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1 [ NT. SENATE CHAMBER / BEDROOM - MORNI NG

GAIUS is giving a speech, his voice reverberating in the
Senate chanber. Hi s audience is utterly enraptured.

GAl US
Fel | ow nen of the Senate, Rone is
strong. Qur wars are over. At |ast
we stand united. Though there is
hardshi p on the way ahead, shall we
not reap the benefit of our allies?
| propose a suntmit with Cl eopatra
of Egypt, not to seek aid, but to
demand what is owed to us by right!
Friends! Romans! ... FEr...

RUSTLE as he checks hi s NOTES.

GAI US (cont'd)
(to self)
Damm, what’s the next bit?

A KNOCK at the door. Because we're not in the Senate, we're
in Gaius’s bedroom W |ose the inpressive reverb.

GAI US (cont'd)
Oh, er. Cone in.

The DOOR OPENS; it’s LEPIDUS.

LEPI DUS
Hel l o hell o! Mrning Gaius! Thought
|’d pop round to see if you wanted
to walk to the Senate together?

GAl US
Yes, alright. Lepidus, help ne out.
What comes after this? “Friends,
Romans. . .”

LEPI DUS
Count rymen

SCRI TCH SCRI TCH as Gaius wites it down.
GAl US

Countrynen! Yes! Thank you. Good
phrase. Where’s it from agai n?

LEPI DUS
Mark said it.
GAl US

Mar k?



LEPI DUS
Yes. In a speech.

GAI US
Ri ght .

He SCRI BBLES the WHOLE THI NG QUT, SI GHI NG ANGRI LY.

LEPI DUS
Always a wi nner, that one. |I’'msure
he won't mnd if you borrow

GAl US
(coldly cuts off)
No, you ruined it. Let’s go.

DOOR SLAM
TI TLES AND THEME MJUSI C

ANNOUNCER
Rusty Quill presents ‘Cry Havoc (Ask
Questions Later)’ Episode 2:
‘ Speci al Rel ati onshi p’

EXT. SENATE HOUSE - MORNI NG

Pl easant norni ng weat her. Atnobs of CHATTI NG SENATORS wai ti ng
to go in. Gaius RUMVAG NG t hrough SCROLLS in his satchel.

LEPI DUS
Look at this glorious weather!
Seens a pity to be at work. Who
called this silly neeting anyway?

GAl US
Ve did.

LEPI DUS
Oh.

GAl US

(muttering)
Wiere’'d | put the charts...?

LEPI DUS
O her satchel .

Gai us keeps tal king as he SEARCHES.



GAl US
If we’'re going to make overtures to
a foreign power, we'll need the
backi ng of the Senate.

LEPI DUS
But we’'re in command. Aren’t we?
GAl US
This is still a Republic. And
we'll get much further if we show

respect and do things by the book.

LEPI DUS
If we play fair with them they’ ||
play fair with us, sort of thing?

GAl US
Exact | y.

LEPI DUS
Gosh you' ' re good at this.

OCTAVI A
H n?? Don’t nake ne | augh

OCTAVI A has slipped through the cromd to reach them

GAl US
Cctavi a? What are you doi ng here?

LEPI DUS
|’mafraid they don’t let the fair
sex into the Senate, you know.

OCTAVI A
| did know, thank you. |’ m picking
up what | can before they go in.

GAl US
Pi cking up what?... Wat’'s that
you're witing there?

OCTAVI A
The odd word, the occasional
phrase. Nothing incrimnating.

GAI US
You’ re eavesdropping on their
conversations, aren’t you!

OCTAVI A
O course | am |t’'s useful



GAl US
It’ s outrageous.

OCTAVI A
Ad nmen like to gossip, Gaius.
You’ d be surprised what you can
learn if you keep your ears open.

LEPI DUS
| say, |ike what?

OCTAVI A
That man over there has caught a
rash in a very unfortunate place.

LEPI DUS
You nean in the bath?

OCTAVI A
No | meant on his-

GAl US
Stop! If that’s the level you' re
pl aying at, we don’t want to know.

LEPI DUS
Yes we do.

OCTAVI A
Fai r enough, brother mne. And
there was | about to reveal what
they’'re all saying about you...

