’m suffering. Alright?
GAI US

So am | .
MARK

You don’t ook it.

GAl US
| amtrying to keep control.

MARK
Why bot her?! What good can it do?

LEPI DUS
And why are we wasting tinme when we
coul d be out there doing sonething
constructive! Wth some crows!

Gai us brings his FIST DOMN on the desk.

GAl US
For the last tine, you can't train
crows to attack pirates, or untie
ropes, or carry hostages to safety!



LEPI DUS
How can you say that before we’ve
even tried?!

Under the above, the DOOR OPENS and FULVI A enters.

FULVI A
(accusat ory)
Well, | see it’s all going
sw nmi ngly as usual .
LEPI DUS
Ah, Ful vi a!
MARK

(taken aback)
Darling. What are you doi ng here?

FULVI A
Oh, Lepidus was thoughtful enough
to send soneone over to tell ne
that my son had been ki dnapped.

MARK
(seet hi ng)
Wel | thank you, Lepidus.

LEPI DUS
(oblivious)
No problemat all, honestly.

MARK
Yes, I'msorry | didn't tell you
nmyself, love, it’s just we’ ve been
busy here, working out a plan.

FULVI A
| nvol ving trained parrots, | heard?

LEPI DUS
No no, crows, ny dear! They' Il get
the job done. Parrots are all talk.

MARK
Look if Gaius would let ne, |'d row
out there and take care of the
bast ards nysel f!

FULVI A
Awwy, Mark. . .

Ful via waps her arnms around him Kl SSES hi m



FULVI A (cont' d)

You're so strong, and brave... and
st upi d.

MARK
MM |- what?

FULVI A

Jove only knows we haven't the
resources to go on the offensive,
not until you pay those troops.

GAl US
Thank you!
FULVI A
And if you try and fail with what
little you ve got, you' ll | ook even
nore pathetic than you al ready do.
GAl US
Wel |, hang on.
MARK
W' Il | ook nore pathetic if we sit

around doi ng piss all.

FULVI A
And the opposite of piss all is
letting the eneny know that you’ll
do anything to get their prisoners
back and that they’ ve got you over
a barrel. Not a great plan.

MARK
But it’s our SON

FULVI A
| KNOW And later we're going to
have a good | ong tal k about how you
all oned a band of pirates to cone
into the city and kidnap hinm But
the nost inportant thing for nowis
that you all keep your heads, and

devi se a sensi bl e sol uti on!

LEPI DUS
(snugly)
Well that’s what one of us has been
trying to do all along...!

FULVI A
Do we know where they’ ve taken the
host ages?

11.
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GAl US
Qur | ookouts believe they' re on the
pirate vessel. Wth Sextus Ponpey.

FULVI A
They could be halfway to Sicily by
nowt

GAI US
No, the ship’ s dropped anchor a few
mles off the coast. | assune they

intend to ransom t he host ages.

FULVI A
Have you sent a delegation to
negoti ate terns?

GAl US
Not yet. | didn't want us to | ook
too eager, did I?
FULVI A
Well it’s about tinme sonebody went.
MARK

Ri ght!

Mark strides to the door-

FULVI A
Not you!

MARK
Wiy not nme?

FULVI A

Because you’'re furious! You're in
no state to negotiate! It requires
tact and finesse.

MARK

So what, you nean Gai us?
FULVI A

No, he’'s needed here! | was

actual ly tal king about ne!

MARK
You?!

FULVI A
|’ve dealt with tougher nen than
Sextus Ponpey. |’ve even narried

them once or tw ce.



MARK
No, you're not going! I can’t hand
my whole famly over to pirates!

GAl US
So who do we send?

LEPI DUS
| say, has anyone laid claimto
this custard, or...?

MARK
Lepi dus!

GAl US
Lepi dus?

MARK

You' d like to be useful, wouldn't
you?

LEPI DUS
| was only asking about the
custard, really.

FULVI A
You can’t seriously nmean Lepi dus!

GAl US
No, it makes sense. He’'s the only
one of us who isn't related to the
host ages. So he can be objecti ve.
Level headed.

FULVI A
Well | suppose, but-!

