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1

EXT. OSTI A, DOCKSI DE - EARLY MORNI NG

The docks at Ostia. LAPPI NG OF WAVES, SEAGULLS, sone di stant
CHATTERI NG of sail ors and workers. MARK has been out al

ni ght and is drunkenly AMBLI NG al ong the WOODEN PI ER Hi s
tired teenage son ANTYLLUS FOLLOAS awkwardly behind him

MARK
(si ngi ng)
Pass around the w ne me boys, and
never mnd the score / Drink the
good old Iiquor down before we call

for nore. ..
ANTYLLUS
Dad. . .
MARK
Come on, all together! For to see
who will not drinkee, drinkee be..
ANTYLLUS

Dad! It’s norning! The sun’s com ng
up. We’'ve been out all night...

MARK
You al ways say we never spend
enough time together.

ANTYLLUS
No | don’t.
MARK
(1 gnores)
So, | says, let’s nip down the road

to Ostia. Get some of that sea air

into our nostrils. And Cl eopatra is
arriving in exactly one day’s tine.
So you know what that neans.

ANTYLLUS
That we should be well rested and
ready to greet her?

MARK
That this is our |ast chance to get
conpl etely bl addered! You see, son
of mne, fromthe second she gets
here we cannot afford to | ose our-

He BELCHES.



MARK (cont' d)
- focus, not for a second, because
t he nonent we do, she’ll. ..

ANTYLLUS
Kill us?

MARK
(entirely serious)
Wbrse. Seduce us. You know what she
did to poor Julie.

O f, a BELL CLANGS as a VERY LARGE SHIP is com ng into port.
It gets slowy CLOSER under the rest of the scene, the BELL
RI NG NG every so often.

ANTYLLUS
Hey, dad.
MARK
(1 gnores)

M xed hi m up good and proper til
he didn’t know WHAT he was doi ng.
Next thing he’s a different nman!

ANTYLLUS
Dad.

MARK
And then he’'s a dead man. You want
to end up like him eh? Antyllus?

ANTYLLUS
No Dad, but -

MARK
She has ways. She can do it with a
single | ook. She'll sneak up on you

when you’'re not careful and then
BAM Seduced.

ANTYLLUS
Sure Dad but you really need to
| ook behi nd you.

MARK
Wy ?

ANTYLLUS
There’s a ship. And | don’t think
it’s one of ours.

MARK
What are you tal ki ng abou. ..



BELL RI NG NG cl oser now. W have the sense of a huge vessel
casting a shadow over Mark and Antyllus as they stare up.

MARK (cont' d)

oh.
ANTYLLUS
Is that... could that be..
MARK
Yeah... It bl oody coul d..
(gul ps)
Cl eopatra.

OPENI NG TI TLES AND THEME

ANNOUNCER
Rusty Quill presents “Cry Havoc
(Ask Questions Later)” Episode 3:
“Fish for D nner” by Maud Drongool e

EXT. CLEOPATRA' S SHI P, DECK - MORNI NG
CHARM AN on deck.
CHARM AN
W’ ve arrived, ny lady. Gstia. The
seaport of the Romans.

Sone FOOTSTEPS on WOODEN DECK as CLEOPATRA cones forward,
surveyi ng the harbour.

CLEOPATRA
| know it well, Charman... It
appears unchanged, and yet so much
has happened since | |ast set foot

here. ..
She SNl FFS back a few silent tears.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
What’ s happeni ng? My face is wet.

She TASTES.

CLEOPATRA (cont' d)
Salty. Is there a | eak?

CHARM AN
Not quite. You re crying.



CLEGPATRA
No. I'mnot aml1?... Holy Isis, |I'm
streanming |like the Nile.

CHARM AN
Maybe it’s because you haven’t been
here since Julius Caesar’s nurder,

and... it’s hard for you?
CLEOPATRA

Oh. Oh gods how pat heti c.
CHARM AN

No, no.
CLEOPATRA

O course it is. He canme! He saw |
conquered! Egypt secure, even bore
hima son, and then..

CLI CKS FI NGERS

CHARM AN
Yeah.

CLEGPATRA

It’s the same the world over. You
butter up the man in power. Make
progress. Then sone ot her people
want power, and get sone knives,
and before you know it you' re back
where you started. Back hone with
nothing to show for it but a son
and a bl eedi ng corpse.

CHARM AN
Shoul d we have brought the boy? To
see where his father cane from.