Beat. Gaius | ooks around furtively. Then CLOSER and HUSHED

GAl US
About me?

OCTAVI A
Mm But seeing as you di sapprove-

GAl US
(hastily)
K | don’t disapprove, keep it up.

OCTAVI A
You want to know?

GAl US
Yes yes, OK, cone on. \What are they
sayi ng about me?

OCTAVI A
Not hi ng.



GAl US
Not hi ng?

OCTAVI A
Not hing. At all.

GAl US
(happy then sad)
... Oh.

OCTAVI A
Well on the bright side they' re not
going to kill you. Not yet anyway.

LEPI DUS
Cheer up, Gaius. There’s nothing
wong wth not being tal ked about!

OCTAVI A
There is if you' re a politician.

GAl US
Yes, thank you.

LEPI DUS
So what does it nean?

OCTAVI A
They think he’s a pushover -

GAlI US
| said YES, thank you! Wat nakes
you so interested in politics all
of a sudden anyway?

OCTAVI A
That’ s nmy busi ness.

The SENATORS begi n SHUFFLI NG i nsi de.

LEPI DUS
Looks like they're going in, old
chap. Tinme to shake a | eg!

GAl US
VWhere's Mark? He said he’d be here.

CCTAVI A
He is here. He's inside.

GAl US
(surprised)
Real | y? He got here before us?
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OCTAVI A
Long before you. At about three
o’ clock in the norning, they think.

GAl US
Three in the norning?

OCTAVI A
That’ s when he broke in with sone
friends and passed out drunk. Oh,
the Senate may need a new car pet.

GAl US
(bi g sigh)

OCTAVI A
Enj oy your neeti ng!

Cctavia WALKS off, merrily.

GAl US
This is all we need.

LEPI DUS
Very tricky, yes. Hard to find a
good car pet these days.

GAl US
No, | didn’t nean...

(gives up)
Let’s get this over wth.

LEPI DUS
Buck up, friend! You Il have the
Senate eating out of your hands!

GAl US
You t hink so?

LEPI DUS
Absol utely, old boy, absolutely!
... \What are we doi ng agai n?

GAl US
Ur gh.

I NT. * CAFE" - MORNI NG

The equi val ent of an ancient Roman cafe, where COctavia and
QUI NTUS are neeting for the equival ent of an ancient Roman
cof fee. Qui et background HUBBUB. Cctavia approaches Quintus,
a sly and droll freedman of the theatre.



OCTAVI A
Hey Quintus. Hope | haven't kept
you wai ting | ong.

QUI NTUS
(arch but friendly)
Well 1'd say |less than half an

hour - a new personal best!
They both KISS each ot her on the cheeks - MAMH MMH

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
| took the liberty of ordering for
us by the way. You' re paying. Wne?

OCTAVI A
Bit early in the norning for ne.
Just the one cup.

QUI NTUS
(knows she’ || have nore)
O course, dear.

He POURS DRI NKS, whil e speaki ng.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
So. What manner of bew tchi ng angel
kept you occupi ed this norning?
H red a new girl have you?

OCTAVI A
Yes, but she’'s an early riser.

Qui ntus gives the aural equivalent of a raised eyebrow.

OCTAVI A (cont' d)
As it happens, | just cane fromthe
Senat e house.

QUI NTUS
G ving your brother sonme nora
support? That’s unusual

OCTAVI A
Hey. | love Gaius. | just don't
i ke himvery much

QUI NTUS
| was chatting with a pretty young
thing in the pub; he told ne the
soldiers are protesting outside the
Senate this afternoon. Sonething
about not being paid.



He DRI NKS

OCTAVI A
Ch a protest, that’s fun! 1'1l go
back and check it out. | only went
there to see what the gossip was.

QUI NTUS
| could have given you that! ‘The
One Wth the Asses.’” It’s the
bi ggest hit we’ve ever had.
Everyone in Ronme |oves us!

OCTAVI A
They | ove you. Quintus Metellus:
t he thinking man’s crunpet.

QUI NTUS
(pr eeni ng)
Well | suppose it was one of ny

best performances! By turns
t ouchi ng, ennobling, and droll.

OCTAVI A
(sardoni c)
What about the bit where your bum
gets set on fire?