MARK
Lepi dus, get over to that ship and
negotiate the terns of rel ease.

LEPI DUS
Oh yes, absolutely! Happy to hel p!
... Only, um how would | go about
doi ng that, exactly?

MARK
Well personally |I'd say step one
woul d be GET ON A BLOODY BOQAT.

LEPI DUS
Qoo yes, righto! Wsh nme | uck

Lepi dus QUI CKLY EXI TS, SHUTTI NG t he DOOR behi nd him

13.
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5 |INT. PIRATE SH P HOLD - AFTERNOON

WAVES, hull CREAKS. Cctavia is SCRIBBLINGwith a tiny nub of

char coal

SUDDENLY,
enters.

OCTAVI A
“If those stuffed togas in Rone..
want their friends back... they’ ||

have to... fight for them” Cot
anynore charcoal ?

ANTYLLUS
Here. What happens next?

OCTAVI A
The dread pirate Sextus runs his
sword strai ght through one of his
men, to show he neans busi ness!

ANTYLLUS
That didn’t happen.

OCTAVI A
Haven't you heard of dramatic
i cence?

ANTYLLUS
No. Guess |’ve got a lot to |earn.
Was | good enough to be in your

play? My audition, | nmean?
OCTAVI A
Er, well. Maybe. Chorus, perhaps.
ANTYLLUS
|"d like to be involved. Be nice to
feel like |I bel ong sonewhere.

t he door is UNLOCKED and SW NGS OPEN SEXTUS

SEXTUS
Well if you ask nme nicely, | mght
| et you be in ny crew. Have you
ever killed a man before?

ANTYLLUS
[F=A= = -

SEXTUS
Ah, thought not.



OCTAVI A
You were spying on us! Listenin
t he door!

SEXTUS

What do you take ne for? Honest

| pay this guy to spy on you an
listen at the door.

GRACCHUS
Hal | o.

SEXTUS
And what do we have here...?

Sext us GRABS t he PAGES from Cct avi a.

OCTAVI A
No! You can’t read that!
SEXTUS
“Ponpey’s Pirates - A Pl underou
Pl ague.” Very exciting. I'Il en
reading this, | suspect.
OCTAVI A

But it’s not finished!

SEXTUS
It is now OCh, and for your

g at

ly!
d

S
] oy

i nformation, we’ve spotted a smal

Roman vessel coning this way.

ANTYLLUS
They coul d be a rescue party!
SEXTUS
Then my nmen will carve themint
little pieces before they ever
eyes upon you two.
OCTAVI A
You don’t have to enjoy this so
nmuch!
SEXTUS
Don’t |7?

Swaggeri ng bravado repl aced by a steely,

SEXTUS (cont' d)
Per haps you’ ve forgotten who |
Sextus, son of Ponpey; ny late
f at her.

( MORE)

(0]
set

si mmeri ng anger.

ant?

15.
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SEXTUS (cont' d)
Bet rayed by your great uncle Julius
and driven out of Rone after a
lifetime of serving his country. |
saw ny dad nmurdered. | saw ny
brother killed in his name. So |’ m
sorry if | have a somewhat
‘negative attitude’ toward Rone and
anyone who stands for it - but 1'd
happi |y see those hypocrites burn.

OCTAVI A
(swal | ows, hol ds nerve)
You used to be a Roman t oo.

SEXTUS
Yeah. Then | saw sense.

ANTYLLUS

SEXTUS
VWhat ? What is it?

ANTYLLUS
|’ m sorry those things happened to
you. Is all.

SEXTUS
Thank you, Antyllus. For that, 1’1I
kill you | ast.

ANTYLLUS
(terrifiied)
Ri ght .

Sext us WALKS AWAY.
SEXTUS
I’11 let you know how it pans out.
It mght get a wee bit bl oody. Oh,
and Cctavi a?

OCTAVI A
Yes?

SEXTUS
Thanks for the play!

Sextus SLAMS t he door shut behind him
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INT. LEPIDUS'S ATRI UM - AFTERNGCON

GENTLE SUMVER WND in the gardens outside. CLEOCPATRA
frantically SCRIBBLES with pen on parchnent.

