CRY HAVOC! (ASK QUESTI ONS LATER)

EPI SODE 9 - KI DNAP!

Witten by

Cct avi a Bray

Edited with additional nmateri al

by David K. Barnes

Recordi ng Script (Version 5.0)



CAST
Sarah Lambie as Octavia
Benjamin Garrison as Quintus
Lara Sawalha as Cleopatra
Sarah Agha as Charmian
Ellie Dickens as Atia
Harry Roebuck as Gaius Octavius Caesar
Kazeem Tosin Amore as Mark Antony
Aaron-Louis Cadogan as Antyllus
Andy Secombe as Lepidus
Ryan Hopevere-Anderson as Sextus
Ahmed Aljabry as Sadiki
Mark Nicholson as Gracchus
Alastair Christie as Dion
Helen Gould as Auditionee
Ryan Hopevere-Anderson as Roman Messenger 1

Content Notes
Abuse of Power (recurring theme)
Bullying and taunting
Food
Alcohol & Alcohol Use
Vicarious Embarrasment
Sexual References & Innuendo
Kidnapping
Threats of violence
SFX: Crowds, Eating and Drinking,
misophonia, Sea & wind, creaking




1

DREAMY FLASHBACK

A SVELL OF APPLAUSE all around us. CHARM AN recounts her
experience in The Crown Jules in tones of pride and wonder.
Everything feels much bigger in this flashback.

CHARM AN (V. Q)
It had never happened to nme before.
So many eyes | ooking at nme, not
through ne. | was glad. | wanted to
be seen.

Her words as Jupiter RI NG OUT.

CHARM AN
I, Jupiter, have conme to manage the
affairs of nortal nen!

The del i ghted GASPS of the audi ence. SMATTERI NG of APPLAUSE.

CHARM AN (V. Q)
They delighted in nmy every word. The
effect 1 had upon them was
i ncredi bl e.

CHARM AN
Who but the gods can create harnony?

A greater WAVE of appl ause, with CHEERI NG

CHARM AN (V. Q)
And | knew then that... | liked this.
| liked it alot. | really, really
want to do it again.

CHARM AN
Go forward, and nay we neet again!
Farewel | !

Enor nous, WORLD- SHAKI NG APPLAUSE! WHI STLI NG, HOOTI NG. Bi gger
than we heard in the episode. It's nmonunental for her.

Then it nelts away, |like a dream And we're in..

| NT. CHARM AN' S QUARTERS - MORNI NG

Qutside, a bright, sunny norning. Bl RDS. BREEZE. I nside,
Charmian is with SADI KI, another of C eopatra' s servants.



CHARM AN

And that's how it was. | came up with
a plan on the fly, | nade up sone
words, | saved the show, and..

SADI Kl

... The Queen discovered what you'd
been doi ng.

CHARM AN
(down to Earth)
Yeah. That wasn't part of the plan.

SADI Kl
You nean you weren't going to tel
her? But Char m an-

CHARM AN
O course | was! Sooner or later. |
amloyal, | will always be | oyal.
SADI Kl
| hope so.
CHARM AN
But how... how could | pass up on the

opportunity to feel like that? How
coul d anyone?

SADI Kl
| amcontent with ny duti es.

CHARM AN
Sure, Sadiki. You must |ove
announci ng guests all day.

SADI Kl
The Queen trusts ne. | woul d never
take that for granted. |I'm sure she

won't | et you out of her sight again.

A change in Charmi an's tone. The magi ¢ di med.

CHARM AN

Actually... she wants ne to go back
SADI Ki

To that theatre? To those... people?
CHARM AN

Mmm
SADI KI

You don't | ook very pl eased.



CHARM AN
As she told ne herself... it won't be
for the sake of art.

She recalls CLEOCPATRA' s words - a slight REVERB

CLEOPATRA (V. Q)
Charm an, fromnow on you will report
to me every word that Cctavia says.
She knows thi ngs, about her
government - and her brother. The
cl oser you work with her, the nore

she' Il confide in you, and any detai
no matter how small coul d be val uabl e
to us.

CHARM AN (V. Q)
Yes, ny | ady.

CLEOPATRA (V. Q)
Do this and | may yet overl ook your
| apse in judgenent. And who knows, we
may one day have need of a... friend,
in such high places. One who'll do
what ever we ask, in return for
keepi ng their secrets. The nost
effective weapon of themall... is
i nformati on.