QUI NTUS
Got the biggest laugh in the show
|’ ve got the magic touch, darling.

his w ne.

CCTAVI A

(sighing slightly)
So, what do you suggest we do next?

QUI NTUS
| say we shake things up a bit.

OCTAVI A
Yes, finally! How?

QUI NTUS
Sonet hi ng by Terence, | think.

OCTAVI A
(very bored noi se)

QUI NTUS
Li ke ‘Phorm o', that’s popul ar.
It’s got a great part for ne init.

OCTAVI A
Couldn’t we do sonething different?



QUI NTUS
You nean ‘ The Mot her-In-Law ? Yes
if you want a play nobody I|ikes..

OCTAVI A
Not anot her Terence, or a Pl autus,
or any of the sane old thing from

the sane old nen! |’ m bored,
Qui nt us!
QUI NTUS
Bor ed?
OCTAVI A
Excessively, painfully bored.
QUI NTUS

How can you be bored?! Have you
seen the ticket sal es? Honestly
|’ ve no idea why | bother.

OCTAVI A
You’' re doing a wonderful job, |
couldn’t ask for a better actor,
di rector, accountant -

QUI NTUS
Dogsbody. . .

OCTAVI A
But now that we’ve got that
audi ence, isn't it tinme we chanced

our armat something... fresh?
QUI NTUS
Fresh, what do you nean, fresh?
Oh no. ..
OCTAVI A
What ?
QUI NTUS

Not new witing. Please, Cctavia.
Anyt hi ng but that.

OCTAVI A
(as if swearing)
Wiy not, for Sulla s sake!

QUI NTUS
Nobody wants new writing! They want
to know what’s goi ng to happen
That’'s what theatre is!



4

10.

OCTAVI A
Quintus. ..
QUI NTUS
Cctavia, listen. Even if we knew an

entirely unknown playwight who
magi cal | y happened to be a new
Menander in the making, we’'d have
to comm ssion him and get himto
draft it and wite it and do it
again - and you know what witers
are |like, taking forever, and

t hey’ re al ways conpl ai ni ng-

OCTAVI A

| al ready have the play.
QUI NTUS

You have the play?

OCTAVI A

Yes.
QUI NTUS

The new play? Fromthe new

pl ayw i ght ?
OCTAVI A

Yes.
QUI NTUS

And is it so transcendentally good
that it’s worth risking everything
we’ ve ever nmade just to put it on?

OCTAVI A
Yes.

QUI NTUS
Vell who wote it?

OCTAVI A
Me.
| NT. SENATE HOUSE - MORNI NG
A nervous Gaius is speaking to 200 faintly bored SENATORS
GAl US
And er... and so, fellow Senate

men - men of the Senate, sorry -
Rone is, um.. strong. As al ways.
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A senat or YAVWNS

GAI US (cont'd)
Qur wars are over. And er. At |ast,
we all stand, you know. United.

MARK
(rmuttering)
Wsh | hadn’t bothered waki ng up..

GAl US
You spoke, Mark?
MARK
No no, you just... carry on.

A senator calls out fromthe benches.

Cl LLO
Does he have to?

Sonme senators CHUCKLE. Gaius | eans over to Lepidus.

GAl US
(hushed)
Lepi dus, why can’'t | do this?
What’s wong with nme?

LEPI DUS
Perhaps it’'d help if you inagined
them all naked?

GAl US
| don’t want to inagine that.

LEPI DUS
lt’s what | do. Passes the tine.

Anot her senator calls out fromthe benches.

NASO
Can’t we get on with it? W al
have pl aces we’d rather be.

Many senators MJURMUR i n agreenent.

LEPI DUS
Now conme on everybody, none of us
want to be here, but my coll eague
knows what he’s sayi ng!

ClLLO
He hasn’t said anything.
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LEPI DUS
Wel |l give hima chance can’t you

GAl US
(si ghs)

An annoyed, hungover Mark addresses the Senate.

Concer ned

MARK
Look, the sooner we let himfinish,
t he sooner we can all get hone to
our beds, alright?

ClLLO
It’s m dday.

MARK
Piss off. Gaius, all yours.