CLECPATRA
As if the gods weren’t testing ne
enough with these Roman bl ockheads,
t hey send drought to Menphis in ny
absence. . .

The TEARI NG of PARCHMENT; she hands the nessage over.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
You, get this to Alexandria. And if
| hear any nore grunbling fromthe
officials, then our army has ny
perm ssion to mai m whoever it
chooses for the duration of the
crisis. Understand?

EGYPTI AN MESSENGER
Yes ny Queen. | shall fly to Egypt
with the winds of Shu at my back,
| etti ng no-

CLEGPATRA
Hey hey, less chat. Mre flying.

EGYPTI AN MESSENGER
Yes ny Queen!

The MESSENCER RUNS to the DOOR and EXI TS.

CLEOPATRA
(sighs)
Can’t a country rule itself for a
day or two?

FOOTSTEPS as CHARM AN ENTERS HURRI EDLY.

CHARM AN
My |ady! Urgent news!

CLEOPATRA
Vi t .

RUMMAG NG in a fruit basket.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
You can say what you |ike about
Lepi dus, but he’'s smart enough to
keep a ready supply of fresh figs.



She BITES into the juicy FIG

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
(eating)
K, Charm an. Report.

CHARM AN
Sext us Ponpey has grown bol der.
Significantly bol der.

CLEOPATRA
|’mnot surprised. He’'s certainly
captured the public’s inmagination.
Extrenmely good ass, if | recall.
Have you ever seen it?

CHARM AN
No ma’ am

CLEOPATRA
Extrenel y good.

Anot her LOUD BI TE.

CHARM AN
Well he’s nmade his nove. H s nen
infiltrated the city and took
host ages back to his ship!

CLEOPATRA
VWho was taken?

CHARM AN
Mar k Antony’s son, Antyllus, and..

Struggling to get the words out.
CHARM AN (cont' d)

... Cctavia, the sister of Caesar.
Fromthe theatre

CLEOPATRA
Ah. Now that i s wonderful news.
CHARM AN
(slips out)

But how can it be?

CLECPATRA
You di sagree with your Queen? No
figs for you.



CHARM AN
No no, | just... wonder what we
stand to gain fromthis news.

CLECPATRA
This is just the | everage we need
to kick the Romans off their lofty
plinths. There’s no way they’' |l be
able to stage a rescue thensel ves;
they’ Il be absolutely flailing!

Amusi ng for O eopatra; not for Charm an.

CHARM AN
That’ s certainly true.

CLEOPATRA
So, once they' re really desperate,
[’11 swoop in and rem nd themt hat
| just happen to have the finest
seaborne fighting force known to
the civilised world at ny comrand,
and see if that encourages a little
nore... flexibility.

CHARM AN
And then we’ll face Ponpey and
rescue the hostages?

CLEOPATRA
Unl ess he’s already killed them
CHARM AN
Yes.
CLEOPATRA

The trouble with pirates is they
have no sel f-control

EATS ANOTHER FI G

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Mmm These fi gs!

CHARM AN

So for now we take... no action?
CLEOPATRA

No, we'll let themstew a bit. Have

t hey begun negoti ations yet?

CHARM AN
Lepi dus has just set out to do so.



CLECPATRA
Lepi dus?! Well, if anyone can get a
hostage killed, it’s him That’|
be all, Charm an. Wy, you | ook a
little faint.
CHARM AN
A... mld sickness, nothing nore.
CLECPATRA

What did | tell you: don’t drink
the water. Anyway - a queen’s work
i s never done. Run al ong now.

CHARM AN
At once.

Then, to herself - but close to us:
CHARM AN (cont' d)
|”ve got a lot of planning to do..

INT. GAIUS'S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

A strained atnosphere as night draws in. An unusual
qui et. GAIUS, MARK and FULVI A awai ti ng news.

MARK
(unusual I'y qui et)
The sun’s goi ng down.

GAl US
Hn? What ?

MARK
The sun’s going down. And we still
haven’t heard anyt hi ng.

GAl US
|’msure it won’t be nuch | onger.

FULVI A
You sound confi dent.