We return to the present.

SADI Kl
You' ve got off nore than lightly! To
spy for the Queen is a great honour!

CHARM AN
(resigned)
| know. Ch, | know.
SADI KI

Agai n, you don't | ook pleased..

CHARM AN
I can follow orders, Sadiki. And you
can keep your opinions to yourself.

We hear Charm an's nenory of OCTAVIA - with reverb

OCTAVI A (V.Q)
Ma... You were anmzi ng.

CHARM AN (V. Q)
On! well... So are you...!



OPENI NG THEME AND TI TLES
ANNCOUNCER

“Cry Havoc (Ask Questions Later)
Epi sode 9: “Kidnap!"

| NT. THEATRE, QUINTUS S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

COFF, atnpbs of a SET BEI NG CONSTRUCTED. QUI NTUS at work in
his office, TICKING NAMES with a SCRATCHY QU LL on a
PARCHVENT.

QUI NTUS
Yes, he'd be good... not him.. oh,
Fel i x woul d have been wonderful. Too
bad he died in the war.

SRATCHES a NAME OQUT, as the DOOR BURSTS OPEN

OCTAVI A
(furious)
Qui ntus! You! Scrolls!

QUI NTUS
Cctavia! Chair! Desk! Are we going to
keep nami ng things in the room or
was there sonmething you needed?

OCTAVI A
You put up scrolls telling people
about auditions for the new pl ay!

QUI NTUS
Ch, that. Yes, | did.

OCTAVI A
Qui ntus!!

QUI NTUS

Pot plant! You know, you started this
game, but you're not very good at it.

OCTAVI A
Li sten! W don't have a new pl ay.

QUI NTUS
You sai d you had sonething on the go.

OCTAVI A
It's a work in progress!



QUI NTUS
Well, progress it nmore quickly. After
The Crown Jules, the box office is
red hot. If we don't feed the
public's hunger for theatre, soneone
else wll.

OCTAVI A
But | hardly have a story yet! Al |
know is that it's about the dread
pirate Sextus and his notley crew

QUI NTUS
Love it. Sounds great.

OCTAVI A
You don't know t hat!

QUI NTUS
You took the violent death of Julius
Caaesar and turned it into a popul ar
comedy. |'msure you can do the sane
thing again with a bunch of pirates.

OCTAVI A
Wl |l maybe | can, but when do you
need it finished?

QUI NTUS
This afternoon woul d be ni ce.
OCTAVI A
What ?!
QUI NTUS
Al right, tonorrow - but you're
twi sting my arm
OCTAVI A

I"ve only got a few scenes! Can't we
stage an old one to give nme nore
time?

QUI NTUS
The public wants you, Cctavia! Every
actor in the land wants to work with
you too - just |ook at these nanes!

OCTAVI A
|'ve never heard of them

QUI NTUS
Raw, untapped tal ent!



OCTAVI A
You nean cheap.

QUI NTUS
If we're lucky they won't even have
agents. Takes so much less effort.

OCTAVI A
Wait a no, is that Mark Antony's son?
Antyl lus? He's not auditioning is he?

QUI NTUS
Hn? Oh yes - see, even the elite want
to get in on the act!

OCTAVI A

But we don't want him He's so wet!
QUI NTUS

And very well connected! We'll stick

himin the background, fifth pirate
on the left, he won't do any harm

OCTAVI A

No, Quintus, where's our integrity?
QUI NTUS

More to the point, where's our

script?

How am | neant to be a star perfornmer
and star director if ny star witer
won't provide me with a script?

CCTAVI A
You can't do this to ne!

QUI NTUS
I cannot allow your witer's block to
keep ne - | nmean, us - from success.

Play, on ny desk, by tonorrow

4 |INT. GAIUS HOUSE, DI NI NG ROOM - MORN NG

MARK, GAI US and CLEOPATRA are deep in negotiations.

CLECPATRA
Caesar, the other night you led ne to
bel i eve that you and your coll eague
wi shed to negotiate in good faith!

GAl US
We absol utely do! Don't we Mark?



MARK
Speak for yourself, I'mhere for the
food. Pass the grapes.

CLEOPATRA
If your stomach is all you care about
t hen how about ponegranates?

MARK
Wher e?

CLEOCPATRA
Egypt! Tons of big, juicy
pomegr anat es coul d be yours every
week if you' d concede ne sone land in

Cyrene.