GAl US
(to Senate)
: However, while Ronme is mghty,
it does - on occasion - face
certain... problenms. Concerns. O
manpower. O econonic freedom
These are not i nsurnountable, but-

NASO

Can soneone translate this?
MARK

W' re broke.
NASO

VWhat ?!
senat ori al RHUBARB RHUBARB

GAl US
Pl ease, let us not panic-!

MARK
According to Gaius, we need cash
and we need it quick. That’s the
problemin a nutshell.

Cl LLO
Then sol ve it!

NASO
Yes, you wanted to be in charge!

Senators still |oudly RHUBARBI NG



GAl US
Senat ors! Pl ease! Senat ors!

MARK
at

Senat ors SHUT UP

MARK (cont' d)
Thank you. Gaius?

GAl US
(to Senate)
| do have a plan. Though there may
be hardship on the way ahead, shal
we not reap the benefit of...

A nervous beat. This is it.

GAI US (cont'd)
our allies?

NASO
(of f, suspicious)
Wi ch ones?

GAl US
Er, well. | propose a... summt.
You see. Wth...
(qui ckly)

Queen C eopatra, and, er-
GASPS, angrier RHUBARBING Mre calls fromthe benches:

VARRO
Cl eopatra?!

ClLLO
You want to go begging to her?

GAl US
No! Not begging! To-to-to d-d-
demand that which we are-

VARRO
You coul dn’t denmand sweets from a
baby!
Senat ors JEER
GAl US
Vll I"msure | could, but the

point to bear in m nd-
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VARRO
To think that Rome could go
grovelling to Egypt!

NASO
To a woman!

ClLLO
Mar k Ant ony, surely you cannot
agree with this plan?

MARK

No. I"'mwth you |ot.
GAl US

Mar k!
MARK

They’ re right, Gaius. Wiy beg from
Egypt when we can... CONQUER I T
| NSTEAD! !

Senat e CHEER

MARK (cont' d)
See? They |ike ny idea.

GAl US
(gritted teeth)
A word please, Mark. In private.
Lepi dus, hold the fort.

Gai us MARCHES Mar k away.

LEPI DUS
Oh, right, yes, er... Geat work
this norning, everyone! Tell you
what, let’s break for lunch, and
sort this out in an hour or so eh?

Senators all MJURMUR HAPPILY; they |ike |unch

| NT. SENATE HOUSE, SIDE ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Gai us HUSTLES Mark into a side room as off we hear senators
SHUFFLI NG OQUT of the nmi n chanber.

MARK
Q! Stop pushing, you bony little-

Door SLAMS SHUT.



GAl US
Right, you listen to me, Mark: we
are not invadi ng Egypt.

MARK
But | want to!
GAI US
No!
MARK
Look, we need food and gold, and we
need them from Egypt. | accept it,

you convinced nme. You're quite
cl ever when you try.

GAlI US
(unsm |ing)
Thank you.

MARK
So why bother with the chitchat
when we can head to Egypt and get
it sorted the old fashioned way?

GAl US
You nean bl ood and vi ol ence.

MARK
lt'’s a classic but it works.

GAl US
K, there are two reasons why we
shouldn’t do that. One, and | have
said this before: we haven't paid
the armes for the | ast war!

MARK
Ch cone on, we'll win ‘emround.

GAl US
(knows they won’t)
WIlIl we though?

MARK
We pay them an advance, sonet hing
small to tide them over. You, ne,
Lepidus - we're hardly short of a
denarius or two are we?

GAl US
We're rich nmen, Mark, but we’re not
that rich. W’ d be bankrupt before
we even |eft the port.



Beat .

MARK
And we’d make back fifty tinmes the
i nvestment from plundering Egypt!
So woul d the arny! Bing bang bosh,
everyone’s a w nner. Except Egypt.

GAl US
(sarcastic)
Oh, very sinple, yes.

MARK
| can’t think why Ronme’ s never got
round to it before.

GAl US
Because it's a terrible ideal Which
brings ne to nmy second point. Do
you know exactly how much grain we
al ready buy from Egypt, |et al one
spi ces and i ncense and every ot her
| uxury under the sun?

MARK
| don’t do nunbers.
GAl US
Wy not ?
MARK
There’s mllions of them
GAl US
Nunmber s?
MARK
Yeah.

MARK (cont' d)
Does ny head in.