CLEGPATRA
Certainly not, he's safer back in
Egypt. Besides this is a work trip.

CHARM AN
O course.

CLECPATRA
Caesar is dead. Let’'s nmake new
friends. And Rone needs our help
whet her it wants it or not, so...



CHARM AN
- it’s a chance to win sone
concessi ons and show t hem who’ s
boss?

CLEGPATRA
Excel lent, you're learning. Let’s
focus. Wwo’s on the list?

CHARM AN
Well, there’s Lepidus. He's old but
W se, nobst experienced for sure.
Gai us Cctavius, the new Caesar -
he’s the politico, |earned and
hungry too. And Mark Antony, the
war hound. Fierce and brave.

CLECPATRA
(reciting)
A d and wi se, hungry and | ear ned,
fierce and brave. Great. Hand ne
t hat di adem

CHARM AN
My | ady.

CLECPATRA
One of themis bound to be out in
front. But who, Charm an? Who can
we do business with? Who do we
really need on side?

CHARM AN
Shall we go and find out?
3 EXT. OSTIA, DOCKSIDE - MORN NG
On the PIER next to the ship..

ANTYLLUS
Uh, Dad, what do we do?

MARK
She’s early! She’s a whol e day
early! ... Wiat did | tell you? ..

She sneaks up on you and then..
He BELCHES.

MARK (cont' d)
| don’t feel well.



ANTYLLUS
Dad?

Mark THROAS UP on the pier, Antyllus JUMPS BACK

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
Wbah! Dad! You - urghhhh.

MARK
(coughs)
I"'mfine. I'"'mOKl |I’mfinel!
ANTYLLUS
She can’t see you like this! Hi de!
MARK
(bl eary)
Hi de?
ANTYLLUS

Behi nd the crates! Quickly, before-
Mar k STUMBLES behi nd sonme crates as Charmi an calls down.

CHARM AN (O S.)
Greetings, fair Roman. | speak on
behal f of her majesty C eopatra,
Queen of the Nile, Pharoah of
Egypt, and the living i mage of the
di vine Isis.

ANTYLLUS
(nervous)
Er... Hello!

CHARM AN (O S.)
Wth whom am | speaki ng?

ANTYLLUS
Er... er...

Mar k speaks from behind a crate.

MARK
Don't tell her.

ANTYLLUS
VWhat ?

MARK

Don't tell her!



ANTYLLUS
(calls)
| can’t tell you

CHARM AN (O.S.)

VWhat ?
MARK
No don’t say that!
ANTYLLUS
l’m .. no one! No one at all!

CHARM AN (O S.)
My queen sent word of her inpending
arrival. W had expected a wel cone
befitting her nmjesty.

ANTYLLUS
Oh. ... Sorry!
(to Mark)
Dad, what should | say?

CHARM AN (O S.)
VWhere are the Triunvirate?

MARK
They’ re not bl oody ready are they?
ANTYLLUS
(calls)
They’ re not bl oody ready are they?
MARK
No, what is wong with you?!
ANTYLLUS
(calls)

No what is wong with you?

MARK
Antyl | us!

CHARM AN (O S.)
|’ msorry, what?
EXT. CLEOPATRA' S SHI P, DECK - CONTI NUOUS
We shift back to the ship’ s deck.
CHARM AN

(call)
Coul d you repeat that please?



CLEOPATRA
Charm an, what on Earth’s goi ng on?

CHARM AN
| don’t know. There’s nobody here.
(cal Il s down)
|s there to be a reception in ny
| ady’ s honour ?

ANTYLLUS (O S.)
Ch, er... Hang on a nonent.

Pause as Antyllus consults his dad. Sonme di m MURMJRI NG
Then:

ANTYLLUS (O. S.) (cont'd)
Yes! A grand banquet. Up the road.

CHARM AN
(cal l'ing)
Up the road?

ANTYLLUS (O S.)

In the city, | nean! In fact... we
shoul d be getting along there now
| nmean, | should be getting al ong,

not we. Just ne. Er. Bye!
Of, two pairs of FOOTSTEPS shuffling al ong the wooden pier.

CLEOPATRA
Now what ?

CHARM AN
He’s wal king away fromus. Wth a
wooden crate. The crate has feet.

CLEOPATRA
A crate with feet?
CHARM AN
Yes, | ook. | suspect there’s

sonmeone hiding in it.