MARK
OChhh, no no, that's where | have ny
sumrer house.

CLEOPATRA
You'd prioritise a sunmer house? Over
food for your people?!

MARK
It was a fixer-upper. | poured a | ot
of | abour into that house.

GAl US
W may be wandering fromthe point.

ATI A potters about WATERI NG THE PLANTS.

ATI A
| have to say if there's been a
point, then | haven't heard it.

GAl US
Mot her! What are you doi ng? Go away!

ATI A
I'"'mwatering the plants.

GAl US
These are very sensitive
negoti ati ons!

ATI A
Are they? She says sonet hi ng
sensi ble, Mark yells at her, and you
just sort of fold up in the m ddle.



GAl US
Mot her . . .

ATI A
Wiy don't you di scuss anyt hi ng
useful ? Like the pirates, for
i nst ance.

CLECPATRA
Good point Atia. | hear Sextus Ponpey
and his pirate force are threatening
your shores and creeping ever closer.

MARK
Not hing we can't deal wth.

CLEGPATRA
The reputation of our navy is
unsur passed. W could w pe out the
pirates for you in return for Judea
and bits of Antioch.

GAl US
| assure you that Rone can handl e a
pirate force of any size.

ATI A
If you handle the pirates the sane
way you' ve handl ed t hese
negoti ations, | expect the city wll
be overrun in a matter of hours...

GAl US
(exasper at ed)
Mot her, coul d you not ?

MARK
Look, I've got an idea. | say we
break early for lunch. Who's with nme?

GAl US
(frustrated sigh)

Cct avi a ENTERS under the above.
OCTAVI A
D d soneone say |unch? OQoo, a buffet.
Don't mnd if | do.

She i nmedi ately STARTS | oadi ng up a PLATE.



ATI A
Stress eating again is it? Don't
conpl ai n about your figure the next
time they chisel a statue of you.

OCTAVI A
Pi ss off, nother.

GAl US
Can't | get through a single norning
with the Queen of Egypt w t hout nmny
whole fam |y interrupting us?

OCTAVI A
Quintus is driving ne up the wall
about nmy new play and | just needed
to "get away" fromthe work, you
know?

GAl US
No | don't know. | have never once
got away fromwork, and | don't
intend to start now. So could you
| eave us al o-

Interrupted by a piece of bread BEI NG SHOVED i nto his MOUTH
He MAKES NO SES OF PROTEST.

OCTAVI A
Chill out and eat sone bread, Gai us.

She FALLS DOM into a SEAT next to C eopatra.
OCTAVI A (cont' d)

Qoof ! That's better. Good norning,
your majesty. Have | ever said how

much | | ove the eyeliner?
CLEOPATRA
Not yet.
OCTAVI A

Very bold, very striking. How annoyed
woul d you be if | borrowed the | ook?

CLECPATRA
Very. Don't do that.

Mark LOADI NG A PLATE at the buffet.

MARK
Gai us, do you have any peacock?
I

O
Al | can see here i s ham



GAl US
Maybe that's because we're sonewhat
| ow on food right now.

CLEOPATRA
Well give nme Judea and you won't be.
Unl ess the pirates get you first.

OCTAVI A
(oo yes, pirates! Do we have any hot
gossip on that? |I need inspiration.

GAl US
Hot. Gossi p.

OCTAVI A
Yeah, cone on, what have those sexy,
dastardly rogues been up to lately?

GAl US
Pirates aren't sexy, COctavia. They're
reckl ess, dangerous, and vul gar!

OCTAVI A
Yeah. That's hot. Right, guys?
CLEOPATRA MARK
Oh absol utely. | nean, yeah,
ATI A

(knowi ngly, lusty)
I'"ve known a few pirates in ny
time. ..

GAl US
When did ny dining room becone a
Bacchanal ? Can we pl ease get on with
some inportant political discussion
wi t hout being constantly interrupted?

LEPI DUS ENTERS, jauntily.

LEPI DUS
Hel | o everyone! Sorry |I'm| ate!

GAl US
Lepi dus! What tinme do you call this?

LEPI DUS
Er, lunch tine | think.

fair.

10.



Lepi dus

11.

GAl US
You were neant to be here hours ago!
| do apol ogi se about this, your
Maj esty.

CLEGPATRA
(st unned)
I hadn't noticed he was m ssi ng.

LEPI DUS
Hel | o Mar k!

MARK
Wtcha mate, here's a plate.