GAl US
K in that case the nunber is |ots.
Lots of grain. Enough that any
di sruption would |l ead to nass
starvation and riots in Rome within
a coupl e of nonths.

MARK
But we’'re already facing that now.

GAl US
So we don’t need to nake it worse!

16.



MARK
But the Senate are
scrap in there, yo

GAlI US
O course they are

well up for a
u heard ‘em

I They | ove

beating up foreigners! Up unti
they can’t afford to feed the

peopl e, and get st
nearest fl agpol e.

rung up fromthe
Because during a

war you probably destroy half the

stuff you went the
first place, there

re for in the
s thousands of

deaths on both sides, and even if

you do wi n have yo

u t hought about

t he bureaucracy that’s invol ved?

MARK
No.

GAl US
It’s a nightmare!

| f you think ny

accounting’s a headache, just see
how t he Egyptians do it! It’d take

you nonths to work

MARK
So you're telling

it out. Years!

me that we've

never tried to conquer Egypt

because the maths

GAl US
O course! Wasn't

He' s broken through at |ast.

GAIUS (c
Mar k, everything c
mat hs. It always h
want to deal with

MARK
(horrified)
No.
GAl US
Vel | then.

A beat as Mark takes it al

MARK
(qui eter)
No i nvadi ng Egypt?

is hard?

it obvious?
He can afford to soften.

ont ' d)

omes down to

as. Do you really
nore nmat hs?

in. Then...

17.
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GAl US
No i nvadi ng Egypt.

MARK
(di sappoi nt ed)
Right... So... Wit do we do

i nst ead?
GAl US
W tal k.
MARK
But that’s boring.
GAl US
(smling, satisfied)
Yes it is, Mark. Yes it is.

I NT. * CAFE" - M DDAY

Slightly nore HUBBUB t han before. QUINTUS is reading the
pl ay, a few noises. He LAUGHS quietly.

OCTAVI A
Have you finished it?

QUI NTUS
(shushi ng)
Ah ah ah!
He reads nore. Then LAUGHS | ouder.

QUI NTUS (cont' d)
Oh very good... Very good...

He puts down a SCROLL
QUI NTUS (cont' d)

Well. It’s a nasterpiece.
OCTAVI A
Real | y?
QUI NTUS

No. But it is funny. |I’minpressed.
How | ong have you been witing it?

OCTAVI A
Six nonths here and there. You're
the first to see it. Tell ne the
truth. 1’mopen to any feedback.

18.
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QUI NTUS
The pl ot needs work.
OCTAVI A
No it doesn't.
QUI NTUS
Look | love a Roman farce as nuch

as the next director, but this...!

OCTAVI A
s entirely rooted in reality.

QUI NTUS
It’s ridicul ous.

OCTAVI A
Reality is ridiculous. Just |ook at
the Senate, | ook at ny brother. The
nore inportant they think they are,
the nore insipid they becone -
i nventing drama out of nothing.

QUI NTUS
A civil war, dear.

CCTAVI A
A general kills another general -
so what? Rone’s still here. The

citizens keep working, the slaves
keep on slaving. It’s a joke!

QUI NTUS
Not to the slaves, |'’msure..
CCTAVI A
They understand it nost of all!
QUI NTUS
Oh really! | bet sonme of your best
friends are sl aves.
CCTAVI A
Well, there’ s you.
QUI NTUS
Excuse ne, dear. | earned ny

freedom Services to theatre.

OCTAVI A
But you think the play’ s good?
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QUI NTUS
Yes, COctavia, the play is good!
Frankly, 1'd love to performit.

Such a pity that we can’t.
He SIPS H'S WNE, unconcer ned.

OCTAVI A
What ? Why not ?

QUI NTUS
Wiy not? You' ve witten a conedy
about the death of Julius Caesar!

OCTAVI A
Yes?

QUI NTUS
And you don’t think that m ght be a
t ouchy subject?

OCTAVI A
It doesn’t make fun of his death!
It makes fun of the governnent.

QUI NTUS
(sarcastic)
Oh yes, that’s nmuch safer

OCTAVI A
It’s a satire on nass hysteri al

QUI NTUS
That’ s exactly what we’ || get -
they' Il tear us to pieces! And what
wi |l your brother do when he hears
about a conedy making fun of his
government and his fam|ly?