CLECPATRA
This is ridiculous. They send a
conplete idiot to greet ne, they
seemtotally unprepared...

CHARM AN
Perhaps it’s a nove? A sort of
power play? To make you feel |ike

you' re not all that.



CLEGPATRA
Well in that case, | will be
hosting nmy own reception. And by
the tinme I’ mdone with the Romans,
none of themw Il have any doubt as
to whether I am‘all that.’

5 INI. GAIUS S OFFI CE - MORNI NG
GAIUS is RIFLI NG t hrough DOCUMENTS.

GAl US
(rmuttering)
Not hing... nothing... there's
not hi ng! Absol ut el y not hi ng!

KNOCK at open door.

LEPI DUS
Mor ni ng Gai us!

GAl US
Wat? Is it norning al ready?

LEPI DUS
Yes, | ook!

He qui ckly OPENS THE CURTAI NS.

GAl US
(recoils fromlight)
Aaahhh!
LEPI DUS
Anot her all-nighter was it? How are
t he suns?
GAl US

They’ re bad, Lepidus. Very bad.

LEPI DUS
What about this wel come banquet for
Cl eopatra? Rat her | ooking forward

toit, | nust say!
GAl US
VWll I"mnot. How can we host a

banquet when we haven't any food?

LEPI DUS
Ch corks, that is a conundrum And
here I was al ready prepar ed.



He SHAKES

10.

GAl US
Pr epar ed?

LEPI DUS
Thought |1’d put on a show when she
arrives, so | bought these! They're
fromthe east, but the chap in the
mar ket called them ‘ Roman candl es’

a smal |l WOODEN BOX of fireworks.

LEPI DUS (cont' d)
Shoul d I'ight up the whol e of Ostial
He said they nake a bi g noise too.

GAl US
| think we’re going to need nore
than a few bangs to brighten up
this banquet. At |east we have
anot her day to try and solve it.

LEPI DUS
Wel | actually-

RUNNI NG FEET as Mark and Antyllus BURST I N, PANTI NG

MARK
Gai us, Gaius!!! The snake has
st ruck!

GAl US
VWhat ?

MARK

The Sphi nx has pounced!

LEPI DUS
Oh | |ove a good riddle!

ANTYLLUS
He’'s trying to say C eopatra is
here! She’s docked at Osti a!

GAl US
VWhat ?! But she can’t have!

MARK
She bl oody wel | can, nate!

GAl US
Lepi dus, you read her nessage! You
said we had three days!



He THUNKS

LEPI DUS
Yes, but | was counting the day we
recei ved t he nmessage.

GAl US
Not the three days foll ow ng
t he nessage?

LEPI DUS
No the three days started with the
day we got the nessage.

GAl US
You mad man, no it didn't!

LEPI DUS
| " mconfused, let’s wite this
down-

GAl US
Aughhhhh!

hi s HEAD down on t he DESK.

GAI US (cont'd)
(rmuf fl ed)
W' re ruined.

MARK
Pul | yourself together! W need a
banquet now and we need it now |f
we | ose face in front of C eopatra,
we' d never live it down.

LEPI DUS
| suppose she’d wal k all over us.
MARK
Exactly. So we host a Ronman banquet
on Roman soil, our city, our rules.

Set the playing field.

GAl US
Real |y, and what do we serve?

MARK
| dunno! Lepidus, what do you want
to eat?

LEPI DUS
Ooo, | haven’'t had fish in a while.

11.



Beat .

GAl US

Al right...

GAl US
That' s because no one can afford
it! We had to tax the fishernen and
now t hey’ ve ranped up their prices.

MARK
Wiy did we tax the fishernmen?

GAl US
To try and pay the sol diers.

LEPI DUS
But we’'re asking Cleopatra for the
noney to pay the soldiers.

GAl US
Yes.

LEPI DUS
Then she can pay for the fish!

GAl US
To get her noney we need the
sunmit, to start the summt we need
to receive her, to receive her we
need t he banquet, for the banquet
we need the fish, to have the fish
we need the noney, and to have the
noney we need the sunmt! So we
can’t get our noney until we hold
t he banquet that we can’t bl oody
afford in the first place!

LEPI DUS
Complicated job this, isnt it?

MARK
Now | ook, if a bunch of fish is all
we need, you can |eave that to ne!

GAl US
VWhat, how?

MARK
Never you mnd. | get the fish, you
sort the banquet, and Lepidus is
going to make sure she gets there.
Al right?

Al right!