LEPI DUS
Ta. \What have we got here...

and Mark FILLI NG UP PLATES.

GAl US
Gent | emren, pl ease!

CLEOPATRA
I can see why Ronme scarcely has a | eg
to stand on. You can't even nanhage
your own househol d.

MARK
Well, it's a big spread here! It's
called sharing the wealth. If you'd
ever heard of it, maybe you woul dn't
be so tight-fisted.

CLEOPATRA
(taken aback)
Ha ha, what?
OCTAVI A

Oh don't listen to him he's like
this with everyone. Now about these
pirates-

GAl US
Cctavia, could you pl ease just-

LEPI DUS
| say, do we have any honey?

Clink of plates as Mark PICKS UP A BOA.

MARK
Here y' are.
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ATI A
G, don't scoff all of it!
LEPI DUS
Sorry Ati a.
GAl US

Coul d we pl ease focus on the job-?

LEPI DUS
You know, this lunch seens busier
than it normally does, or is it just
me?

MARK
(rmunbl i ng through food)
| dunno.

CLEGPATRA
This is a remarkable way to run a
country.

GAl US
(1 oudly)
X, that's enough! Can everyone who
isn't trying to negotiate vital
matters of di plomacy go away so that
we can get on with some work?
Cctavia, out. Mother, out.

ATI A
This is what happens when you don't
negl ect your children properly in
their youth. They take on airs!

GAl US
QUT!

Octavia CGETS UP and EXITS with Atia (SHUFFLI NG FOOTSTEPS) .
CCTAVI A

Cone on, nother, let's leave little
Gaius to his little ganes.

ATI A

| know when |'m not want ed.
LEPI DUS

Yes, so do I!
GAl US

Sit down.
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LEPI DUS
Oh, yes, sorry.

GAl US

Right. Finally. Mrk, Lepidus, your
Maj esty - your Majesty? Where is she?

CLI NK of PLATE and FOOD by the buffet.
CLEGPATRA
Over here by the buffet. W' re having
l unch aren't we?
GAl US
(tired, despairing sigh)

EXT. ROVAN STREET - MORNI NG

Cctavia and Atia STEP OUT into a BUSY ROVMAN STREET.

OCTAVI A
So not her, what are your plans for
the rest of the day?

ATI A
Shoppi ng. My favorite vendor has a
new col l ection of erotic vases. Talk
about quality! The nobst exquisite
genital s ever painted.

OCTAVI A
| suppose I'll head back to the
theatre. We're auditioning for the
new play | haven't witten yet.

ATI A
You'll get there, mny dear.
OCTAVI A
Thanks num
ATI A
To the theatre, | nean.
OCTAVI A

Oh, right. Well, thanks anyway.
Cctavia WALKS away down the street.

OCTAVIA (O S.)
See you | ater!



ATI A
Right then, to the market. If | don't
see at | east one depiction of
Proserpina going at it with Pluto, |
shall take ny business el sewhere.

She COLLI DES with GRACCHUS, a sonewhat suspicious nan.

ATI A (cont'd)
G, watch it!

GRACCHUS
Beggi ng your pardon, ma'am |'m just
a hunble travel er of no particul ar
i nportance. Pay ne no attention.

ATI A
| hadn't planned to pay you any
attenti on what soever.

GRACCHUS
But now that we're acquainted, could
you point me and ny friend here to
the, er, what's it...?

DI ON

Theatre of Ponpey.
ATI A

Eh? Oh! Are you auditioning?
GRACCHUS

Er... yeah. Yeah, that's right.
ATI A

Cctavia hasn't witten it yet. |

expect you'll have to inprovise.
DI ON

(ears prick up)
Cctavia, you say?

ATI A
Still, you're certainly dressed for
it aren't you, under those big
cl oaks!
GRACCHUS
Eh? Oh, er-
ATI A
If I didn't know any better, |I'd say

you were actual pirates!

14.



Atia CHUCKLES. Gracchus and Dion JON I N.

ATI A (cont'd)
Anyway, she went down there, you
m ght just catch her.

GRACCHUS
Oh we will! Thank you, Kkindly!
ATIA (O S.)
Good | uck!
Ati a WANDERS AWAY.
GRACCHUS

Wel |l then, shipnmate. Shall we?
DI ON

After you, matey. | think this job
could go very nicely...

EXT. THEATRE, COURTYARD - MORNI NG

Much qui eter and nore peaceful here than the streets.
Qui ntus FLIPS through Cctavia's PAGES.