OCTAVI A
It’s ny famly too - that gives ne
the right! The play’s new, it’'s
exciting, it has sonething to say.

QUI NTUS

VWhich is we want to be execut ed.
OCTAVI A

Gai us woul dn’t dare.
QUI NTUS

Ho ho, you' |l just get a slap on

the wist - but the rest of us get
throwmn to the |ions.
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Oh stop |

21.

OCTAVI A
t, you have ny patronage

and protection. Can’t you trust ne

f or once!

It took ne a year to

convi nce you that wonmen coul d pl ay
wonen better than nmen coul d.

And the j

Qui nt us!

Look, we
j est, but
(beat

QUI NTUS
ury’s still out on that.

CCTAVI A

QUI NTUS
slip in the occasional
the further we take it-
, Sighs)

Oh what's the use? You coul d order

me to do
(trut
You know

Beat .

Look ne i

it if you had to.

OCTAVI A
hf ul I'y)
| never woul d.

QUI NTUS
n the eye and tell nme this

is going to work.

St andi ng
t hrough t

OCTAVI A
ovations. Ticket sales
he roof. Your autograph on

every wax tablet in Rome. “The

Pal ati ne

Pl ayers, telling it like

it is!” Wre going to do what

nobody el

And find

se has ever done before.

QUI NTUS
out if there’s a dam good

reason for it... Fine. FINE. When
do we start?

| NT. SENATE HOUSE -

AFTERNGCON

Mark is addressing the Senate, who give himrapt attention.

Fri ends!

MARK
Romans! Countrynen

LEPI DUS

(close, to Gaius)

Tol d you,

al ways a w nner.
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GAl US
(cl ose, to Lepidus)
Yes yes, alright.

MARK
As | was sayi ng, why beg from Egypt
when we can conquer it instead?

Senat e CHEERS.

MARK (cont' d)
But, upon further reflectiion, why
conquer Egypt when we can sinply...

The words don’t come easy.

MARK (cont' d)
talk to them

A few CONFUSED MUTTERI NGS from t he benches.

MARK (cont' d)
After all, though we could - if we
so wanted - crush their forces and
bring the kingdomto its knees-

GAl US
(clears throat)
Mat hs.
MARK

woul d it not be better to..
give it a mss this time round?

Cl LLO

Are you feeling alright?
MARK

Yep.
NASO

You don’t sound it.

MARK
(gritted teeth)
|I’mfine. Let’s subjugate Egypt
anot her day. Have sonmething to | ook
forward to, eh?

Cl LLO
So what do we do in the neanti me?

Sonme contenptuous “YEAH "s from the benches.
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MARK
1’11 tell you what we do, gents. |
propose a summt with Cl eopatra of
Egypt, not to seek aid, but to
demand what’'s owed to us!

Sone enthusiastic “YEAH "s from t he benches.

MARK (cont' d)
W’ ve hel ped out Egypt often enough
in the past! Well now they can do
sonet hing for us! Wiat do you say?

FURI OQUS AGREEMENT fromt he benches.

MARK (cont' d)
ARE YOU W TH ME?

Huge roar of AGREEMENT, turning into EXCI TED CHATTER
under. . .

LEPI DUS
OCh, he played that well. Such a way
wi th words.

GAl US
(sighs)

MARK
Right fella, that’s what | call a
mandate. Better get to work.

GAl US

Yep. Lepidus, send a letter.
LEPI DUS

Can do!
GAl US

To Queen O eopatra, sonething about
t he Speci al Rel ati onshi p between
our nations, ecetera ecetera, and
invite her to Rone at her earliest

conveni ence. Wich will be in a
nmonth or so. That shoul d just about
give us tine to prepare, |I’'d have
t hought .

MARK

| f you say so.

GAl US
We need to stall the army in the
meantime, so if we can-



LEPI DUS
Ch actually that rem nds ne, a
nmessenger cane in with a note.

GAl US
VWho fronf

LEPI DUS
Cl eopatra.

GAl US
A nessage from Cl eopatra?

LEPI DUS
Yes. You two were having a chi nwag
and | didn’t want to interrupt-

GAl US
VWhat’s it say??