LEPI DUS

12.



13.

MARK
Ri ght then! Antyllus! W’ re going
to the docks!

ANTYLLUS
(plaintive)
But we just canme fromthere!

MARK
Buck up boy! Shake a |eg!

He CHARGES OFF, SI NG NG

MARK (cont' d)
Pass around the w ne, ne boys and
never mnd the score, Drink the
good old Iiquor down before we call
for nore...!

ANTYLLUS
(sighs)
Come on then, Lepidus.

GAl US
And take your ‘Roman candles’ with
you. Try not to burn anything down.

LEPI DUS
K chap! Anything | can do to hel p!

EXT. OSTIA, DOCKSI DE - AFTERNOON
A CROND has gathered to see the boat; MJRMJIRI NG EXCl TEDLY.

ANTYLLUS
She’s definitely drawi ng a crowd.

MARK
Yeah, no wonder there’s a food
shortage; no one’s doi ng any worKk.
Where's all the fishernmen?

ANTYLLUS
Hey, what about that guy? Wren’t
you drinking with himlast night?

MARK
Yeah! Let’s give it a try.

They WALK AVWAY and up to a FI SHERVAN

MARK (cont' d)
Hall o M Fi sherman Fri end!



A wave of

FI SHERVAN
Mor ni ng.
MARK
You renenber nme, Mark Antony, war
hero - look, to cut a long story
short, | need sonme fresh fish.
FI SHERVAN
|’msorry sir, no can do.
MARK
But you’'re a fisherman.
FI SHERVAN
Wt hout any fish.
MARK
What, swam away did they?
FI SHERVAN
Nah, sold ‘emall!
ANTYLLUS
But aren’t they super expensive?
FI SHERVAN
Yeah! | nade an absolute killing!
Two hundred denarii for a norning s
work! I won’t have to lift a finger

for a whole year

MARK
VWhat ?! OK, who else is there?

FI SHERVAN
No one sir, they ve all sold out.
Best nmorning we’ve ever had.

MARK
You’ re joking. Who paid those kinds
of prices for fish?

FI SHERVAN
She di d.

GASPS and EXClI TED CHATTER from t he CRO/D.

CLEOPATRA (O S.)
(warm conmandi ng)
Greetings, good people of Ronme! And
t hanks for all the fish

Sone CHEERS and CLAPPI NG from t he crowd.

14.



15.

MARK
Damm it! That devi ous witch!

ANTYLLUS
Looks |i ke she beat us to it.

MARK
We’'re not |icked yet.
(to fisherman)
Look, | need you to sell ne sone
fish. Catch it nowif you have to.

FI SHERVAN
How many do you want ?
MARK
What ever you sold her, double it.
FI SHERVAN
Doubl e?! You' d need every fisherman
in Cstial
MARK

Then get them

FI SHERVAN
But they're all off down the pub
cel ebrating! By now they won't be
able to tell one end of a rod from
anot her. There’s no way you could
get that much fish today.

ANTYLLUS
Dad, what are we going to do?

MARK
Unh... Hey, you.

FI SHERVAN
Yeah?

MARK
... How quickly could soneone | earn
how to fish?

7 EXT. CLEOPATRA' S SHI P, DECK - AFTERNOON

O f, dock ATMOS. O eopatra’ s SERVANTS are HURRYI NG TO AND
FRO, collecting fish, preparing a reception, etc.

CHARM AN
Well ny |ady, the Roman peopl e seem
to Iike you.



CLEOPATRA
Yes, just not the ones who matter.
CHARM AN
Not yet. You'll win the Triunvirs
round. In fact... yes, it | ooks

i ke one of themis boardi ng now.

CLEOPATRA
VWhi ch one?

CHARM AN
Lepi dus, the old and w se.

CLEGPATRA
Al one? HMm Per haps they’ ve been
fighting it out to decide who gets
t he honour of greeting ne.

CHARM AN
Yes that’s probably it.

Lepi dus CROSSES the deck towards them

LEPI DUS
Your Majesty! Hello! It is ny
pl easure to wel cone you to Rone!

CLEGPATRA
Aem | i us Lepi dus, your reputation
proceeds you.

LEPI DUS
| say, does it?

CLECPATRA
Yes, such as how you... how you. .
and then of course you... er...
(hushed)
Charm an?

CHARM AN
(hushed)
| ve got not hing.

CLEOPATRA
You’' re | ooking well.