QUI NTUS
Yes, these are fine for the nmonent.
At least they'Il have sonething to

audi tion wth.

OCTAVI A
If you gave ne a few nore days, |
coul d make them better than 'fine'.

QUI NTUS
| don't need better than fine,
Cctavia. | need "in existence." Wich

t hese pages are. Now, conme al ong. W
have hopeful s waiting.

Char mi an APPROACHES.
CHARM AN (O S.)

(calls)
Cct avi a!
OCTAVI A
Oh, hey! M al
(to Qui ntus)

I"ll catch you up.
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QUI NTUS
Well don't be long. And she has to
audition like the rest.

OCTAVI A
No she doesn't. Quick, piss off.

QUI NTUS
Char ned.

DOOR OPENS and Qui ntus GOES | NSI DE

OCTAVI A
Ma! Are you here for auditions?

CHARM AN
(not quite with it)
Audi ti ons? What auditions?

OCTAVI A
Are you CK?
CHARM AN
Yes. Sorry. |'ve got a few things
goi ng around ny head, is all.
OCTAVI A
You and ne both. | nean, physically?

| amfine. Mentally, enotionally, and
spiritually though? No. Not a bit.

CHARM AN
What's wrong?

OCTAVI A
This play isn't ready. | had to bang
out a few scenes this norning, and
they are nmediocre. | am nedi ocre.

CHARM AN
You' re not nedi ocre.

OCTAVI A
They're so superficial! Everyone will
realise I'ma hack. Maybe | am

CHARM AN
You're not a hack.

OCTAVI A
| should go back to being a hand
nodel for the nuralists--



CHARM AN
Cctavia stop it.

Charm an GRABS Cctavia by the shoul ders.

CHARM AN (cont' d)
You are talented, you are brilliant,
and you have no right to be treating
yourself like this. Understand?

OCTAVI A
Charm an. You're touching ne.

CHARM AN
What ? Oh, sorry.

She HURRI EDLY PULLS BACK. Awkward. It's cute.

OCTAVI A
No no, don't worry.
CHARM AN
Just needed to grab you... stop you
tal ki ng. .
OCTAVI A
(nervous | augh)
Yes.
CHARM AN
And um | enjoyed being in your first
play, like, alot. I... hope |I can
win apart in this one too.
OCTAVI A
Wn a part? You' ve got one!
CHARM AN
Real | y?
OCTAVI A
Ma, you light up the stage! | wanted
to tell you how brilliant you were,
but you vani shed before | coul d.
CHARM AN
(unconfort abl e)
Yeah. |, erm saw soneone | knew.
OCTAVI A
Well, | hope they showered you in

conpl i ment s!
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CHARM AN

They said | had... potential.
OCTAVI A

More than that. | saw you on that

stage. You love it, you're a natural.
You're star material .

CHARM AN
(happy)
anf?
OCTAVI A
Ma, just talking with you now nakes
me feel like | can do this. You're a
star, and you're ny star. | nean our
star! The conpany's star.
CHARM AN
You nean-
OCTAVI A

Lead role. For sure. No audition
required. It's yours.

CHARM AN

|'ve never been a... star, before.
OCTAVI A

It's easy, just be you. You'll have

| ots nore lines, obviously.
CHARM AN

You' d have to help ne with them
OCTAVI A

Yes. Lots of rehearsal tine together.
CHARM AN

Long ni ghts.
OCTAVI A

Cl ose quarters.

Bi g sexy pause. DOOR SNAPS OPEN

QUI NTUS
Cct avi al

Cctavia JUMPS QUT OF HER SKI N.

OCTAVI A
Aaagh!



QUI NTUS
Audi ti ons! Now
OCTAVI A
Yes! Coming! | guess I'll see you at

r ehear sal tonorrow?

CHARM AN
(renmenbering m ssion)
Actual ly, couldn't I hang around with
you? Nearby? Hel p out? Wth anything?

OCTAVI A
I"mdying for some liquid courage to
get nme through these auditions?

CHARM AN
Sorry?

OCTAVI A
Wne. Could you? There's a place over
there - tell themto put it on ny
t ab.

CHARM AN

Oh, sure. Right away.
(1 eavi ng)
wn't be | ong!

CCTAVI A
Nor will I'!

Charm an HURRI ES OFF.
OCTAVI A (cont' d)
(to self)
Nor will I? Pull yourself together.