LEPI DUS
Ch, er...

He UNFURLS a small scroll.

LEPI DUS (cont' d)
Tumti tunti tum- ah, yes, she says
she’s on holiday, cruising along
t he Mediterranean, and she' d |ike
to drop in and see us? | say,
that’ s convenient, eh!

GAlI US
When does she arrive?
LEPI DUS
(readi ng)
‘By the time you receive this’ um
er... In about three days.
GAl US
What ?!
LEPI DUS

| said about three days-

GAl US
W can’t do that! W' re not ready!
The pl anni ng, the schedul es, the
food - Mark, what do we do?!

MARK
Don’t | ook at nme, you wanted her
her e.



Qut si de, many SOLDI ERS have been AMASSI NG They chant.

SOLDI ERS
(of f, repeating)
Where' s our noney? \Where’ s our
nmoney? \Where’ s our noney?...

GAlI US
Wait, what's... what's that? ...
Sounds |ike a protest.

LEPI DUS
Yes, | think it’s the soldiers. |
heard a rumour this m ght happen.

GAl US
So why didn’t you tell ne?!

LEPI DUS
| thought it m ght depress you.

Senatori al MJURMURI NG becones CONCERNED

Cl LLO
They’ ve surrounded the Senate
House!

GAI US

That’s it. We're finished, we're
all finished.

MARK
No we’'re not. Leave this to ne!

Mar k STRI DES ENTHUSI ASTI CALLY from the Senate house.
GAl US
Mar k? What are you doi ng? Mark?
EXT. SENATE HOUSE - AFTERNOON
Huge mass of SOLDI ERS out si de the Senate House.
SOLDI ERS
Where' s our noney? \Where’ s our
nmoney? \Where’ s our noney? (etc)

They keep chanting as Mark EMERCES.

MARK
K, OK! Less of that! W heard!



26.

DRUSUS
(of f)
It’s Mark Antony! Shhhh!

They SHUSH. Tense pause.

MARK
We have spoken with the Senate.

Bot h nyself and the son of the
Di vi ne Juli us.

(over his shoul der, quiet)
Get out here.

GAl US
(of f)
| don’t think they’'d want ne to-

MARK
(snaps)
Gai us!

Gaius reluctantly JONS HM

GAl US
Aft ernoon. Everyone.

MARK
As | said, we have spoken with the
Senate about the reward for your
outstanding victory at Phillipi!

Money, |and, |uxuries! Al of these
will be yours!

The sol di ers CHEER

MARK (cont' d)
You just need to wait.

CONFUSED MURMURS from t he sol di ers.

DRUSUS
(of f)
i t ?

MARK
Afraid so. Turns out that Rone’s
strapped for cash right now.

DRUSUS
(of f)
But you prom sed us!

The soldiers start to get ANGRY en-masse.
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GAl US
Mar k. . .

MARK
AND | WLL KEEP THAT PROM SE!
Because 1’1l tell you what |I’'Il do!

Sol di ers HUSH

MARK (cont' d)
| f you can tighten your belts and
be patient for a short while nore,
then me and ny friend Caesar here
will personally make sure..

GAl US
Mar k, what are you-?

MARK
(speaki ng over)
W LL PERSONALLY MAKE SURE t hat you
all get DOUBLE what we prom sed
you - and you'll get it by the end
of the nonth!

GAl US
VWhat .

MARK
(to soldiers)
How s about that then?
Beat. Enornpus CHEER from the soldiers. Then:

SOLDI ERS
Mar k! Ant ony! Mark! Antony!

They keep CHANTI NG, under. .

MARK
Wll. | think they Iiked that.
GAl US
Mar k, what have you done?
MARK
Just saved our necks. You're
wel come.
GAl US

You prom sed them double! W can’t
even pay them what we al ready owe!
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MARK
Then make sure this C eopatra plan
of yours works. And quickly.

GAl US
And if it doesn't?!

MARK
Then we’'re dead. But don’t worry,
lad. I'’mright behind you.
He CLAPS Gai us on the BACK.

MARK (cont' d)
Pint?

SOLDI ERS

Mar k! Ant ony! Mark! Antony! Mark
Ant ony! Mar k! Antony!...

END OF EPI SODE 2