LEPI DUS
On! Thanks awful ly! You're a bit of
a knockout yoursel f!

16.



17.

CLEGPATRA
Thank you. | couldn’t help but
notice the ‘nodest’ reception to ny
arrival here in Italy.

LEPI DUS
Ah, sorry, bit of a mx up. But not
to worry, we're sorting it all out
for you right now. Laying on din
dins tonight in the capital.

CLEOPATRA
Din dins?

LEPI DUS
Yes, you know. G ub. Nosh!

CHARM AN
(qui et)
| think he neans di nner.

CLEOPATRA
Oh! You needn’t troubl e yourself.
As you can see, we’ ve purchased
seabass, swordfish, conga eels..

LEPI DUS
| say, that’s jolly decent of you.
And there was Gai us worryi ng about
t he cost!

CLEOPATRA
(i nteresting)
Was he really?

LEPI DUS
| suppose we ought to start taking
it to the banquet? It’s only about
fifteen mles up the road.

CLEOPATRA
Ah, | think you m sunderstand us -
| should like to hold the banquet
here, on ny vessel.

LEPI DUS
OCh. Oh no. That won’'t do at all.

CLECPATRA
You're declining ny invitation?



Cl eopatra

18.

LEPI DUS
No, no no - but surely you' d |like
to sanpl e sone good ol d fashi oned
Roman hospitality!

CLECPATRA
|”’mwel |l acquai nted with Roman
hospitality. You'll remenber ny
close relationship with Julius
Caesar. Wonderful host, fantastic

friends.
LEPI DUS

Exactly, it’ll be just like that!
CLECPATRA

Then they stabbed himto death.

LEPI DUS
Ah. Yes they did. Er.

CLEOPATRA
Not very hospitabl e.

LEPI DUS
Yes. W did take unbrage with that
oursel ves, actually.

CLECPATRA
Oh yes | know, but you'll forgive
me if I'malittle wary. | feel you

understand ne. AmI| right?

LEPI DUS
(no)
Er. Yes. Conpletely!

CLAPS HER HANDS TOGETHER

CLECPATRA

| knew you woul d! Then we’ ||l have

t he banquet on ny ship after all!
LEPI DUS

Ch, no, | didn't nmean to say-
CLEGPATRA

Charm an, tell the kitchens.

CHARM AN
At once, ny | ady!



8

EXT.

19.

LEPI DUS
(to self)
Oh gosh. | hope Mark’s havi ng
better luck than | am..

CSTI A, DOCKSI DE - AFTERNCON

Dock ATMOS, nearby CROAD OF ONLOOKERS still cooi ng over

d eo.

MARK
Look, fishing can’t be that
conplicated, can it?

FI SHERVAN
W’'re trained nen! |1’ve been doing
it everyday since | was nine.

MARK
So you're saying a child could do
it.

FI SHERVAN
What ? No-!
ANTYLLUS
Dad, what are you up to?
MARK
My boy, it’s sinple. Gve a nan a
fish and he’'ll eat for a day. Teach

a mn to fish - or rather lots of
men, and wonen, and children...

ANTYLLUS
You nean...?

Mar k addresses the crowd.

MARK
A! Listen up you | ot!

The crowd QUI ETENS.

MARK (cont' d)
Now | don’t go in for nuch of that
educat ed public speaking, but-

WOVAN
Are you Mark Antony?

MARK
| nost certainly am



The cr owd

20.

WOVAN
Ch wow

MAN
You’' re mny hero!

MARK
That’ s only nat ural

l ove him EXCl TED MJRMURI NG

MARK (cont' d)
| know that big old boat from Egypt
is an eye-catcher... but how woul d
you lot like to earn a few coins,
AND do your bit for Rone? Eh?

EXT. CLEOPATRA'S SHI P, DECK - AFTERNOON

Servant s PREPARI NG t he banquet - CUTLERY, PLATES, GOBLETS
etc. Lepidus FOLLOAS Cl eopatra, trying to renonstrate.

CLEOPATRA
This is all |ooking nost inviting.
Whul dn’t you say, Lepidus?
LEPI DUS
Rat her - but you see | still wonder
if it mght not be a better idea-
CLEOPATRA
| do have anot her question for you.
LEPI DUS
Er, yes?
CLEOPATRA
Where will | be staying during ny
visit?
LEPI DUS

Ah, that | do know W’re putting
you up in Caesar’s old villa, just
outside the city!