She GOES IN, DOOR CLOCSES.

| NT. AUDI TORI UM - M DDAY

Alittle while later. Cctavia and Quintus afflicted by a
hei nous audition. ECHCES OQUT on the BARE STAGE.

AUDI TI ONEE
Arrgh. And stab! | die! Thank you.

QUI NTUS
Oh no. Thank you for that... display.

As the auditi onee WALKS OFFSTAGE. . .

19.



QUI NTUS (cont' d)
I'd say that's a... maybe.

OCTAVI A
What is happeni ng? Were's our usual
crop of actors with actual talent?

QUI NTUS
Gone honme to prepare agai nst
i npendi ng piracy. W're getting the
ones with nothing to live for but the
st age.

OCTAVI A
You're telling me she lives only for
the stage? The one we just saw
vocal i se a st abbi ng.

QUI NTUS
Yes, it turns out having other things
to live for mght actually inprove
one's craft...

(calls)
Next !
OCTAVI A
Ma can't return quickly enough with
t hat wi ne..

A nervous but excited ANTYLLUS BOUNDS onto the STAGE.

ANTYLLUS
Cctavial It's ne!

OCTAVI A
(not fussed)
Oh. Antyllus. Hello. Geat to see
you.

ANTYLLUS
| can't believe I'm here, doing this!
It's |ike a dream cone true!

QUI NTUS
And what made you want to throw your

|aurels into the ring?

ANTYLLUS
Well I'ma huge fan, |I've seen al
your productions! | even keep them on
Bl u- Ray.

QUI NTUS

Bl u- Ray?

20.
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ANTYLLUS
A servant, from Num di a. He nenori ses
all your plays and perforns them for
me when |' m bor ed.

QUI NTUS
Oh! W ought to nonetise that.

ANTYLLUS
But then | saw The Crown Jul es. ..
that was sonething else! | just knew
| had to try! To give ny acting
debut, doing your words, Cctavial
You' re amazi ng!

OCTAVI A
Oh, well! Um Thank you. Let's... see
what you've got for us!

ANTYLLUS
(centring hinself)
XK... XK.

He CLEARS H S THROAT. BREATHES. Gets in the zone. RUSTLE of
AUDI TI ON SI DE. Then he | aunches into a wooden auditi on.

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
Trenble in fear before nme, all who
| ook upon ny visage. For | amthe
dread pirate Sextus, and your town is
forfeit! Now hand over your
val uabl es. .. pl ease!

Beat. COctavia and Qui ntus exchange thoughtful "hnms."

QUI NTUS
That wasn't... awful. ..

OCTAVI A
Wasn't it?

QUI NTUS

(to Antyl | us)
K dear, let's run it again, but this
time: brutal. Fierce! And |ose the
"please’. Pirates aren't polite about
pillagi ng towns.

ANTYLLUS
Oh, sure

QUI NTUS
Now try again and... scare ne!
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ANTYLLUS
K

Beat. DEEP BREATH and then... the exact sane audition.

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
Trenble in fear before ne, all who
| ook upon ny visage. For | amthe-

QUI NTUS
No, no, no! This is the dread pirate
Sextus! Look at him funny, and he'll
pop out your eyeballs and eat them
i ke grapes! Is there no one around
here who knows how to be a pirate?

GRACCHUS and DI ON RUSH THE STACE and THROW OFF THEI R CLOAKS

GRACCHUS
Well actually, | reckon we m ght be
the pirates you' re | ooking for!

SHW NG of a CUTLASS.

DI ON
W' ve been practising for a | ong
time.

SHW NG of ANOTHER CUTLASS.

OCTAVI A
Yes! You, in the amazing costunes!
Let's see what you can do!

GRACCHUS
You heard the woman, shi pnate.

DI ON
| sure did, matey.

CHUCKLI NG DASTARDLY, they QUI CKLY ADVANCE, GRAB Cctavia, and
Gracchus THROAS HER over his SHOULDER.

OCTAVI A
Whoop! Ww Yes! This is exactly the
energy we've been | ooking for!

QUI NTUS
Um Cctavia. ..

OCTAVI A
| love to see an actor take
initiativel



ANTYLLUS
Cct avi a. . .