MARK
No, he’s right. You don’t kidnap
soneone if you don’t want to ransom
them do you? | mean, they won’t
just kill them wll they?

GAl US
No.

20.
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Beat .

GAI US (cont'd)
Unl ess they want to teach us a

| esson.
FULVI A
I n what ?
GAl US
Justice? As far as they know it.
MARK
No. No, at any nonment now, Lepidus
will conme through that door and

give us the news. He’'s got to.
The DOORHANDLE RATTLES.

MARK (cont' d)
There, what did | tell you!

FULVI A
Fi nal | y!

GAlI US
Let’s see what we’'re up agai nst.

The DOOR FLI ES OPEN and. .

ATI A
Wul d you believe it, the cheeky
bastard’s put his prices up again!

BI G SI GHS from everyone el se.

GAl US
Good eveni ng, not her.

ATI A
The city’s buzzing! Al the inns
are saying they' re booked up. It’s
not even the busy season. Onh,
hell o, Fulvia, you |Iook nice.

FULVI A
Thank you Ati a.

ATI A
Mark on the other hand....

MARK
For Jove’'s sake. .

21.
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ATI A
It’s these pirates, is what it is.
The city’s thronged with country
folk, all hoping for a glinpse of
the m ghty Sextus Ponpey’s fl ashing
smle and his fanpbusly good arse.

FULVI A
| have heard a | ot about it.

GAl US
Yeah, sane.

ATI A
And so the nerchants all jack up
their prices! Rinsing themfor al
they’re worth! They think people
wi ||l pay anything these days!

FULVI A
People are very qgullible.

ATI A
| nmean, | ook what | got...

FULVI A
Ah.

Atia PRODUCES a ceram c STATUE from her SATCHEL.

ATI A
Three denarii he charged ne for
that! Three denarii!

GAl US
Yes not her, shocking, but we’'re
waiting for an inportant-

| gnoring him Atia SWAGGERS OVER to Mar K.

ATI A
Mar k! Mar k!

MARK
What, what do you want!?

ATI A
Look at this. Does this seemlike
three Nereids satisfying Neptune’s
carnal needs? Does it?

MARK
| really don’t-
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ATI A
Look at it, Mark. Does it? Does it
| ook |i ke that? Eh? Carnal ? Does
it? Does it, Mark? Does it?

MARK
| swear, old wonman, if you don’t
get that statue out of ny face, |I'm

going to smash it into pieces and
shove them strai ght up your-

ATI A
You woul dn’t dare.

MARK
Wy not ?

Atia KNEES HMin the groin. HE DOUBLES OVER
MARK (cont' d)

Aaaaar gh!!!

ATI A
Because |1’ d knee you in the
whatsit, like that. Sorry Ful via.

FULVI A
No, pl ease. Whenever you i ke.

KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK at the door.

GAl US
Yes? Cone?

A MESSENGER ENTERS

ROVAN MESSENGER
An urgent note for you, o Caesar.

GAl US
G ve ne that, quickly!

He SNATCHES the SCROLL away and UNROLLS it.

MARK
VWell, conme on, what is it? Is it
from Lepi dus?

GAl US
No. It’s fromthe pirates. It’s
a ransom demand.



MARK

Well. At least they' re still alive.
FULVI A

How rmuch?
GAl US

Fifty talents of gold for Cctavia,
and a hundred talents for Antyll us.

MARK FULVI A
What ?! Oh ny Cods.
ATI A
(musi ng)
No, | don’t think I’d pay that for
Cct avi a.
GAl US
(exhal es)
Four and a half mllion sesterces.

O an el ephant’s weight in gold.

FULVI A
When’' s the deadl i ne?
GAl US
M dday tonmorrow. O they' Il... Kkill
t he host ages.
MARK
W' Il never raise that much by

tomorrow And where’s Lepi dus?

GAl US
They cover that in here too.
“Thanks for the extra hostage.”

MARK
Aughhhh. .

GAl US
They say if we pay for the other
two, they' Il throw himin as a free
gift.
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WAVES, hull CREAKS. A calner sea than earlier.

OCTAVI A
(seriously annoyed)
Well. This is just brilliant.