CLEOPATRA
Caesar? As in, Julius?

LEPI DUS
There’ s nobody el se there, so we’ve
given it a spit and polish-



CLEOPATRA
Yes, | don’t believe I'll be very
confortable. Too many nenori es.

LEPI DUS
Ch but | assure you, the villa is
perfect. Plenty of room whacking
great garden. It has all the nod
cons. Like a bath.

CLECPATRA
Even so...

LEPI DUS
Way, ny own place is very simlar
so | know what |’ m sayi nhg when-

CLECPATRA
O course! Yes! What an el egant
solution! | accept your invitation!
LEPI DUS
Aha! Sorry?
CLEOPATRA
(calls)

Char m an!

Char m an CROSSES THE DECK

CHARM AN
My | ady?

CLEGPATRA
Lepi dus has requested that we stay
with himat his villa. How ki nd!

LEPI DUS
Oh but -

CHARM AN
[’11 instruct your retinue to nake
their way to the residence.

CLEOPATRA

Lepi dus, | cannot thank you enough.

| can tell we’re going to be the
best of friends.

LEPI DUS
(fol ding)
Oh. Well. My pleasure. | suppose
you can nove your things in on the
way to our banquet? Perhaps?

21.



He SHAKES

She TAKES

Suddenl vy,

22.

CLEOPATRA
Real | y, Lepi dus? This again?

LEPI DUS
Were it up to ne it’'d be different,
but Mark and Gaius are dreadfully
keen on doing it their way...

CLEGPATRA
Oh. So they | ead do they?

LEPI DUS
No, it’s the three of us.

CLEOPATRA
But you said if it were up to you

LEPI DUS
Fi gure of speech.

CLEGPATRA
Then can’t you persuade thenf?

LEPI DUS
You see, they’'re going to a | ot of
effort, what with the food and the
er, and the er, the food, and and-
| ook, | even bought Ronman candl es!

THE BOX. (bjects inside.

CLEOPATRA
Oh how t houghtful! W can |ight
them for di nner. Charm an?

CHARM AN
Thank you, sir. Most Kkind.

t he box from LEPI DUS

CLEOPATRA
Put them out on the tables.

LEPI DUS
Eh? No, no, you don’t understand..

CROND SING NG drifts fromthe habour.

CROAD
Pass around the nets ny boys and
cast out your lines...

CLEOPATRA
Vi t .



23.

LEPI DUS
Eh?
CROAD
Pull the good old fishies in and
then we' |l fish for nore...
CLECPATRA

VWhat is that horri bl e noise?!

LEPI DUS
Sounds like singing to ne...

10 EXT. OSTI A DOCKSI DE - CONTI NUQUS

Mark is in the mdst of an ENORMOUS CROAD, all energetically
FI SHI NG - CASTI NG LI NES, SPLASH, PULLING IN FISH etc

MARK & CROAD
Fish fish, you Roman boys! And sing
and fish some nore!

MARK
Yes! That’s the way to do it! Keep
fishing, everybody! Until the sea's
got nothing left!

He WALKS a bit down the pier to ANTYLLUS.

MARK (cont' d)
How you doi ng, son?

ANTYLLUS
| caught sonet hi ng!

A TINY FI SH FLAPPI NG ABQUT.

ANTYLLUS (cont' d)
It’s quite small ...

MARK
Ha! Not bad for a first try! Like
this ot - what they lack in
experience they nake up for with a
can-do attitude.

ANTYLLUS
Plus you lied to them

MARK
Antyllus! ‘Lied” is a dirty word.

10



24.

ANTYLLUS
Accur at e t hough.

MARK
| did thema deal. We teach ‘em how
to fish, and in return we keep half
of whatever they catch! They get
fish, we get fish.

ANTYLLUS
Yeah but you told themthey can
sell their fish for fifty denarii.

MARK
They can. In theory.

ANTYLLUS
But Cleopatra’s bought all the fish
she needs, and nobody el se can
afford it. Wien they find out,
won't they be cross with us?

MARK
Yeah, but we’'ll be gone by then.
W'l be at the banquet.

ANTYLLUS
But don’t you feel guilty?

MARK
Mar ket s nmove, ny boy, nothing | can
do about that. The way | see it,
t hey were poor and hungry this
nor ni ng. Come sundown they’ || stil
be poor but they’' Il each have a
nice fish dinner on the table. And
nore inportantly, so will we.