OCTAVI A
Though | do have notes, nanely, this
rope is a little tigh--

HAND OVER HER MOUTH. MJFFLED CRI ES

QUI NTUS
Cctavia. | think these may be actual
pirates.
GRACCHUS
That's right, lad. And unless you
want to join her, you'll stay right
where you are.
QUI NTUS
Yes sir, mster pirate sir.
OCTAVI A
(muf f 1 ed)
Qui ntush!!!
ANTYLLUS

You can't take Cctavial She's not
just a lady, she's an artist! If you
don't put her down at once, then
"1 -

BONK as he's BOPPED ON THE HEAD. COLLAPSES.

DI ON
Who's the kid then?

QUI NTUS
Antyl lus, son of Mark Antony the
Triunvir of Rome, mister pirate sir.

OCTAVI A
(rmuf fl ed)
Qui ntush!!!

GRACCHUS
What do you know, a bonus host age.
I"I'l carry this one.

He PI CKS UP Antyl |l us under...
GRACCHUS (cont' d)

Now don't followus, lad. O it'll be
so much the worse for these two!
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QUI NTUS
No sir, go ahead. Have a nice day!

The pirates ESCAPE with their hostages.
OCTAVI A
(muf f 1 ed)
Qui nti shh! QUI NTI SHHHH! !
They're gone. Silence in the theatre.

QUI NTUS
Well. That's one way to win a part.

OPPOSI TE DOOR OPENS. Charm an ENTERS
CHARM AN

Cctavia! They only had red, | hope
that's OK... Umn.. Were' s COctavia?

INT. GAIUS' HOUSE, DI NI NG ROOM - AFTERNOON

Gai us, Mark and Lepi dus al one, tired.

MARK
Is it me, gents, or are these
negoti ati ons a massive drag?

LEPI DUS
Each day | find nyself nore
exhaust ed.

MARK

You ski pped nost of it! And you
didn't even tell ne so | coul d bunk
of f tool

GAl US
Look you two, negotiations are hard,

but trust nme, we are making progress.

MARK
Yeah?

GAl US
Well. Things aren't getting any
Wor se.

MARK
(scoffs)
G eat .
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GAl US
Yes, |I'd say that as |long as we hold
on, the tide will definitely turn in

our favor any nonment now.
A MESSENGER BURSTS I N t hrough the DOORS.

MESSENCGER
| bear urgent news for Caesar! Your
si ster has been ki dnapped by pirates!

GAl US
VWHAT?!

MARK
Quch. Tough break. But hey, at | east
she can't wite any nore jokes about

you!

MESSENGER
| al so bear urgent news for Mark
Ant ony!

MARK

Ah nuts.

| NT. PIRATE SH P, SEXTUS' S QUARTERS - AFTERNOON

WOODEN QUARTERS, near by LAPPI NG OF WAVES. W hear the
pirates DRAGA NG t heir hostages through the ship and | NTO
THE ROOM

Cctavia's and Antyllus's MJUFFLED CRI ES.

GRACCHUS
Ri ght, take their gags out.

DI ON
Wiy? They're al ready | oud enough.

GRACCHUS
We can entertain ourselves with
heari ng how they beg for their |ives.
At sea, no one can hear them scream

GAGS TAKEN QUT.

OCTAVI A
(splutters)
I"msure you're trying to be
menaci ng, but it'll take nore than a
few words to terrify ne. Antyllus!



SHARP
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ANTYLLUS
(terrified)
Yes?

OCTAVI A
I hope you're getting all of this.

ANTYLLUS
Getting this?

OCTAVI A
Every nonment of this must be
commtted to nenory, because once
we're rescued... this is going to
make great theatre!

SEXTUS
I"'msorry. Did you say, rescue?

| NTI M DATI NG FOOTSTEPS into the room Whoever this

is, they're totally awesone and they' re not fucking around.

Anot her

SEXTUS (cont' d)
I wouldn't say that "rescue" is a
word that's really on the table. In
fact, who knows if you'll ever |eave
this ship intact.

OCTAVI A
Don't you nmean alive?

SEXTUS
There are plenty of ways you m ght
| eave nmy ship alive. But intact is
never guaranteed. It's an unpl easant
busi ness, but | do have a reputation
to uphol d.

OCTAVI A
(fearful tone)
What sort of reputation?

SEXTUS
I mght need an ear or an arm or two,
to make sure people get the point.
You see, |I'mnot just any pirate.

STEP TOMRDS US for enphasis
SEXTUS (cont' d)
I'"'mthe dread pirate Sextus.

END OF EPI SODE