ANTYLLUS is | eani ng agai nst the door,
he can hear outsi de.
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concentrating on what

ANTYLLUS
(not paying attention)

OCTAVI A
Just in case we were in any doubt
as to whether our famlies had even
the slightest idea what they were
doi ng, they send Lepi dus, LEPI DUS,
to negoti ate our rel ease.

ANTYLLUS
Yeah.

OCTAVI A
And then the doddering old fart
gets hinsel f kidnapped as wel|.

ANTYLLUS
Too right.

OCTAVI A
The | evel of inconpetence and
stupidity is absolutely staggering!
My Gods... No offence, Lepidus.

LEPI DUS
Oh no, none taken, ny dear.

ANTYLLUS
Coul d you keep your voices down?

OCTAVI A
VWiy? What are you doi ng over there,
anyway? Cone away fromthe door

ANTYLLUS
Ssssh! Hol d on..

Antyl lus TIPTOES over to her. They speak quietly.

OCTAVI A
What ' s the gane?

ANTYLLUS
You' re right, okay? Nobody’s com ng
for us. Nobody knows what to do. So
we’'ll have to escape oursel ves.

OCTAVI A
Oh, Antyl |l us-
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ANTYLLUS

Li sten! 1’ve been surveilling them
OCTAVI A

Surveilling them..?
ANTYLLUS

Yeah! The guards nove in a pattern.
They check in on each other roughly
every hal f-hour, except right after
a guard change when there’s no sign
of anyone for at |east another
quarter. So if we strike then, and
take out the single guard on duty,
we coul d make a break for the deck
and sw m for shore!

LEPI DUS
Seens a tad reckless..

ANTYLLUS
Look, when the guard changes, you
and | will hide either side of the
door, Cctavia shouts for the guard,
and when he cones in, we'll get the
drop on him | just have to listen

for the guard change. Should be any
noment now. . .

Antyl lus TI PTOES back over to the door.

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
We all just have to stay very,

very, very quiet...
POW the DOOR is THROMN OPEN, CLONKI NG Antyllus on the head.
ANTYLLUS (cont' d)

Augh!
SEXTUS

Evening all. Were s Antyllus?
OCTAVI A

Behi nd the door.
CREAK as DOOR pulled fromthe wall.
SEXTUS

Oh, sorry, lad, didn’'t see you
t here.



ANTYLLUS
(dazed)
Let’s... get... the drop on..
SEXTUS

Yep, very good. Now, Lepidus..

LEPI DUS
Oh, um hell o.

SEXTUS
| f you ask ne, these quarters don’'t
measure up to your lofty station
and fine breeding.

LEPI DUS
Well, | didn't |ike to say...

SEXTUS
So we’ve got sonething very specia
in mnd for you... GUARD

GRACCHUS
(chuckling evilly)
Yes sir. This way, you.

Gracchus GRABS LEPI DUS and DRAGS hi m out of the room
LEPI DUS
(dragged away)
No! Please! 1'I|l be good! |
prom se! Cctavi aaaaaaa!
DOOR SLAMS behi nd t hem

OCTAVI A
What are you going to do with hinf!

Sextus’s tone softens. Quite am abl e.

SEXTUS
Ch, give himsone dinner. He' Il be
fine. I just wanted to talk to you
wi thout a Triunvir listening to us.
OCTAVI A
Eh? Why?
SEXTUS

It’s about this play of yours...

He BRANDI SHES t he SCROLLS.
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SEXTUS (cont' d)
(genui ne)
| really like it!

OCTAVI A
You... you do?

SEXTUS
Yeah! It’s funny! And the way you
rip the piss out of those snobs on
the Palatine H Il - | nean, well
pl ayed. That’'s proper top shelf.

OCTAVI A
(surprised)
Oh, well! Thank you! It needs
anot her draft or two...

SEXTUS
Aye, but it’s nearly there. | only
had one note, honestly.
OCTAVI A
Yes?
SEXTUS
It’s kind of awkward, but... it’'s

about the way you ve witten ny
character. You see, deep down,
well... I"'mreally not as nasty as
all that.

END OF EPI SODE
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