SMALL EXPLOSI ONS START POPPI NG over on Cleopatra’ s ship; the
ROVAN CANDLES are goi ng of f.

ANTYLLUS
Hey dad.

MARK
Yes son?

ANTYLLUS

Cleopatra’s ship is on fire.

MARK
Eh?

The crowd STOP FI SHI NG Sonme SHOUTS. GASPS. OOOCs. AHHSs.
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MARK (cont' d)
Huh. Well, she does |like to nake an
entrance.

EXT. CLEOPATRA'S SHI P, DECK - AFTERNOON

Chaos on deck!
RAPI D CRACKLI NG OF BAMBOO SHOOTS.

rat her than rocket fireworks!)

Pani c as crew and servants YELL, GASP etc.

Lepidus’s TOGA is indeed on fire.

ABQUT.

CLEOPATRA
Charm an!! Wat did you do?!

CHARM AN
| lit the candles that Lepidus gave
us, and then the spitting flanes,
and that awful noise-!

LEPI DUS
They’ re not candl es! The chap
called themfirecrackers.

CLECPATRA

Way did you give themto us?!
LEPI DUS

| didn't!!
CLEOPATRA

Charm an! Put them out, before the
whol e ship goes up in flanes!

LEPI DUS
No no no! They' Il burn thensel ves
out soon! Trust ne, please! You ve
no need to panic!

CLEOCPATRA
Your toga's on fire.

LEPI DUS
VWhat was t hat?

CLEGPATRA
Your! Toga! Fire!

He reali ses and HOPS

25.
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FLAMES, SPITTING FI RE. LOUD POPPI NG RAT- A- TAT
(More like firecrackers
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LEPI DUS
Oh. Oh!l Ch no, oh dear! Aahhh!
Ahhhh!  Ahhhh! (etc)

CLEOPATRA
Charm an! Charm an, get this man
sone water, now

LEPI DUS
(pani cked)
Pl ease! Don’t trouble yourself! |
know where | can find sone!

He RUNS to the side of the boat.

CLEGPATRA
VWhat ? Don’t junp over the-!

LEPI DUS
Ahhhhhh. . ..

He JUMPS over board. Beat. SPLASH.

CLEOPATRA
Char m an?

CHARM AN
Yes ny | ady?

CLEOPATRA
We are not doing business with him

12 EXT. OSTIA DOCKSI DE - CONTI NUQUS 12
More GASPS and EXCl TED CROAD CHATTER.

ANTYLLUS
Dad? Did Lepidus just hurl hinself
into the sea?

MARK
Ye- es.

ANTYLLUS
‘Kay. Can he sw n?

MARK
Oh |’ m sure he can.

ANTYLLUS
Are you?

Beat .



MARK
Hold ny fish.

SLAP of a FISH into Antyllus’s hand. Mark RUNS, DI VES and
SPLASHES into the water. GASPS from GATHERI NG CROAD.

ANTYLLUS
Dad! ... Dad?

WOMAN (O. S.)
What ’ s happeni ng?

MAN (O S.)

D d anyone see?
Dramati ¢ pause.

Then SPLUTTERI NG as Mark and Lepi dus SURFACE. Sone
SPLASHI NG

LEPI DUS
(gasps, splutter)

MARK
|’ve got him 1’ve got him

MAN (O S.)
| said he was a hero didn't |!

CHEERS from t he crowd.

LEPI DUS

Hel p! Hel p! Fire! Crackers!
MARK

Shut up, you daft old coot!
LEPI DUS

|” m drowni ng! |’ m dr owni ng!
MARK

Well stop it!
ANTYLLUS

(call'ing down)
Dad! Are you OK?

MARK
Don’t ask stupid questions and
throw us a bl oody rope!

ANTYLLUS
OCh, er. Does anyone have one?

27.
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CLEOPATRA (O S.)
| do.

The crowd GASPS and PARTS. Sl ow FOOTSTEPS as Cl eopatra wal ks
towards us. Stops. She throws a rope down to the still just-
about-fl oati ng Mark and Lepi dus; SPLASH.

ANTYLLUS
(awed)
Thank you! Er, your Mjesty.

CLECPATRA
(stern)
Don’t nmention it.
(cal Il s down)
Greetings Mark Antony.

MARK
(feeling silly)
Hel 1l o, C eopatra..

CLEOPATRA
When you and your col |l eague have
finished your swm | believe you

owe nme a banquet.

END OF EPI SODE






